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INTRODUCTION. 

It was in the antumn of 1825^ wkibt I was 
prepaiing for my departure from the seat of 
a TOrthy, baronet^ ray matemal uncle, ^i^ 
wbom I kad beien apending the greater part 
of the snmmer nuMiths, my mind fixed on the 
greeting of friendly welcome which I should 
experience on again arriving in the great Babel 
of wealthy fashion, and pkasnrei, and antici*- 
pating iti no amall degree the varied bustle- 
and enjoyment in which I should: soon be. 
iliVoltec}^ thatf the following letter waH one 
moming put into my hand by John Stubbs/ 
tbe honest gentleman whom my uncle had- 
attached to my exclusive service during my 
sojourn at Ormwoad HaJL Its contents ran 
thiis>-^ 



IV 
My dear F. Stanky Priory, TeesdmU^ 

Hearing by a letter from a friend in town, 
of whom I had made enquiry after your health 
and circumst^jiceSy that, you .were on a visit 
to Sir William R ■ 's, and thinking, from 
my former ^p^ietafce of your attention, whenH 
ever the ^claimof our old friendship had been, 
urged ,in support of mf requests, that lyou: 
would not object to . so short a 1 joikmey tiaf 
lliitty miles, although: tbe.roads are somewhat 
rough and mountainous :~r hereby suminon. 
you, by the claim above mentioned, to appear^ 
at Stanley Priory as soon aft you may leavien 
your worthy uncle, at all events before you: 
return to London. 

It is now five: years since I enjoyed the 
happiness of yo^ir isociety within ^e walk of 
my litde domieite> and I am th« more anxiouS' 
for'a4«tum of it now, because when in town 
we never scairdely were left at liberty to dis- 

■ 

cuss those pleasing, though at the same time, 



to ine^ m^auoholy reoollections which hatve 
i^uall]^ fonned our converaatioxi when you 
.Tigitedjth^ Priory. Many yjears^.too^ iu all 
probability, will paas over our heads ere I 
shall again trouble the town with my presence, 
which must cerate as an additional motiye 
to your obedience. 

With regard to your comfprts while here, 
you know, or ought to know, for you have 
had experience in that line, what to expect 
in aiiouse which calls a bachelor master ; but 
I do not despair of buildii^g largely, on your 
generosity in makhotg the necessary allow* 
ances, ai^d aip ^^re ol<l Agatha wiU do her 
utmosjt, for she had always a great affection 
for the nice gentleman whp s^nt her the pretty 
blue missal from, the gre^t pity. I assure you 
she bestows uncommon care on it, having 
made a neat silk case for its reception the 
moment that its daily duties end. 

a2 



VI 

I close my letter without any further •irt-' 
yitation than come, which, if you choose, you 
may interpret into a command, the disobe- 
dience of which might possibly prevent me 
from continuing to subscribe myself 

Your old and most sincere friend, 

Ambrose Marteit.- 

P. S, We can conveniently accommodate a 
servant or twoj if you have attained to that 
acquisition ; indeed if you bring your gun, for 
I can promise you a little amusement in that 
way, you will require a companion, as I fear 
my indifferent health will not permit me to 
accompany you in excursions of that kind* 

On the perusal of the above I fairly dis- 
missed all thoughts of an immediate journey 
to the southj and determined on acceding to 
the earnest solicitations of my esteemed friend. 

When I first set off for Ormwood, I had an- 
ticipated a visit to those romantic spots which 
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render the situation of Stanley ^ri6ly ^o en^ 
cbantingly ddightful; but the time had gfided 
on so unperceived at my relative^ (hat the 
period I had fixed for my return unelpec^dly 
arrived. I had, therefore, given up theuu" 
tention of seeing Ambrose Marten at his owii 
house, on the expectation of meeting him iit 
London in the approaching spring/ wher^ it 
was his general habit to come once a year* 
But the probability hinted in his letter, which 
had too much^he sound of prophecy, caused 
an alteration in my plan ; and the next mom-^ 
ing saw me mounted and onf the road to the 
bank of Tees, Having no servant of my own^ 
I obtained the loan of the trusty Stubbs, with 
a horse for his accommodation, after many 
assurances to return both safe to ifly uncle j 
to'whom the one seemed equally as important 
as the other. 

The same evening found me at the little 
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vickety a^ the, entrance of sin avenue of 014 
oaJc trees, which led to the door of the Prior;., 
I wa» oouitecmsly welcomed by the ancient 
Agatha, as with many smiles she usl^ered me 
into the old-fashioned wainscott^ parlour in 
which my friend was sitting. ^'As I have 
ever found you/' s^d he, rising as he spoke, 
^* true as the truest knight to his lady love ; 
but I did not think to see you for some days ; 
yoi^^must have left Ormwood very abruptly." 
I e3^p}ained to him that my horse's head waa 
towards London, when the receipt of his let- 
ter brought it to the right about, especially 
fis he hf^i hinted the probability of his conti- 
nuing in the country for some years. 

" True/' said he, " I find that I generally 
return home from that long journey with my 
health more impaired than improved ; and aa 
the boys declare they are miserable in my 
absencei I have determined to shorten the 



frequency of my visit, if not: to kbandon^ it 
altogether/' 

W}ien he fif»t settled at his present resi-^ 
dence, my friend had undertaken the educa- 
tion t)f. a' few ybuths of the most respectable 
catholic ikmiHes, preparatory to the more^ 
ext^ided course of study which they were' 
intended to receive at some of the continental 
colleges ; .and as it was less for emolument 
than amusement, he i naturally took e^ery 
method to render them happy and Comfort- 
able. They, were all' in the latter part of 
their teens, and so conscious of the kindness 
they experienced, that the presence of their 
tntor was indispensable to them. . 

As my object in this paper is to^ account 
iot the publication of the entertaining stories 
to which it is introductory, I shall pass Over 
the different amuseinents which' occupied > the 
month of iny stay at Stanley Priory^ and pro^-' 
oeed to the main point in yiew^ . 



One.evening;^^ the ccmveisatioii; happened to 
turn on the taste of the age in regard to those 
works of a fiictitioits and romantic nature 
which so numerously abounded. 

*^ For myself/' said Marten, ** I had always 
an excessive liking for those wntings, and 
have many a time been nelieyed from the op* 
presrioa of painfiU nsflectioB. by ths penisiti 
of «a interesting and well-told story. Indeed 
(and he rose and opened a drawer of his es^ 
crutoire) htte are three or four rolum^, whidh 
I have written out at my leisnve, of tales of 
that description, both in prose and verse: 
they are all extracted from my library, with 
the exception of a few that I composed myself^ 
and one or two which young Julian Simond 
(whom, I dare say, you remember) begged to. 
add to my Collection." 

I could not help expressing a regret that he- 
had not shown me the manuscripts before, as 
I made no doubt they woulfd contam a fund 



of pleasant readiog, and m; stay at tbe Priory 
was nearly concluded. 

'^ You are welcome to take them with yon/' 
said my fnend ; '^ you can xetum them whttn 
yoa like. No doubt you witt^ifisit Oimwood 
Bei:it aittaam, and they will funiish you with 
aa excuse for a journey here.'' ' '-^' 

Thiee montha after my arrwal in town I 
received a letter, sealed with bkiek.; oo open^ 
in§; k, I feufidrit writtaft by a nephew of the 
worthy AjHd>x)oae». who lesided ia hiff neigh- 
bourhcxidy. infosmiiig' me^ that aa inflamaeia- 
tion» tpfodificed 'by a aadden and wereod xrold, 
had released the ^ gentle spitit of his. iiadfae 
from its mortal prison, in the short space of 
a week : that himself, together with me, were 
appointed executors ; and that the whole of 
his library and manuscripts were bequeathed 
to mCy '^in remembrance," as the will ex-, 
pressed it, ^* of our old and unbroken friend- 
ship." 



xu 

■ Th^se, then, are the circumstances, gentle 
reader, under which this collection is laid 
*before you ; for conceiving that a similar gra- 
tification would be afforded to others, to what 
I myself' received firom perusing the Tales, I 
committed them to the press, with the inten- 
tion of adding what good articles I can pro- 
cure, so as to render l^e interest of tiie whole 
more complete. • 

'As there are* some points in my friend's 
history which are not only interestmg in them- 
sdyes, but also account for my intimacy with 
him, I shall give them to the reader. for his 
amusement and edification. 
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STANLEY PRIORY. 



For aught tliat ever I could read. 
Could ever hear by tale or history, ' 

The course of true love nerer didTon'lBiiiMth ; ' 
But, either it^was different in blood ; 
Or, elsi^ misgraffed, in respect of years ; 
Or, if there were a sympathy in choice. 
War, death, or sickneM did lay siege t<r it ; 
Making it momentary as^a sound. 
Swift as a shadow, short as any dream ; 
' Brief as the Ughtning in the colHed night, * ' 
That, in a spleen, unfolds both heaTea and eaxUi, ' < 
. ' .▲nd.ereamanhath powertosay-^Beholdl - 
The jaws of darkness do devour it up : 
So quick bright things come to eonfusioa. 

AMBBOtB MiiiiitT?N. -wts k natiy^ of tiie wild ftadtbm&iKtie 
diitnck ia the midsfe of whic^ he had okofle 16 spend: jthe 
latter yean of. his life, in toUiafale ease and retiimnent^ 
His paienta -were of an old Boman Catholif faniilj^, in 
winch pemianeni Ambmsealsonecf ived hm religious faittu 
Of a'sobec and ' thoughtful disposition, he had eaiiy 
discovered a strcmg indinafeson for..t|ie service of his 
church ; but it was si^pressed by the suggestions' ofhis 
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father, who preferred the engagements of a mercantile 
life, as best calculated to advance the fortunes of his 
s<m, which, as he was the younger of two brothers, must 
depend mainly on his own exertions. 

For this purpose he was placed in the counting-house 
of a respectable West India merchant, the intimate 
firiend of his father; and eventually was sent out to 
Jamaica, as confide^itial agent and superintendent of an 
extensive estate on the north side of the island, at no 
great distaaoB from the town of Fafanomth. 

About the year 1790 my uncle, then ]daiii Mr. R., 
was induced to make some puich^Lses of landed property 
in the same neigfahsiuhoed as that of which Marten had 
the charge ; and in order to survey the estates, and com- 
plete the settleinent of the transfei, . he determined on 
embajldog fiw the crion j« 

Myself, who had dlways been his ftyourite, and who, 
like most boys' thai.reside near a sea-port town, had im- 
bibed. A;pBBdigious liking for marine afiairs,, snatched 
eagerly at this opportuni^ of gratifying my propensity 
for '' the glad waters,'* and beUly petitLooed htm to 
frtttt B|e leave to accoapaaiy him, and also to vse his 
influence in obtaining my lather's consent t* the measttra. 
Both these poiali were speedily ananged to my complete 
satisfaction. I had then just readied my teens, and 
nsfer shall I foiget the exeiteauBt I ezperieneed, when 
OB a beautifiil Apcil moninff wb set sail for the Weat 
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ikt I aav mot mitiag my vvm hista^, but meiely lAeiir. 
tion the above as connected with the origin of my friend-, 
ship with Marten, I shall not relate any particulars of the 
voyage. We arriTed safe, and were soon comfitttably 
ertabHshed in the mansion of the petson ia. whose poer. 
aesfliDn the proper^ as yet temained. This gentlemanV 
name was Stanley : he had been in the island ahottt foiff 
yean, in which time he had lost his wife, who fell a 
▼ictim to one of the prevalent diseases of that sultry 
dimate. He himself was beginniikg tb feel hi0 health, 
impoverished, and on this aocount, as well as to seeur». 
his daughter and only child from a similar fate, he had 
decided on returning to Knglapd* 

In ^consequence of the dose locality of these two 
estates, a series of ledprocal obligations had taken plac» 
betwixt my friend and Mr. Stanley, at whose house the 
frnmer was always made fk welcome visitor, as his intel- 
ligent conversation rendered him a most agreeable com- 
panion ', and the retired habits of the little family vrore 
such as suited exactly the constitatioDal disposition jq{ 
Marten* 

In the person of Ellen Stanley he soon discovered & 
chaiaeter eongenial with his ovm, and the unrestiained 
intercourse just mentioned permittiag him Ae full enjoy- 
ment of her society, an affection of a superior natute U> 
common friendship was gradually, buit firmly, rooting, 
itself in his heaH ; and he had thef satisfaction to observO) 
from thoM ooAay little acts of kind attention which marked 
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lier behaviour to him, and which a lo?er's eye baii.so 
easily lead, that a corresponding feeling on her part:was* 
evidenlty existing. 

At the time I arrived, in. company with my unde, at 
the plantation of Mr. Stanley, Ellen was just entering, 
her twentieth year. • I remember she was rather tall than: 
dtherwiM, of extremely interesting, though not what ia 
ttSuaify caUed beautiftil, features. In the few yeaii? of 
her residence on the island, the injurious influence of 
1^ tropic suii had robbed her complexion of its native* 
colours, and had left a general, although a very slight, 
tinge of brown, which peihaps set off- to more pleasing 
advantage the sparkling lusbe of two blue eyes of (ex- 
ceeding cleamefli. Her whole countenance was .of .that 
mOd and placid cast which indicates} in the possessor,* 
that patient bearing in all ciiKiumstanoes that maiiksthe 
practice of a Christian follower; and fonns such a lovely^ 
feature in the female character. 

At thofile seasons of Marten's visitSi when EUen was 
necessarily engaged in the superintendence of -domestic 
affairs, which since the death of her mother had devolved 
upon her, he would amuse himself with listening to my* 
perusal of -sOme select author, and correcting any mis- 
takes ^hich I might commit ; or he would, frequently 
take me out into the estate, and explain to me the dif- 
ferent processes of manufacture there going on. I wav 
often, too, the companion of himself and Ellen,: when- 
ever a Mttle ezeursion for pleasure wai uadertaken. It 
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Was tiia that* yoniig ag I w«a» I oimld aij^praeiate t^ 
weelleDce of die pA't diapontioiu and I $0Qa tecaaie 
so much a ^ivourite with them botb, that the faundatiott 
of a fiieodship with Marten was laid* which was more 
finnly cemented as I grew up to riper jialgmcnt and more 
BMtnre reflection. 

M[hen the first hint was given of Kr. Stanley** iBte»« 
tion of disposing of his property and retnraing to Eng- 
land, Marten had written to his employert, iwliiestiay 
that they would allow him to visit his native emotry, 
whk^ he had not seen for near sis years, and leave Ae 
management in the hands of a young man who had 
acted as his assistant, and was fitUy equal to the trust« 

With inexpressible pleasure he one morning receited • 
letter, which not only freely granted him his own request, 
but also contained a tender of a share in the biisiness, in 
testimony of their high opinion of his diligence and in* 
tegrity* He read it to £llen and her father* in my pre-* 
sence, and declared that he weald exert his utmost to 
put his aflhirs on such a footing as should enable ham to 
sail along with them, which they expected would be in 
the eourse of a fitftnight. 

From the alteration which a transfer of property geoe^ 
tally cessions, my uncle found it would be necessary ta 
extend his stay on the island for at least three months 
longer than he at first had intended. As that would ba 
keeping me too long &dm my academioal employments^ 

b3 
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lad beyond the time proposed to my father, it was lettled 
that I should be despatched home again in the company 
of Ellen; Marten, and Mr. Stanley. 

Oxa preparieitions were soon arranged, and at' length 
we crossed the islahd to Port Boyal, and went on board 
a beautiful schooner, with whose captain Marten was 
acquainted, and who had taken considerable pains to 
render-his cabin as comfortable as- possible for our ac- 
commodation. 

. Marten commenced this voyage in those light and 
buoyant spirits which the anticipation of some approach- 
ing happiness generally produces. But he set his foot 
on the land of his birth with his mind full of dreadful 
recollections, and his spirit stricken to its, centre with 
grief unlimited and unavailing. He set out enjoying a 
pempeetive picture of unalloyed feUcity, in his union 
with''the beloved Ellen, which his accession to the part- 
Bon^ip woiild enable him speedily to complete : but the 
vision was wrenched Arom his uintired gaze, and his 
earthly hopes for ever blasted, ere the shores of England 
Mse on his view. 

We had been at sea about a fortnight when we were 
met by a strong gale from the north-east, which, as night 
aj^proached, seemed alarmingly to increftse j at least, the 
dim shades of evening rendered the harsh whistle of the 
wind, and the dark- mass of waters which everywhere 
suhDunded us, • more appalling than by day. The wind 



w$M dlrwdy bppofette ta our oourae; but the eloefient 
trim of the .vessel enabled her- to come so close, and 
thereby make loi%. stretches/ lliat there wats not much 
way lost in tacking. . Towards night the few sails out 
were still closer reefed, audi the cap^ia assured us, that 
unless the storm grew much worse theie was no reason 
for alarm. ■ ■ 

About nine o'clock, a»I was sitting alone inth^ cafais; 
halfdozing near a skniall fire, the rest, as they were mora 
interested' in each other'i weliare, being together on deck, 
I was slightly roused by the quick tread of feet, the Toices 
of the seainen, and the dashing of ropes on the planks 
above me, which I soon recognised' as > the usual indica- 
tions of changing the position of the vessel. The. roll to 
leeward, as she took the wind on the other tack, was so 
deep and sudden as nearly to unseat me ; but v^en in 
the same moment I heaiid-the hoarse and hurried cry fmn 
the man at the helm, " Have a care, miss !'' instantane- 
onsly followed by one of the most ^erdng shrieks that 
ever stroek -the ear of humanity,, I started to my fieet as' 
though the last trumpet had sounded over my head, stoo^ 
ag^Hutt under a momentary panic, and then rushed up the 
companion ladder with all the haste of fright and uncer- 
tainty. The whole: deck was one scene of active conlii- 
sion : ; the captain had taken postessioh of, and gave his 
orders from, the helm ; some of tihe seamen appeared en- 
gaged in getting a boat over the side, while the rest were 
taking the aecebsary measures for the difficult operation. 



in the then state of tbeaea, of pwttiiigtlieichotaeraboQU 
Marten was wringing hia handa in ag«my» exclaiming^ 
" She's lost! she's lostP' «nd Mr. Stankf had sunk 
upon the quarter-deck, his head resting on his clasped 
hands> the perfect image of despair — but the CMrovrita 
Ellen was nowhere to be seen ! 

I ran, with anxious looks and hasty inquiries, fram oatt 
to another, but it was some time before I conU lensn the 
awfid tmth. Indeed so sudden was the action, that only 
three or four persons for several minutes were aware of 
the cause. 

It i^peared that Ellen had unguardedly lisen (ran m 
small carronade on vfbkih she had been resting }. that 
moment the huge boom of the main-sail swung with un- 
expected velocity across the quarter-deck, and over the 
side, and dragged, in its lemorwless sweep, — caught, ii 
vras supposed, in die tacUing, — the person of the kvely 
ne^B over the 'bulwaiks* . ■ 

From the moment she vras observed to enter the yawn- 
ing element, not a glimpse of her could be obtained } 
and notwithstanding eveiy possible exertion, the attempt 
to Save her from the dreadful fate was ui^appily fruitleBs. 
By the evidence of the man. i^o had only time to ciy 
ovibefoM'She was hurried from the vessel, it was no 
longer doubted, that the massy ipar had struck her 
temples as it passed, and so rendered her too unconscioue 
to- make the least effort for her preiervation* 

There isj no need to dgspribe die foeiinn of Marttn 



after Uiis mountful bereavement. He who ha« known )iie 
sodden loss of a similar treasare can recolleet his own ; 
and he who now enjoys the conimtinion of nnreserved 
affection may imaguie what' his would he, should that 
communion be unexpectedly severed ; but to him who is 
a total stranger to those endearing ties which 

" Heart to heart, and mind to mind. 
In body and in soul can bind," 

the feeble powers of language could give but a veiy faint 
idea. His hopes, his prospects, his resolutions, and his 
Ellen, were buried in the same sad grave. 

When arrived in England, he respectfully declined the 
partnership that had been offered him ; and, following 
his early attachment to the Catholic ministry, procured 
an admission into the College of St. Omer's. Before, 
however, he had taken orders, the death of his mother 
left him the enjoyment of the little estate on virhich he 
resided till his death. He built on the site of the old 
mansion a neat Gothic edifice, which the still pleasing 
reflection on unforgotten affection prompted him to name 
after its hapless object. Here, siirroimded by the beau- 
ties of nature, and amused by his books and the company 
of the youths it was his delight to instruct, his mind at 
length assumed a cheerful serenity, which continued to 
the close of his mortal existence. 

I have nothing more to add to this mournful history ; 
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bot must Qpw btfg pardon o£ ihe leader, if in the^vatrnth 
of friendship I have detained him too long ttt the thidriteld 
^ ,this, Ut^ei work, the. offspring of the leisun lahooit. of 
the late amiahle inhabitani of Stanley Prioiy. 

F. 



THE HORN BOOK. 

FBOM'VHki OBBMiUr Of K. ^. PBAtzilL. 

Lbahnbh ginUemen, wbo drive the tiade <^ avtkor- 
ifaip, will imdiMibtecUy be surpriied to see a commoii 
wefnv Im^ Imnaelf in tbeir matten. B«t without pay^ 
mg. aa^ alteiitiaa to titom, I ahall begin, gaily and 
chefliiiiUy» tiie history of my Jife. One of the fint 
thiaga I wnemb er is, .that I was. seised, when ahlfat' 
seven years M, with a sdiedisease, which 1 aftorwards 
leaned was the smaU-pox. It marked my visage veiy 
deeply, and left behsad the seeds of a disorder, whieh 
oost me land other pee^ much trodble to cure. My 
head was rendered so weak, that I fell asleep when any 
body atttempted to- talk to me of books and learning. 
. Bending was a sore treiiUs to me ; and, without car* 
lying my Qiodesty too far, I may say, that at my twelffeh 
year I still found it necessary to speU a lew words. I 
will Ml raise snspiebaa of my fitness for authorship, by 
lefenjng to the pacied when my letters first became le- 
giMe. For the raat^ however, I am heidthy aa a roacfa» 
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and enjoy a happiness that does not need to be increased, 
but only continued. People even assure me, that the 
marks of the small-pox do not distort my features, but 
only serve to give me a sounder appearance at some little 
distance. I regard this, however, as good-natured flat- 
tery, and am convinced that a smooth red face would 
add to my beauty. 

On the last page of my Horn Book stood a red 
cock, which I could not look at without reverencing, 
notwithstanding, as a work of art, it was one of the 
rudest piX)ductiofas of wood engraving. If I' brought 
^m school a testimony of good bdiaviour during the 
day> I wM sure to find, on the following mon»ig>- a^ 
small pieee of money on the ceek, whioh my mother told 
me was a giH from -him to reward my good conduct, 
and encourage nie to persetero. Such friendly aaeajui 
could not fail. I opposed with all my niight wh^n any 
of my miscl|ievou8 school-fellows sought to*- entice me 
away'; and cbotinued to spell with sudi pefieverance^ 
that the veins of my head sometimef swelled^ I became 
by this means the fevoUnte of my teaoher, Mr. Ezekiel 
Quarts. Some quanrelsdme envious fellows, named, mi 
the Walking Horn Book ; but I did not mind this, for I 
enjoyed, among the orderly and well-behaved, the repi|« 
tation of being the best boy in the village. 

With the presents I obtained^ so honourably frcm th« 
red cock, I always ran straight to the ^leaiest ebop, and 
bought a new, and sometimes a warm, .ca|» of ginger- 
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bread, wfaich I vsuaUy shared with Lina, who goneraUy 
tbok care to wait for me at the garden gate when she saw 
me returning. She was the only child of our neighbour, 
a poor widow, who earned her daily bread by running on 
enrands, and was never off her feet from mommg till 
night. /WSiile she was tramping from village to village 
lina sat at the spinning wheel, and laboured as con* 
stantly as I did at my bode, though without being so 
well rewarded. She was at that time, as she still is, 
the ornament of thie village. Her good nature, and ibe 
ctimjde on her chin, pleased everybody. On my return 
from the pastry-cook's, such a friendly smile sj[>read over 
her whole foce, that I was sometimes obliged forcibly to 
turn away my eyes, in order not to . give the cfiike un*' 
broken into her hands. " Godfred,'* said she, as we sat 
near one another devouring our gingerbread, /' when we 
are bigger we will be married^ and we will live as if wb 
were inheaven — ^nothing but gingerbread and seed cake ! '* 
This i^eased me, and I resolved to keep friends with the 
»ed «ock ; and thought to myself, that with time would 
come the means of fulfilling our wishes. 

In my thirteenth year I was taken from school, and 
placed' apprentice to a weaver, who was a relation and 
friend, and who promised to remember my weak state of 
health in appoiofting me my task. As I was to leave my 
mother's house, I thought of nothing so much as how 
to give Lina something in place of the gingerbread she 
would no longer receive. A red cock,- like the one in 
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my Hom Book, aai^t bo as goo4 H ftkmi to her a* to 
me. I copied thopiGtiue, therefoiQ, cwelwlly on another 
piece of paper, by holdings it up ^ the window, and 
afterwurdftcoloiued it red. When the ^^Httk wb^ ended, I 
^onld ocaroely wwider enoo^ at 4h& reae mb iaa c e « . iTor. 
wajrds evening I went to the gai^den gale,, and thmv ft 
handfiil of sand against lina's window, to inform her of 
my pteaence. I already ea^yed, in imagination, her 
aatofiishment at my dexterity, and her joy at my kitid- 
n«w« When she i^peared, as i told her of myintMidod, 
dapartuo, and that I had brought her a present 'Of not a 
little value, she looked eagerly towards it ; bat when she 
saw the picture I was mortally disappointed : instead of 
the praise I expected, she shotA her head, and turned- 
1^ her nose, almost as if she despised me aiid my woriL. 
She soaicely looked at it ; and.wrapping it up again in 
paper, expressed pUin^ enough, that she would rather 
have had a substantial cake of gingeibread ten all the 
painted cocks in the world. I was vexod at thlacon- 
ten^t for my labours; measured the ui^;rateful from 
head to foot, and in a moment resolved I would tear 
myself from her, and never again have anything to do 
with her. ** Your servant. Miss Liaa," said I aloud, 
and proudly turning on my heel, stalked lordly and has^ 
tily home, without paying any attention to her calling 
after me. 

Aly cousin's house, where I was now to dwell, was at 
the opposKle end of the village, which would not, how- 
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ever, huvt hindered me 'finom keeping company with Lina, 
if I hftd not leaolyed to hay<B nothiag more to do with the 
«urtU]r<)minded:duQg^ who had rather tidda- her palate 
than her.oyaSy .and had. no taste for the fine and noUe 
arti. She, howieTer» fought, hy all her little means, to 
get hold of me, when I went to drink coflfoe with my 
mother on Sundays and feast days. But I persisted in 
fKvoiding'her» and in cherishing the ill-teni^er she had 
awakened hy the unkind reception of the {nctnre. The 
most which I did was to show myself at the window, and 
pretend oH to obaerri her. At length, when she fbimd 
she was only thrashing empty straw, she left off looking 
after me. Only wait, thought I; you shall yet repent of 
the scornful manner yon treated me ; onfy let me become 
a journeyman weaver. 

The years of apprenticeship passed away, and the day 
at last arrived on which I was to be set free, and adt- 
mitted into the journeyman's guild ', allowed to Bm<^ 
tobacco in every company, and to vralk n^th my cane 
vHhererer I pleased. As I sat at breakinst with my 
mother, and talked over the necessary anangements for 
the coming festivities, the father journeyman entered, 
took his place at my side in a friendly way, and helped 
me to despatch the coffee. Formerly he hardly deigned to 
lock at me, now he began to talk freely and jovially, which 
pleased and exalted me prodigiously. I was quite in rap- 
tures, however, aa my mother brought forth s^ia spiritil. 
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and he, dapping me on the shonlderi said, '< What think 
jaOf fatother Fred? shall we drink to our lasting friend- 
jhip V* The words ran through me like fire. My mother 
seemed to utter a prayer for the continuance of our fel- 
lowship as we stood up, and entwining each an arm 
with the other, in this manner carried the glasses to our 
mouths, and emptied them. 

Now was I able to snap my fingers at the whole 
•world,, and only found it necessary to tnuster up all my 
■df-conunand, that my sense of acknowledged worth 
night not be blown up intofolly. The reader will undoubt- 
edly like to know how I was clothed on this, for me, im- 
portant day. My coat was of dark blue, hanging down 
to my ankles, and lined with bright red : my waistcoat 
was of plush, and on it might be seen, very nwturally 
drawn, the whole planets running their course r my boots 
were of the best calf's skin, with yellow tops : by my es- 
peeiid desire, my mother had bound three handkerchiefs 
^round my neck, so thaf the outward one reached my 
under Up: a long tail, tied with new shining ribbon, 
hung.down my back, and the fore part of my head was 
coveted with curls, which, after being pressed down by 
the hat, rose again into pretty ringlets when it was re- 
moved. In truth, for eight days before my hair was 
jessed up in papers, and not taken down till the im- 
portant moment in which I was to show myself. In my 
left hand I held a l&rge bunch of floweTi? in my right 
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a oilter-h^aded cane, inherited from my gvandfallier ; 
and from both' my pockets hung the conien of two fia6 
flower-w/olrked pocket-handkerchiefr. 
. In this etately dit^fs I began, about mid-day, to make 
the coime of the yiUage, and to invite, accotdiag to 
custom, the maidens to the dance which I was to give 
that evening at the sign of the Crow. I passed by l4inft's 
door, however, several times, without allowing my in- 
clinations to conquer the resolution I had laid down ; 
and if Lina was not entirely blind, she must haye known 
by my conduct, that I had drank to our lasting friends- 
ship with the frbther of the journeymen, and had banished 
all recoU«etion of our gingeibread-eating years from my 

.In the ev^Dong, however, as all the beauties of the 
place swam past me in the waltzing cncle, the true queen 
ef the- feast, preeisely the contemned Lina, appeared to 
bo, rwanUng, M; the) jopaly person worthy to stand at my 
sidOf (In.v^n.did I frisk and whirl with the stiff 
daughter of the cartwright, in order to banish the xok^ 
pleasant thoughts : the image of Lina preserved its place* 
and <kurkened every other joy. Streams of perspiration and 
pofwder, from everciae.and anxiety, flowed down my face, 
and spoiled my neckhandkerchiefe* Sighing and panting, 
my partner sank on the nearest tiofA, and gasped for 
breath. I could hold out no longer in the dust and 
vapour, but drank bopioualy of beer, stufled my pipe, 
andwenttothedooff t9co<dmyacdt AaecretiB^irise,I 

c2 
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could notexphiti; led me farther and fieurtheri and blow* 
ing awaly tiie smoke as I thumped along, I found myself, 
before I knew where I was, under Lina's window. 

She sat solitaiy and quiet in the little room, dimly 
lighted by a lamp, and turning h^r wheel, drawing out 
her threads fine and firm, for she span as well as any 
girl of the village. The music, and the shouts of the 
joyous dancers, were plainly heard, but she sat and 
worked, busied alone with her own thoughts. Sorrowful 
and melancholy reflections appeared in her countenance, 
but she paid no attention to the distant music, and there 
was nothing about her which could lead me to supposer 
she was vexed at being excluded from the dance. She 
had -already put on her nightcap, and I was obliged to 
eonfess to myself, that she -was very pretty, and that 
Bot one of the gaily-dressed ladies at the dance could 
compare with her. I possessed, however, firmness enough 
oot to betray my presence, or to give in any way expres* 
sion to my feelings : yet I was much disposed to do it, 
and resolved, on my way back to the dance, to receive 
her again into fieivour. Nor was this resolution altered' 
by'llie jokes of my companions at my melancholy ap- 
pearance, but remained even till day-light, when, with 
a dottdy head, I returned home, to give myself up, after 
so much exertion of body and mind, to the sweet empire 
of al^. 

It was noon, and the dinner ready, before I returned 
io my senses on the following day, rejoiced to find' that 
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- the honours and praises I had harvested the- mght before 
were no idle dreai^s. My mother had prepared me one 
of my favourite dkhes, and, after making up the loss of my 
morning's drink by a hearty meal, I. turned my thoughts 
to the immediate execution of my last night's plan. 

My pipe was lighted,, and I took myself into the gar- 
den, in hopes that lina, informed of my presence, would 
find sfMnething to. do. there, and giYCc me an opportunity 
of speaking to her : and, in. truth, the only son of my 
mother fonnd himself not deceived. lina was in the 
garden, and! had nothing further to do. to begin^the con- 
vefsation than to bid her good day, which I did, and she 
answered in as friendly a way as if she.had been iktvited to 
^ dance, and the merriest person there.. This vexed 
me; but I endeavoiired, like a- man, to keep down the 
unpleasant feeling } and, approaching the garden railing 
as. near as possible, said,, in a ctmfidential kind tone, 
^ I wish, dear Lina^ you had been with us yesterday 
evening; we shouted and huzzaed like victorious heroes, 
and danced and sprung like young does, and were all as 
happy as kings." 

" I do not know," said she, with a sort of contemptuous 
smile, ** what business I had there ; and I trouble .myself 
r as little about it to-day as yesterday." 

" You may say what you please/' said I ; " but you 
cannotdeny thaithe manner inwhich I have hitherto treated 
you has not been indifl^rentto you. You would have gladly 
been' at the dance yesterday*. Corne^- every thingshall-bA 
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forgotten and forgiven. Here is my hand^-^ve will be 
again good friends." 

"That's the trouble worth/' said she; with a tneeribg 
loud laugh. " No, Mr. Godfredv people must not be so 
hasty in the choice of their friends ; and nobody caret 
about pufied-up fools — ^they are passed without any 
notice." So saying she seized her watering*pot, and 
before I could muster up my senses to answer such an 
unexpected impertinence she had disappeared* 

^'Zounds!" said I, calHng after her, « that was deirly, 
very clearly said." I stood' a quarter of an hour as if 
somebody had beat me, stuck my fists in my side, and 
gnashed my teeth, as I endeayoured to find out some 
way of revenging my wounded honour. She had called 
me a fool ; not directly, indeed, but in snch a manner as 
to mean no other person but me ; and to ai&ont me ten 
times more than tf she had called me so downright. Tlie 
more I thought on the miitter die more I became doubtftil 
and desponding. Shall Z revenge myself immediately, 
and give grist to all the B9andal*m]lls of the place 1 or 
.shall I bear in patience an insult that the burgomaster 
himself would condemn me for submitting to 1 

The father-journeyman occurred to ine :-»-'* He," said 
I to myself, ' ' may give me the best advice how to behave 
myself, for he has already had, by virtue of his office, 
many sudi cases to decide. I must explain die unplea- 
sant matter to hun, and be guided by his opinion." 

It was Saturday, and the whole weavea' guild had a 
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Mrt of blue day, in conseqneace of the festivities of yes- 
terday, and I knew that I should not fail, to find my 
iiiend at the Crow, where he spent eveiy hour he was 
not at the loom. He seemed ill-tempered, for he sat still 
and gloomy in a comer of the tap-room, and it was not 
till he liad heard me command the landlord to bring me 
a tantard of the right staff that his contracted eyebrows 
expanded to their nsoal cheeifnlness. 'I begged, to -be 
allowed to' take my place near him, offered him a glass, 
and told him, in a few words, of what had just happened 
to me. 

" Brother,*' said he, after he had let m^tell my tale 
fully, " from all which you have said to me, it is clear 
enough that, in spite of what the maiden said, and you 
hare done, she is yet deeply and desperateAy in love with 
you. 

As he said this he fixed his eyes on the glasses, which 
were drained dry ; and I, understanding him, gave a sign 
to the landlwd, and they were again soon filled. 

" Brother," continued he, *'the maiden felt her«^ 
insulted by your neglect ; and, indeed, you went too fa[r- 
to slight her before the whole villagOk However, she is 
chiefly offended because she yet likes you : you are, as it 
were, stuck on to her heart. This, therefore, is my ad- 
vice : — ^You must bear the shame she has put on you 
with patiienee, instead of making it the talk of eveiybody. 
You must take the title as a piece of maiden's vtit, such 
as is to be had every day, and pay her for it with a 
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doien good kisses on the seanchUmn mooth on the iint 
opportunity, and afterwards act as it suits your heart 
and understanding. I wiM give you a certifioate thait tlie 
fool shall remain betwixt n»-r»4t shall deaoend .with oa 
into the grave." 

The advice did not appear so bad, afte^ some fBflectibn» 
as at first. I.thanked the brotherly iriend with my light 
hand, made him again promise me seoiecy, and uvm^ 
him I would direct my futoie conduct to Lina aecording 
to what he said. 

Unhappily, however, my promise was easier given &an 
kept ', and the four weeks which intervened between my 
liberation and beginning my travels passed away, without 
my being able rightly to understand on what terms I stood 
widi Lina. If she saw me before the door, or in the 
garden, she behaved herself well and politely, but showed 
no sign of uncontrollable love. This made me melan- 
choly and low-spirited, particularly as I observed that, 
unable to make |»oper resistance, I was daily m^re in 
love with lina. Good counsel would now have been 
valuable to me, and all the wisdom of the father-journey- 
man was of no avail. 

The evil was always inoreasing. Eating and drinking 
no longer pleased me. My pipe remained untouched the 
whole day ; and my mother, who saw in my conduct my 
sorrow at parting from home, shook her head with melan- 
choly foreboding. Lina was our nearest neighbour, and 
it was impossible she should not know of my intention 
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to ivaader tiitan^ the wide woild ; yet she iBd aoi loie 
the smallest part of her usual cheerfulness. On the 060^ 
tnry, I ifemaiked, wh<^n she was in her gaidea bkachmg 
her yam, die trulM and hummed such gay airs, that 
eveiy .note was like a dagger .to my heart. Her mirth 
made me shy and reserved, and wrecked every attempt I 
made to speak, and perhaps be reconciled with her. I 
cniaed my finrner stupid conduct. Whenerear I saw her 
I tiembled, and had <not the courage to approach and 
decUie to her my secaet thoughts. 

On the day before my expected departure my mother 
had collected some friends to keep her and me cheerful. 
In At evening I left the table, went and rapped atlina's 
dflir^ detarmined to have. an- explanation, and be certain 
what I had to hope or to fear for the future. My trouble 
was vain ; I conld make nobody hear ; the house appeared 
deserted : my thumps were echoed as from a vault, and 
all the inhabitants of the spot where I had hoped to find 
CdOBlwt.appeaied dead and 'gone. No light was in her 
chamber, every thing remained in quiet darkness, and 
the door was firm against all my attempts toenter. After- 
wards I heard that Lina had been called away before noon 
to her mother, who had been taken suddenly ill in one of 
the neighbouring villages, and that she was not likely to 
letnm for some days. 

Every spark of hope was now extinguished. It was 
decided that I was quite indifferent to her, and I ought 
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not to think of: segaming the favour I had iM> Ibofiahlf 
lost r 

' If the father-jouineyiuaii could now have given hia 
opinion, he would have adviised me to ftsigB myself -to 
my fate, to banish the maiden from my thoughts, ■ md 
thA>w out my hook for. a new prize. He, however, had 
seen fifty springs, and I was in my eighteenth year. 
What was I to do ? It was .scarcely possible.to postpone 
my depaiture for a few days, and trust to Lina's return, 
even if I were disposed to bear with the taunts of my 
comrades as a mother's spoiled child, for I had taken a 
solemn farewell of all my friends and relations. Sorrow^ 
fol, therefoie, I packed up my knapsack, stowed away 
carefully the hoarded and the collected money my mother 
had provided me, and, after a sleepless night, started at 
day>>break, accompanied by some guild companions to the 
next village, and thus wandered in a very melancholy 
mood from my native place into the wide world. 
. More than half a year did I traverse backwards and 
forwards, the holy Roman empire, without' finding .it 
necessary to seek employment^ The money my mothet 
had given me was sufficient to keep me, and the .picture 
of Lina, which I carried' in ray heart, .prevented the 
time from being weansome. At noon I readily sought 
the cool shade by the side of some stream, to look, over 
the iibages of former >times that were stored up in my 
memory. • For whole hours I fixed my. gaze, on the red 
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cock, wkich I had pteieiTed as my best fricad, and care- 
felly placed in my letter-case on leaving home. The 
fight of my gingetbread buyer recallied, as if present, all 
tfie pleasnves he, and all the wommn his copy, had pro- 
cued me. In Uving clearness the days stood before me 
in which Lina {daced me at her side, called me her littte 
¥red, and talked of our fntnre marriage. I cursed the 
passionate haste with which I separated from her on the 
nnbappy evening, the proud overlooking by 'which I made 
her understand my displeasure for several years, and the 
nide conduct by which I at last had put the crown on my 
B»dt. I was penetrated with shame and repentance as 
I recalled all this ; and not s^dom I began to punish 
myself, by pinching my own nose, when I reflected my 
ewn misconduct had deprived me of the maiden's fovour ; 
and at times the blood would rise in my head till I be- 
came almost mad. Always, I confess it, have I been a 
dnq>erate man. 

As autumn, however, approached^ and my money #as 
neariy at an end, my wandering unoccupied life was ne- 
oessarily put a stop to. Terrified to find myself witfiont 
a home for the winter, and at the prospect of being obliged 
to beg my bread travelling on thii highways, I resolved to 
Sttppressmy kve forfireedom, and toobtain seme occupation 
by which I couldbe secure against want through the winter. 
With this intention I turned my steps towards a largi 
town, in which I hoped to find employment; The steeples 
wieie already visible from a Wnght, when I put my hand 
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hf aeddfint ia my pocket, and, t» my great giief* iniittedt 
my leU^zfiBHet which deadly appeased to have descended 
through a hold gnufaiaUy formed. Though I could readily 
ha^e reaigiied all the otitor papers that it amtsdoedt I 
ooiild not t)cittg myself to give up the Cock, which in for- 
- mer timcis had procured me bo many enjbymeinfts; I. re- 
tuned without delay oa* my stapsk* and sought, by e^aiy 
means, to recover n^ lost treasure. In yain did I g» 
back ten miles,, poking and ciecfxiBg on all sides — it was- 
loM for ever. 

As night eaioe ea, and I was exhausted, I was obliged 
to seek a place of repose* Soon afterwards I reachad a 
sdUtary public-houfle, whero I hoped to find what I wanted, 
with semethifig to eat for money and fair words. 

The loom Waa full of carriers, surrounded with thick 
cknlds of smoke, who were terrifying one another witii^ 
numaroua tales of ghosts and murder. . I took my plaoe 
in a comer, got something to eat, and could aot but ex^ 
prets now and then, by a smile, my sufprise at ifae ere- 
duKty of these rude people. At the end of half 'an hour 
ft tall elderly man, of a sallow com^^lexion, came in, 
whofa X took for a lidk dealer in cattlo, as he thrsiw off 
hu great coat, and discovesed his giidle well loaded with-, 
measy^ He called, in a commaaditig voiced for some- 
thing to eat, and was immediately served ; while a stolfed 
affm-chair, drawn out of the aeighbouriag chamber, ahoweid^ 
that the peopla were disposed to re^Mct hisa. As he sat 
hMBself at his ease, he said, showing my letter*«aae„ 
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** I hvrt fetmd on tbe roftd & packet, "MA may fttAxp^ 
be of value ; and now for a look at the content»/' 

*' Worthy sir," I^xclaimed, xisiDgup and approaching 
with begging gestures, ** the letter-case in your hands 
belongs to me : I lost it, and I will immediately tell yo« 
what it contains. In the middle there is a led cock; on 
all the other papers and parts of the book you will lind 
Ae name of lina, written in all sorts of letters." 

"Ciood, good," said 4be man, interrupting me, after 
be had thrawn a hasty glance over the letter-case ; ' ' beie, 
take it ; God forbid I should appropriate another person's 
propeity to myself.*' 

Nobody coyld now be happier than I. I thanked the 
iinder a thousand times, and went out into the garden to 
give myself up undisturbed to the pleasure of again pos»> 
aessing my treasure. It was a cool clear autunm even^ 
jng ; the bk>od red moon was just rising, and nothing 
but the falling leaves now and then broke, with a light 
rustling, the general stillness. I had hardly seated iny>- 
eelf in a thick aibour at the end^of the gasden, to ^ve 
nqrself up to the fancies which drove thickly throng me, 
when I heaid, on the outside of the planking, the tread 
ni a lo9t, and imnediately alber a conversation betivcen 
two persons, of which, though they spoke law and qfMS- 
tiously, I lost not a syllable. 

"As I say, Matthew," said one, ''wehavenooccasioii 
.to fanny onnebes ; Steinacker i» in the bouse refinsshiqg 
Jiiins«lf« lie does not s^ecpthere, and I know for oe»- 
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tain he means to. be. in the city to-monow as early aa. 
possible. His girdle is well filled, and his only weappn 
is a stick, which will bieak in pieces at the first stroke. 
It will be easy to manage him, therefore, and even to gel 
rid of him altogether, shonM it be necessary." 

" He does not want for courage^*' was the answer : 
" he will defend himself like a devil, you may be sure. 
We must give him a squeaker quickly, or all will go 
i^rrong, I tell you. The surest place will be .the hollow 
oak by the croas road. We will hide ouiselves behind 
the bush, and as he rides carelessly past we will dart on 
him like lightning, give him the needful, and share the 
ready betwixt us, and witk that enough.'* 

These wretches went away after spying this. I moved. 
4sautt<ra8ly out of my hiding place, crept through a hole 
in the garden wall, and saw two broad-shouldered felr 
lows walking away over a stubble fidd towards a wood, 
which was most likely the intended aoeae of thor (uture 
exploit. 

Overjoyed to be able to render the finder of the letter- 
ease such an important service, — for I did not doubt that 
he was the object of this viUany, — ^I hastened back to the 
house to warn him of the plot It was strangely aflfect- 
iDg to see him sitting with a cheerful countenance, quite 
firee from the slightest suspicion of what was hanging over 
him. At the moment, in fact, he was telling the landlord 
that he intended sooa to give up his pretent employment, 
and return, with, the property he had acquired during 
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tmenif yettra' waodenng abotrt, to hiit native place, and 
there for the future to lead a quiet, steady, peaceable life. 

As he -whB rising to depart, 1 went up to him, and, 
slapping htm on the shoulder^ said, i* Is your name 
Stnnacker, miV' — " Jit youx ser?ice/' said he ; ** Imt 
my name is no secret;" and he ajppeared rather aston- 
ished at my manner of addressing him. — ** Then I cai^ 
give you a ^little piece of information," I continued, 
" wkich it is worth your while to attend to, and may 
astonish you. . You would be dead to-night, sir, but for 
the red cock." With this I explidned to him what I 
had heard in the garden, wofd for word.— '^The devil!'* 
said he, much surprised, . and with eyideiM ieLgitation. 
** Now I imdeprtand what thatiellow meant who foU 
lowed me 'the whole day yesterday. Quite right ; I must 
pass by a' hbllQW-oak to go to the city." 

*' There stood ^ convent tiieie formerly," said the 
Jandlerd, *' and we call the oak Mairgaret's Tree, be- 
qnse a nun of that name still plays the ghost there. 
^Iie acbundreU are not stupid ; Ihey could not have se*- 
lectad Si better place, for nobody of this .neighbourhood 
wiU Yentnie near the oak alter dark." 

PnspiftiatiQiis were immediately made to take the two 
vagabonds, and deliver them up to justice. The landloifd 
crilected every person who was capable, of carrying arms; 
and would engage to assist* Steinacker made &e plsui ol 
attack. I aimed a^self with a hay-foik, and was plaoed 

d2 
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i|i the leservB, Uiat, in case of retreat, I mighty at letst^ 
have the. office of leader. 

Eveiy. thing succeeded to ouc \vish. The wood was 
soRQimded, and all our parties inarched in to. the hollow 
oak with as little noise m possible. The rogues were not 
aware of our approach till we were so close, and so su- 
perior, that there was no possibility of escape. Both 
were pinioned immediately, their weapons taken from 
them, and both linmght in triumph to the public-house; 
where they were so closely secured till they could be de- 
livered up to the magistrates, that I would not have been, 
for a great deal, in their situation. 

Such riotous joy now took place as was probably n«ver 
before seeni Steinacker felt himself disposed to be ge-^ 
nerous, from his wonderful escape, and treated the whole 
society. So much was drunk, that at length it was dif- 
ficult to.understand a singie word from the noise. Stein- 
acker took me aside, called me hit guardian angel, kissed 
me and hugged me in the warmth of his gratitude^till my. 
bones clattered, and I was obliged to.esc^pe from his grasp 
to draw breiath. In vain I repeated ^t I had tittle shaa 
in saving him, and that he owed his preservation entirely 
to the red cock. He would not listen to me, and it was 
with difficulty I could prevent him from .giving me the 
half of his money, by assuring hiib that he had before- 
hand richly rewarded me .in. tetummg the Jetterrcase. 
He was astonished, Aook his head in unbelief,, and bes 
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came curiouft to know how a ttung so. inconsiderable in 
hia eyes should have so gieat a value in mine. The 
whole conduct of the man, since I first saw him,^ had 
inspiied me with confidence, and I did not hesitate to 
satisfy his cunosity, by relating/ihe history, of the- red 
cock, and all the . circiunstances^ of my attachment to 
Lina, in such a copious manner as. might he expected 
finom this being, the first opportunity I had had sinoe^ leav*^ 
ing home oCpouring out my full heart.. He appearsd 
less astonished at. my history than at hearing the name 
of my. native, village, and the names of our neighbours^ 
He rose.fipm. table, took a turn or two in the room, again 
took his place by my side, and with extraordinaQi ges« 
tares encouraged me to.pvooeed in my stoiy. I expressed 
to him my surprise at his evident confusion, and inquired 
what circumstances in my stoiy had excited such, strong 
feelings. He .shook his. head but spoke not,, and con- 
tinued to listen to me, and asked a thousand minute 
questions,, while he attentively examined my counter 
nance ;. so that, altogether, his conduct a^ted rnein.* 
veiy strange and wonderful manner. 

In the mean time, the whole company had made them*; 
sdves drunk at; his expense, and, in the joy of his heart^^' 
he Jiad also somewhat muddled his head. I was dia 
only sober person amongst them all* Suddenly one^ 
tiiem, made bold and quarrelsome by liquor, bed thes 
impertinence to call my courage-in question,; s«d impsi-. 
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dently to jsay, that, when the attack wa& made oftihe 
two hedge-thieyea« I had made a lapid aide movement* 
had jumped over a hed^e, and, as pale as death, had 
ooQoealed myself in a ditch. At this scandahms (I >]iiay 
boldly call H) He the whole company broke oat into suck 
an immoderate fit of laughter, that the windows shook* 
£ven Steinacker joined in it, and appeared for a momokt 
to forget, all the gratitude his wondeiful deli^raranoe had 
befoi|e. excited. I was excessively vexed, though I en* 
dsavoured to appear as if I did not feel the inralt, and 
said nothing in my own defence. When tiie company, 
however, overpoweved by dnnk, had all sank into sleep, 
I seized my knapsack, found my veay out through an 
open vj^kidow,- and, before a soul was on the road, setout 
in the first fogs of the morning to pufsuei my joii^ney. ^ 

Mf mamier of escaping ptevented any perMn knowing 
vdiat was heoome of me -, and Steinacker's efibrts to Bad 
me, of which I afterwards heard, were vnavaiii&g, b^ 
cause I coold procure no wotk in theeityto.whibhhy 
was going, and was obliged, on the following day,- to 
seek another home. - I was afiterwards more .fortunajB^ 
and though sittihg bdiind a loom now appeased a ioono- 
tonous nusevab]^ Hfo, yet I was obliged to sUfamit^ aad- 
happy by this means' to obtain food. I wastfortunate ni 
making iiiyielf agreeable by the goodness of my mannesa 
and my iadiyUy ; and I had mai^ occasions to kjiow»i 
te| a>iBMi hooones jnniMdiatoly ipleiesling totbao^ni 
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■ez« when hii melanchofy and soKtuineis give them to 
understand, that he cairies in his bosom the unhealing 
iroonds of an unfortunate attachment. 

The reader will scareely be interested by any thing 
conoeining the several mastera whom I served, nor by 
any thing concerning the masters' daughters who neve- 
nJky appeared to cherish a soft and kind regard for me. 
I shall, therefore, pass over a period of two years and a 
half, and again take up my story, as a letter at this time 
recalled me home, by the news that my mother was dan- 
gerously ill. 

It was on a beautiful spring evening, after a journey 
of nearfy three hundred miles, that I approached my 
native village. It would be in vain to attempt to de- 
scribe my feelings when I first saw the aged pines on a 
hill in the clergyman's garden, rising far and proudly 
above the other surrounding trees. Doubt and anxiety, 
curiositjr and desire, fear and hope, followed one another 
n^idly through my troubled mind : my heart beat quick, 
and the penpiration stood in great drops on my lorshead, 
as I entered my mother's house at the beginning of night. 
Fnm her sick-bed she stretched out her ains to welcome 
me ; overpowered by sorrow and grief, I threw myself on 
my knees beside her; speechless sighs vrere our only 
greeting after our three yeai's' separation, and it was only 
by toais that our hearts were made easy. 

A single glance at the scantiness of the furniture con- 
viaoed me that many un^easant changes had taken place 
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(kuing my absence, and that my mother had1ieQC«M<iivn^ 
poorer than when I left home. Nor was I lojig in leaorn*- 
iDg that she had been induced to the greatest povei^ by 
haYing been robbed, and by a very long sickness. This 
news destroyed all my courage, and all the hopes I hasL 
nourished till this monse&t were at once overthrown* 
. Nothing was, however, to be gained by giving ngn«lf 
«p to the i^loomy de^air that at fint seised me. Courage 
.and exertion were necessary, for on me now dcqpendedmy 
aick and affectionate parent. Something muat be imme» 
diately done to stop increasing misery. I .gave up at 
^nce^ and for ever, my plan, kmg.nourished in secret, of 
gaining back Lina's a^Gsctiens. It was not possible^ 
■under my circumstances, to talk to her of love ; and I 
employed myself in procuiing, by mortgaging our house, 
as much money as would buy me the necessary matexials 
.for carrying on my trade. It was with difficultf I gained 
my ends. The house was old, and . in want of repain. 
.Wind and rain f<nmd a free passage in many places, ^nd 
it promised, eie long, to fall entirely in ruins. Nobody, 
.therefose, liked to lend me money on it, and it cost me 
jnuch trouble before I could place myself in a situation 
io begin wotrk. Even then I was in want of employers ; 
the guild 6inds were extremely low, and with a sorrowful 
heart did I.aee our situation growiug.daily wpne. 

Not^ make ray joyless existence still more miserable, 
'I had carefully avoided any communicatbn vrith Lina, 
:jBiid^had only sali^ted her in passing, when I had cm- 
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ftUly timed away ray ^es as speedily as possiHe. I had, 
however, reinarked, that the chazms of yoatfifiil graee and 
loveliiiess were still spread orer her in all tiieir former fait 
measure.' ' I was separated only hy a wall from the most 
afieetioiiake of all the daughters of £ye ; and yet sqpa- 
rated, by unconqiierahle difficulties, for ever* I wandered 
ahout, when I reflected on this, like a miserable criminftl> 
and was incapable of entertaining one pleasant thought. 
• One evening, as I sat at the window in this mdahdioly 
meed, I heard the noise of a carriage, which stopp^ at 
<mr neighbour's door, and, in spite of the feeble Hght, I 
aaiw Ltna^s mother descend, and enter the houae iii com- 
pany with a man, and the carriage immediatdy dtove oSi 
"Perhaps lina's bridegroom!" was my first t&anght,^ 
whidi, with amdcty, wei^ied heavy on my soul. 'Nor 
could i get rid of this suppositioa by all the arts of reaten. 
To obtain cextainty, or to relieve the horrid fear, if pos- 
sible, I quitted tiie house, and pTyed into Lina's. 

The' little room into which I looked was well lighted, 
aad formied, from the comfort which apparehdy T^gned 
tfierei a strong contrast with our dwelling. It iiras' not 
pomibte this alteration could have been effected by the' 
spiiMikigi-wheel ; and the whole ridcUe'wtfuld have been- 
inexpUeable, had net a closer inspidiM^ of &e persMis 
siittng at table eleared it up. With astomshment I stw^ 
thaK the nmti who had aceompanied Lina's mother inte 
the house- wae Steinacker. Hd appeared quite at home. 
lAoA sftt «lese by his sid^^ alid hkd.her arm laid iii a most 
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fiEmiliar manner on his shoulder. Her gestures were sd 
cheerful, and ishe appeared so ^perfectly friendly with 
Steinacker, that I cried for vexation. Immediately I 
thought I had found the due to the whole matter. On 
that evening, so full of adventures, when Steinacker had 
questioned me so closely about Lina and her mother, I 
had displayed my eloquence at the expense of my discre- 
tion'; and, in the fulness of my heart, had sketched so 
charming a picture of iLiha, that he had been tempted to 
visit her, had found appearance justify my praises, and 
had thought her an admirable assistant in that quiet plan 
of life he meant to follow. He had fallen desperately in 
love with her — how could it be otherwise ? — had thrown 
his well-stuffed purse on the table, and every thing was 
right. . These were the thoughts with which I left my 
post of observation, and returned home bitterly vexed. 
- It nught be perhaps some hours after this when Stein- 
acker entered our house. He was perhaps astonished at 
the appearance I made, sitting still and silent in the 
comer, for it was some time before he was M^b to speak. 
At length he began to reproach me for my secret 6ight 
from die pubUc^house — spoke of a distant relationship 
between him and Lina's mother-^alluded to the senrioe 
I had rendered him, and said he still cherished the with 
to show me his gratitude. I repeated that I was alueady 
rewarded, and assured him that I was now, as then, fiar 
from wishing to make any use of his ofibr. He called 
me obstinate and capricious^ q;>oke in a dait sort <fef 
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wtnuer of domestic comforts, and closed his tbetfcmie 
fionvenatkm by makiDg me an offer of buying our old 
house* I was glad to get rid of him by refiening him for 
an amtwer till to-morrow. On this he left mi^ and took 
up bis mgfat's (jaaitem at our.neighboar's. 
' Jifty mother, on my representation that it was impos- 
sible we could retain and repair our housis, consented to 
part with.it, and the contract for selling it to Steinacker 
was concluded without much difficulty. What he offered 
and gaTe for it was a mere trifle, but my wish to get hr 
away &om lina made me readily accept.it j and after 
paying all our debts a little i«mained for a time of greater 
need. We hired « house at the farther end of the irillage» 
and the impatience of the new proprietor droye us speedily 
away ftmn the place where we had passed so many years. 
Wo felt this severely, but I was doomed to be yet mora 
fanmiliatied. My loom was aeaice^ erected in our new 
boose when Steinacker aentme a U»ge parcel of yam to 
weaTo into Uaen as quickfy and as well as possible. It 
was the first wmk I. had ieceiyed since I had been ad-« 
mitted a master. lina's hand might be traced in the 
fineness and equality of the Ito^d, and thus my first 
peiformanoe was to fonn part of her dowry. In a sor- 
fDwfid mood I began ihepieee, and chose rather to labour 
M night, 9fhen erery thing about me was still. 
, In the mean time, I learnt that our fnrmer house and 
t)ie neighhettring one were pulled .down» and that a new 
^^one one ma bitiUing jn their pkee ivitfa gnat hastt* 

VOL. X. B ' 
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This w«i soiBdent leasoB tomjrbntaitag witE llm< web/ 
winch;, aslliad fittleeke to do, was soon ootnpfetedL 
It was aent hoiM, and' aa it was eztremdy diaa gro e a blB^ 
t^ Hife to thiak of beingpaid' for it, poor aa I waa^'XiaaH 
gined a thousand mosaacoi iqoetiiig-.an/rewaidiwliiok 
might bft offeied; My ieates were» faiiwereE,..kt preaent 
iUfoondedii Stnnacker aaiit imtbiag of payiacBt, h«t ax*^ 
pRtod his 8<tkfaietioii at the wisak* and sent meaaotfaBr 
paicel of ^ara to be wove iiUo chidu Ia Ai&niMMi tiw 
snmttier pbasei^ ^radaatty away ; bo anoile faaid csrermixnl 
wifib the mekndioly that had now btcoBw* hoibitaal to: 
me; My motfacn*;' indeedy had McavaesAd so-^much as tir. 
be ait pieaetit out of dangeVf but tUa ww'tkioiily coim»> 
Ifttion I ettfoyed» 

• By lay letiied maiqiev of linngr 2 eaai aaielf asy I had 
oohaiidiaaaAiirly spieadxng my repiitatio& aa. aclevev 
^mtcifet'y bat, ia* tfvthy aadit aa aooount waagnafaiai^ 
gHefi of me. Good £neadi mky, pathapsr have apokav 
of me ; peiiu^ StaiiiadDer hioMelf ; bat oMtain it is,, that 
at this tittle I had m&nwotk duui two limoiia eoidd; per-^ 
form. 1^ twcond web for hnk had longbalm doae, and 
hto aaid ttotidag of payaneaie. I could not beliave tiiat ha 
had gtijMed-py wishes^ ted tiiough^ 1 hit contBatid 
tHthhissiteBoe, IwasatalMstoeKplat&it. At length 
he appointed me to eome to* hiaa«t a pAftkakt hoar on 
a Sanday evemag, reqaestiag me at the soMe time to 
sUiy ta sapper with lam. t vnsai at ttie qi p e i n t ed haitr, 
b«t wilb the iinb deldiaiixtttfiMi of l^eiaiiag tftl- pi^miiiit* 
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^9fid of levni^ luxik to e«t ^0 su{»p6r Akme vft&d.iiQw,.fer 
the first tiioe, I saw tbe new house, ^J^db:! had bitbesto 
.eaxMily awmded. 3!he Ofirser reoeived bm in a cheexfiKl 
joom cIqm to the door, askedane to ait afc a table cociWEsd 
with a. given doth, and Requested my aocoiint. Now 
began onr dispute. I persisted I had no account to.gire, 
•thuil W9IS hapfiy inlhis wny to &how my gratitude for 
the money jadvanoed on owr hooBe, and that I luid always 
.fefl«ived<not to tike any thijag for the linen. He «aidihe 
wodnsan was- worthy of hit hize ; that he could not hear 
of such untimely generosity ; that I was an obstinate fe^ 
low, but J|Mit he knew a way to bend me, which he wonld 
aeea emfdey^if J did.notgive in. In the midst. of eiir 
dilute somebody vang fit the oiAer dpdr; Stein^cker 
opened it, and^ by thejftidjof the light in tfae.reiom, -I 
saw a female, whom I belieired to be mymo&er. This 
supposition added considerably to. my confusioii ; and, 
when Steinaeker letnmed, as I was again defending my 
Q^nion, and constantly blundering from eae thing to 
aaotfier, I at. last said the yam was s^n by Lina, and 
that theie was no necessity for a third person to interfere 
between us.. At this moment Steinacker clapped his 
J^aads/ aad laughed aleud« To my Sstonishment a side- 
4par D|»aed, and Lina, with hev^nd my meth^» entsried. 
I stood as tf jpooted to the spot, felt ss if all my limbs 
.w^fa paraiyiedf and stsjred at them all, one after an- 
p&mTt without saying a woid. Steinacloer ^t an end tk> 
i!^ byqwid^gting Lina to me, and .assuiing me that the 
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•lected of my heart had always been true to me, and 
tiiat, now he had done all which was necessary to caneel 
ap> old debti nothing was wanting to complete our happi- 
ness, if tiie. interference of a third person was not de- 
clared to be of no use or value. But who could think 
thisi 

It now turned out that Steinacker was a half>brother 
of lina's mother, and had resided here a twelvemonth, 
constantly occupied in carrying a project into- execution 
he had formed on the first evening "of our w o nderftil ac- 
quaintance* There was no deception ; £ina hung on my 
arm, I could press her to my heart ; and the founder* of 
our fortunes wished us hapfnness and joy by his- smiles. 
'* la it possible,'' said I to Lina, " that you have con- 
••tantiy thought of our former friendship, though I insuHed 
you so rudely t Can you alvrays have loved me, when I 
formerly treated you so ill Y* ^ 

** Always," said she, vnth a glance that vras move 
convincing than her words ; " and I have even preserved 
more carefully than, from circumstances, you suppose, 
perhaps, the present which I formerly received from your 
hand." 

At these woids she drew away the green eloth, and, 
with joyAil surprise, I diere saw the very red cock which 
I myself had formerly made for her. He vras now pasted 
on the middle of the table, am destined to be the last- 
ing ornament of this piece of furniture. A paper, virith 
the magistrate's seal, lay near it. " Times uid customs 
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change/' said Steinacker. " Formerly the cock gave 
you pennies to satisfy your hoyish appetites ; now he 
gives you a stone -built house to dwell in, and large 
enough for you to supply old Steinacker with a place of 
repose for the rest of his days." 

" The cock/' said I, ** had no need to ^ve any orders 
on this point." - 

Here, then, do I gaily and cheerfully, as I began, 
conclude my narrafi6n. I live in a well-built, airy, 
voomy house ; have been for some time united to Lina ; 
rejoice in the daily inoreeise of my business -, and expect 
ahortly that a young Godfred vrSl hail me with the name 
of Cftdier. In taking \eM of' the well-disposed reader, 
I cannot doless tban esbeaf tile favour of his company 
at the ezpeded dkristeoifig. 
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A PBBBIAN TA](.1« 



In th« feign of a nmote. king of Persia, a meidiant of 
Balsoia hamg become a bankrupt, retired with the 
wreck, of his fortune into, the province of Kounsta^, 
where he bought a little cottage with a field or twow 
Grief, however, preyed so much upon his heart, that it 
was not long before he became sensible that his end was 
approaching. He therefore called his four sons to his 
bed-side« " My children," said he, " I have no ether 
fortune to leave you but this cottage, and the knowledge 
of a very important secret. During my opulent state I 
found a friend in the genius Alzim, who promised me 
that, after my death, he would divide a great treasure 
among you. This genius lives some miles off, in the 
forest of Kom. Go and find him ; ask him for this trea- 
sure, but take care not to believe*' Death did 

not permit him to finish the sentence. 

As soon as the four sons had interred their parent they 
went te the forest of Kom, and soon found the residence 
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bf the- genim Al^, wtio Idndly recetvcd all who omm 
to lee him/ Bitened to their complaints, and gaxre them 
noney with profiuion. But his favobrs were gnnted 
upon the condition that they would blindly follow the 
council he gave; and he raceived none. into his palace 
witil they had taken an oath to that effect. 

This oath did not intimidate the three -elder sons ; but 
tfie-fottrthy whose' name was Tai, thought the ceremony 
veiy abauid* He took the oath, however, as irell as 
the others ; but reflecting on the dangerous consequences 
of that indiscreet oath, and recollecting that his father, 
who very often visited this palace, had passed his life In 
inconsistencies, he wished, without incurring the guih of 
perjury, to guard against future danger ; and while they 
were leading him to the genius, he stoj^ied his ears with 
fragrant wax. Thus prepared, he prostrated himself be- 
fore thethrene of Ahdm. 

Alzim oidered the four sons of his old friend to riser; 
he embraced them» and commanded a large chest to be 
filed with gold. *« This,'' says he, ** is the treasure I 
have designed for you. I shall fiist divide it among you, 
aad then point out to each his way to happiness." 

Tai did not hear what the genius said ; but be atten- 
tively observed him, and perceived an air of maUdgu* 
satisfectlim, that gave rise to many reflections. How- 
•fer, hO' gratefully received his part of the treasure. 

When Aliim had thus enriched them, he said, " My 
ehWratty youT' |>rosperity or adversity depends on how' 
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«r! kcnr lute jfou hf^^fiea: Ao ,mwi ^oAh a. oettaia 

taoutiif but who i» known by yeiy r&ir« I abUl- wku^^ 
to each «C yim vRheM jfcm nay ind-hin*^ 

Alnm.theii1oakandoBatir,.ike«Uest<brotl^ '*Mj 
son/' said he, '^^hott isitibomiaf :grsat>ta]iefttsl(Dr!ifaiw 
S'hfe kng^ of' Peniat hair just saht :an annj agaimt . the 
TM»;.|;o4ntlt.tham; it is ki tha. Banian camp jthaa 
ihalt^ndBadmMdi.? Beki^ thaakadcthaganiw* And 
was iiapaliaiitto lanair ta«lhe camp. 

iAiidmiitext beeboned Mesrou, th6.iacaad«Ba. *' Than 
ait' aft i^nious youth/- -said he« "tiid blessed ^ih a 

thou must eeek Bathateadi." 

Tp the dutd brolker, whose aama waaSaddir, he said» 
'/.Thim hast aleitile imagioatioa^r them shalt be a poet 
Take the road that leads to Agra. Amofig tha wits and 
ladies 'Of that cily thou mays! fiqd Bathmendi.'* 
• iXai came fiNrwaid in his tam> and, . prepared with his v 
yax»-4id fkot h^ar one syllable of n^at Alzim/said, It 
yras aftarwarclakacpini .tha$ ha<:(mi)SoUed.him^ 
a dervise* 

The four bxothefa thttaked the benaiteeQl ganlua and 
sstnrned .home. The' tlriee elder thought o£ Mimg but 
Bathmendi. Tai look the wax ^oes his mm, heard them 
make jkhe diiorettt arrangeuMnta fdw their, d^paituia* ai^ 
propose MUii^thsir ootfi^ toihe.first bidder tndidiiid- 
iag tha money. Taibeggad to be ^ pi¥»huB^I'tfei^ 
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eoaMKted ^ he dwided ihe {irice imong ihem» 

diem all happiBeM, tendeily embraced them, and waft 

left akme in the house. 

Tai was in loYe vith youBf; Amina, the- daughter of ft 
noghboaring fianner . Amina was beantifal and. viptueus ; 
■he had the care d herfa&er's house, was the comf<nt oi 
his old age, and prayed to heaven for only two things : 
Ae first was, long life to her father ; and the second^ that 
she mighl one day become the wife of Tai. Her prayers 
weie heard. Tai asked her father's coinent and obtained 
it. . Amina's fitfher went and lived with his son-in-law, 
•adrlnght.him the art of making the earth repay thfr 
laboDim of the hnsbandman. Tai had sdll a little of hisl 
pettionleft ; with that he extended the limits of his fields, 
aad bought a'fiock. The. fieSds proved fertile and pro- 
dnetiTe ; the fleeces of his. flock were sold ; Tai's house 
became die seat of plenty ; and as he lumself was indns* 
trious and economical, every year added to their income.. 
Id the space of six years Tai, now father of seven bean- 
tiiiil children, the hjisband of a krvdy and virtnous wife, 
aon-inolaw.ef a healthy and respectable old man, and 
peaiceAil possessor of numerous flocks, was the happiest 
fiumer. in Kowristan. 

Meanwhile, his three brothers were proceeding in quest 
of Bathmendi. Bekir had arrived in the camp of the Per- 
mans. He ofiered himself to the grand vizir, who placed 
htJH in a body of horse. A few days after battle was 
giveot fmd ii was a bloody one, Bekir ctid woadeni: he. 
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mmd iiifl ^eoftral^i laSt, 'nd kilted the edmmaDder «f the 
caemy. The 'p^ies vf Bekir weie in cmy onb's m<Hrtli« 
The soldiers called him the Persian hero, and die vhic 
iai»d him to the rank of a ^general officer. ^'Afaiihwas 
right/' said fiekir to himself ; ''fortune waited for me here) 
eveiy tfaiiig^ aMmes ae I th^Ul meet with Bsthmendi.'' 

fii> f^ory, 9aA particoiaily his peferment, eadted the 
%iaf flf ailhis rivab. They teflectod on the wieanneia 
«f his eztiaction» and refused to aerve under himV Bekir, 
vnhappy in the midst of piosperi^, was ohliged to hjm 
alone, alwaya on his gvaid, and never safe' from sodmI 
iaanh or affiront. He wat now regretting the time he 
had heen but a common soldier ; when the Turks, with 
^eah troops and a new general, attacked the divisioq 
commanded by Bekir. Hub was what his livak long 
wished for. He fongfat Uke a lion, but was nei&er obeyed 
HOC seconded. In vmin the eoldiekB wished to assist lam: 
their oAigbib lestiained their azdour, and only urged them 
tafhf^t. The brave Bekir, deserted, covered with wounds^ 
and overpowered by numbers, was taken prisoner* Hie 
Tvikish general eent him to Constaatin^le, wheie h» 
tMtf tiifown into pri»on. ** Alas I" said he, *' I begin'>ta[ 
fear that Alrim has deceived me : Bathnendi oertain^ 
cMyipt be heie«" The war continued fifteen yean, and 
BM^ti rivals prevented an exchange of priMnieii.v He 
wits not enlarged till peace was proclaimed. He lostantly 
v^Mdred to Ispahan, to ^ak to the virir, whose Ufe-he 
had s«ved. He wae three weeks before he crald lee 
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him : at Itiigth'lu^ olAuiied.an «ril^»ee. Fiffeeh: years' 
impriaomnent makes a gnfat alt6tt»tioii in tiie penon of d 
fine youth. TM: vior at fiist did not faiow hinu. At 
last, however, he di4 renanher that Bekir had oncfl 
.dflnehioa a little B^vice.' ^ 

^^ Yea, y^s^ my fidead, I think. X do: mmembec yoiu 
Yoa are a. biaTe«maii,.but <tbe! <tate is gmati^ eAamted ; 
however, .come aggini, «ad X shati see what I eaia do." 

" W^tg vior/' saiid B^ir, <* X ata destitote of eveiy 
thing. These fifteen day»X.miistliaare>stamd, were it 
not for a jBoldier of til* gnaids,. one of my ohi comfadcB; 
who jbaashaied his ^^ witii me." 

"Indeed.! that.deaen«s.tO'bfttMatiMied..to tiie emft 
fezor, €emeiag9«ii;. weishall^rSM what: we can do. ki 
you. 

Bekir rstunie4 fcmke jlipiie afler, aadfound no admit- 
tance.. He i^w desp^satef.and left the palace fcc eras 
He threw himself down at l&ve foei of a tree on; the banks 
of the merG^idrei^; there refieqtbg on theingtalitadB 
of the visvr ^4- ^^ '^^f^ misloi!|:iiiiet(« his ideas, beoamd 
insupportable. He rose, and waa nnhing. heili^Dttg ti9 
the nver^ when beifouad himself c«t^ intheiami of a 
be|;gar, who» bathing him with hie tears^ cried out, ** It 
is my brothes." Bekir looked foi^, and baheldMsKou^ 

The feeliags. of Bekir and Meanou were rejeywally 
tender SAd deliciowl. They €i»nkiniind for some waoments 
speeehksa.. M last. Bekir ewiaimed» " And ase jpoa» 
taoj uabai^* iVQr bwite 1" 
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' «<Thifl/'aii8tv«i«dlfe8rou/"itfhetetj6g^dtiKiiiieiit 
I have known since I left you.^ 

The two brotheta then sat down together) and Menoli 
thns began to relate his adyentoies. 

" Yon remember the day that- we went to the pifkec 
of Alzim. That treichenms genins told die I shootd find 
Hatfamendi at court. I followed hit fiiital council, and 
soon anived at Ispahan. There I became acquainted 
with a young female slave who belonged to die mistress 
of the grand vizir's first secvetaiy This slave loved me,^ 
and introduced me to her nustresSf who finding me younger 
and handsomer than her- keeper, took me to live with her^ 
and made me pass for her younger brotfaier. The younger 
brother was soon presented to the vizir, .and obtained a 
place in the palace. 

"I thought myself now on the right road, and deter- 
mined to proceed as I had begun. I turned my batteiy 
against the superannuated sukaness dowager. She took 
as great a liking for me as my first raistzess, and through 
her means the sophi refused me nothing. I arrived at 
the first honours of the empire. 

** But in the midst of my gloiy I was astonished I 
ttevter met 'with Bathmendi. That idea emlntfcered all my 
pleasures. The older the suHaness grew the more she 
tormented me. Anger/ reproaches, quarrels, and then 
team, and a fondness a thousand times wwse than her 
fury, were the niitiiral consequences. • On lh» other hand, 
my situation raised poweifol enemies, K I gave a plaoa 
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away tme movih thanked me for it, wkaie milUoni were 
open' to cune me. I was the cause of every disastw that 
happened : what good was done was imputed to the king, 
all the evil to me. The people detested me ', the king 
began to look coolly on me ; the sultaness modier was 
the .tonnentof my life, and I thought Bathmendi never 
meant to.come near me. 

" The king's passionfor a young Mingielian con^Leted 
my misfortune. The whole court .turned to her, :h<^Hng 
Ibe mistress might ruin the favourite. I end^vouied to 
save myself by forming a connection with the Mingre]iain» 
and flattering the sophi in his love : but it gsew too vio- 
lent ; he jresolved to many her. The sultaness mother 
swore, that if I did not prevent the maniage I should hie 
jaanssinated the very next day, for her power was at an 
end if the young king married. On the other hfjid, the 
Jfingrelian assured me, that ,if X did not promote the 
marriage, and effect it thib next day, she would qause me 
40 be strangled. My situation ivas terrible :.I had either 
■to ehnse the dagger, the silk cord, or flight. I fixed upon 
the latter, and fled in thi& disguise with a great many 
diamonds, which will enable v» to. liv» in some comer 
jof Hindostan, iax £rom sultanesses, MingreUans,. and 
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Bekir then told Mesrou his adventures, and they iMlh 
•thouc^t that the best thing they could do was to go to 
ibeir brother Tai, where their diamonds veuld make them 
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oonfertaUli Ae rostof lUr Eves. AocDnting^ tkey^ toik 
thfiJMui thfttledthat wi^v and tianrdlediiiaBy da^ w^i* 
put BitetiBg with any rezBttriKaUeoccnmnuxr. : 
, As tbBj .wtm CMSsiag the pzunnce of Taniataiiy to* 
Kacdfl. (iha«veiuBg.thejs. arrived al a sbmII «U&^ iri^wa 
thc^E intended to pass, the night. It was. a Astivali 
When they entered the village thivf saw: a gtaat numbar 
tt£.pe^BajDDtsf children, ilil clotfaedr walking before a kind 
ff£ clatk. The tnsa hiotibGen passiiig by hNtad at hiiii» 
and beheld thflir brother Saddir.. Tbey;ilj9w:t»eaAltotte 
:iidth ineipiessibk. sufpBisa «Mi jay. 
<^ Whatr' saidBekif> " is itthnsthey MvianLgeoimt?' 
'*¥es^" saidSaddir eoolly; '^justaatheiftieward var 
kmaJ* .' He ^ten took his baetheis to apoot hut^ wheia ha 
pnparada litli».ri«e fev their suppei, and aftaswaiida* told 
Ihem his-stMyW' 

i '" The^epinS'Alsinv adMaed mate seelt thachiio^rioal 
8athiM»di iatha^gria* dtyoC Agra, aaongt th0. laaUes 
and wits. I airivad' in Agfa, and bsfore-I aiade av|Ft ap^ 
peatanoe I* was dasifoua of paving tfaftwt^ by thapubi- 
MaatioD'of ai» immortal' woffc* In the spaae of one moaUi 
tkis. wotk' aame ost. It vms a complete eouna of die 
aciancfls^ in toiaa small naat vohuneof sooty pages> dimdtd 
into chapters, each chapter containing a tale, and etwgr 
tAla^asdeB^e* - 

■ ^* Afy book had pvodigions suooett,. and Zwas^woftfit^- 
aaUyadndiadaiiicowtei^ £v«!3^thiDgl8nd:, whathii^ 
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BiOOMititiariiot, wttisplete wiih'wit-aiidwei^faA9r)neft&« 
ing. Thesoltttia hera^nnote neia lettet/:as,^rall «s die 
Goiddy flfderuig meto ootot. 

'^'Come, come, said I to myself^ AhmiluismiltdeiBeiTwi 
■e -: ' ray gkacy is ^immortal : I sfaall oetftaiify find Baith-- 

MBBdi at COBCt. 

*^1 tvts there i^oeiTed whh eviery p6flBittle demonstm- 
tion Jof joy. The ndtana piresciiited nre to the enipco-or/ 
admitted me to her parties, asked me for every pfodtto-^ 
tim of my muse, and assured ane she would. «rer he toy 
ficieiid. On my part, my gratitude was awataied, and' 
I promased to i^nd my life in singing faer praises. 

« I now thought I was upon iha point of meetioq^'with' 
Bathmendi, when my patroness quarrelled With the vidp 
for a place that 'he refused to give' at her desire'lo the 
son of her pastrycook. The £eitourite flew to me, tiaA 
begged Iwould lli^ the minister' in the most Yixulent' 
manner. I did'so : Iwrote a foleraUe good satiie, andr 
it was in ev^body's hands. 

" The viag eastty found out who « was the aaihor. Mk^ 
went to the suUana with the comnosBion she -had soli*- 
eited, iud, over and above, an order on die tra&siuy Ienp 
one hundred thousand datkmans. * He aAed no^ odier 
mtnm than leave to-h&ve me stnngled in a dungeon. 
< That's a trifle,' ainsweied the sultana; ' I shdl fhia 
instant send: £ar ihat insolent ibllow, who^dufst make free ' 
with youf name when I had expresbfy forhiddien him.' 

*' Fovtnnaiely for me, one of the siikana's davee was 
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pvetent at the convetiatioii ; he eame and tdd me whaf 
had paned, and I had jnstthne enough to escape. 

" Since that time I have travelled over all Hindostan.' 
For subiiatence I wrote a variety of works, for which I 
was hilt ill rekarded, and which enabled me barely to 
exist. Tired at length of instructing the. world, I pre- 
fiened teaching little cottagers to read, and I got to be 
the village clerk, where I eat my brown bread, and never 
think of Bathmendi." 

. " It is in yowr power now to leave it," said Mesrou.- 
** I,have saved some diamonds, which, when sold, w3l 
support tts all in Kousistan in an easy and unambitious 
manner." They soon persuaded Saddir, and all three set 
off for Kounstan. . 

They were now at their last day's journey, and very: 
near the litde mansion of Tai, when on a sudden a gang 
of robbers i^irung from among the rocks on the side of 
the road, surrounded our three travellers, and commanded 
them to strip. Bekir was going to offer resistance, but 
Aree of the banditti holding their daggers at his heait, 
tore away his clothes, while the other associates did ar 
much to the other two, and left them all as naked as* 
i^en> they came into the vrorld. 
. It was dark night : the unfortunate brotiiers hastened, 
towards the house of Tai. They arrived r the sig^t cost 
them some teats. They stood at the door : they vrare' 
afiraid to knock. At last, through a chink in the win- 
dow-skuttera, Bekir looked in, and saw, in a neat fiir- 



lidiod iMm, !«■ biDllicr Talin the flii<ld|e ofjeventeesi 
ohiWrRii, who ivcpre dU bugliiiig ut4 pmttlwiif ^sigether^ 
Xtikad on fais light hand his ¥dfe' AtniBa, feeding her 
jDWigest ' child ; mixd on the left a little o}d -man, who 
was pouiing wine into T«i'» cup. Bekir ijould no^ongei; 
mfrusi 'from teUiag his biotber». Xhe^ knocked at the 
door. A servant opened it, and cried out pn seeing ttosQ 
ttak«d^A«n. Tai ran to see What wa^the matter. The 
hvothemalliew into his azms, andbMhed him with .their 
tsars. Tai^'Olaiined at fiat, ooon knew their votoss, and 
4;}Bhin)ced>4bckn. Amitka flew io 'the door too, but le- 
tnnied with be^ girls from. the jj^t of the naked men. 
All was in' movement ekcept'lhe little old man, vA» did 
not stir from the table* 

Taii^et oMie$ for his brothiars, and introdnoed/theBt 
to hSs ^e and childion : they werb ovwjoyed* 

" Ah !" said Bekir, « this is true felicity : thii sight 
repays us for all our misfortunes — it surpasses all our 
feimer gloiy . Alas ! brother, since wo left you we have 
done nothing but pass from one woe to .another, and 
never could find that Bathmendi we were in pursuit of." 

" That is very true," said the little old man, who still 
sat at table. " How could you find me, who have never 
once left this spot?" 

*' What art thou, then Y* 

'* I am Bathmendi," rejoined the old man, and during 
fifteen years have never left this house but one day, and 
that was when Amina*s father died, but I soon came 

f2 
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back again« Ask tbis family if Hiey know my mne. tt 
h in your poWer too, bold adveatuvers, to'knovr mef«^ You 
may be acquainted with me if you please -, and if you do 
not I care not. Leam to be moderate, and we shA soon;, 
be friends." Saying this, he rose, kissed the children, 
smiled on Tai and Amina, and went to wait for them in 
their chambers. 

The next day Tai showed his riches to his three- bro-- 
thers. Bekir immediately commenced husbandman, took' 
the spade in hand, and was-thefirst with whom Bathmendf 
was pleased. Mesrsu, whcr had been piime minister,* 
was made the first sheplierd of the farm ;- and the poet 
was sent to maiket, to ^nploy his eloquence in tbe sale 
of com, wool, and milk, and was as useful as the restL' 
In*, six months Bathmendi was pleased with them all, 
and their deys flowed sweetly on in the bosom of Hap^ 
pinm*. 

* In the Pcratui Unpiagt, Batbmeadl signifies Happiness. 
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All torment, troable, wcmder, and amasement 
Inhabits here. Some heavenly power guide as 
Out of this fearful country ! 

Sib Giles de Montfort was not only superstitious but 
coBstittttionally timid. He was one of those men who, 
during the bloody scenes of the revolution of France, rose 
himself on the. ruins of his betters, and, having acquii'ed 
immense wealth, considered himself entitled to commit 
every excess which can be practised by human nature^ 
In tbe-'Budst of the many extravagant ideas which he 
had planned for execution, he suddenly took the resolu- 
tion of visiting die native island of that man who 
swayed the sceptre not only of France but of the greater 
part of Europe. He took leave of the capital, after 
having made the necessary preparation, set out with all, 
the pomp of ati- eastern monarch, and excited the atten- 
tion of eveiy.town and viUage tbrovgh which he tra- 
velled. 

The principal object which induced him to make this 
no less sadden than eztraordinaTy visit, was a young. 
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lady, beautiful as Aurora, who had attended her father 
to Paris to pay his respects to the sovereigu of the 
world, as Buonaparte was styled in Corsica. 

Cupid smiled in her looks — ^her eyes were black — ^they 
captivated the knight, who, not doubting that he would 
be accepted, set forward like a second Don Quixote, 
and detenmned iiev<ar to return witho^ his bifide. 

The lady was the youngest sister of three : they were 
all handsome, but Jane was sti^ingly'S04' 'She alone was 
as yet unmarried. 

In the numerous train of Sir Giles was a young man, 
who in grace and elegance as far surpassed his master as 
&e Apollo Belvidere surpasses the cfasts made from it. 
He waft the right hand of the knight, and 'maniag^ ^ 
his affiurs with that diligence and honesty i^hieh'> gained 
him the eAeem of all those' who knewhim. 
* Several were the ridimifottiiMiveiitttiesiwfaiehrbeftdte 
blight on his journey, Who in bulk «qiialled Sir John 
Falstaff; but as we. have not time to travel with him 
from Pkris to Ufarseilles, let it tnflSee that he arrived in 
safety at the latter plaee, whence he eihbiarked 'for 
Ajaccio, which he Reached in one of those exqui^te 
summer evenings which must ever engage tiie attenfkm 
of the most eallods. But love — ^ough not that lovo 
wfcich filled the bosttn of Petrarch, orlniSueiieed'the 
heart of the tender Abelard — ^love akme engrossed liis 
thoughts. The setting sun cast its departing ra3^ en the 
ragged rocks that crowned the distant horiyon, gnd yet 
MUdj tfaiged the receding bay, oft the'xfotUiwn tide of 
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which IS fiitnated the city that gave hirth to a man whose 
talents raised him to the highest pinnacle of gloiy at- 
tainable by hnman beings ; and whose ambition caused 
that fall which most evidently proved the instability of 
mortal febrics. Sir Giles Expected to meet Mademoiselle 
Jane de Launay on the beach on his landing — why we 
do not know : in this hope every idea was concentrated. 
As the tide was ebbing, he was forced to proceed to the 
town in'U boat, and nearly risked falling into the water 
through his impatience, which was considerably damped 
by his not finding the lovely Jane, as he had ridiculously 
expected. 

M. Lenoir, anxious that Sir Giles should appear to 
advantage to the family of Launay, recommended him 
to send for the necessary persons to set tfff his figure, 
before he announced his arrival in the town of Ajaccio. 
Sir Giles had never learnt to dance. A Frenchman, and 
not dance ! But the chevalier had been bom in an ob- 
scure village, and his father, the postillion, never enter- 
tained the least thought of seeing his son rise on the 
rains of his employers ; or that he would aspire to the 
hand of a daughter of the illustrious house of Launay. 
As he was, however, too far advanced in age to begin to 
take dancing lessons, he sent for a fencing^master, who 
immediately made his appearance. This man had for- 
merly instructed one of Jane's brothers-in-law ; and the' 
chevalier* hoping to gain some information respecting the 
family of Launay, asked all that be thought requisite ^ 
amongst others, whether the fafher was rich T 
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W%^\7^ *** ^"^ ia a moat 8jA 

\^, ^ W ^ ^- ^* Launay's,. and- was by 

^/^ 1;^, H|^ '^ at the door, aad conducted tc 

O* t? ^«i ^T"^ ^*^*^ -^J'^ iwre asaeml 

/^^ ^(t^^^^^' «*o iionever eatexed about bal; 
^^^^'^' ^*^ ** that. grace wbicfa had captiv 

/^^r ^^^^*a«i<iered ,nth gold floweoi. ma ni 
J^Jt^Q^^f^^oa- o¥qer her sboiildea. The bugbt 

^f^ ^^^ J^ *^ -f^^^ ^^ r«q?ects. and thvs addreawd 

^^^^^te^^' ^'^J'ja*«ian,"«aidhe, "^madam^tom 

*^ '• P^'^^JV'.^Fs**** **> the court of France. Theemf 

^^^^,J^ ^ 4c«^ **> .r^&ceave you most gradoualy." 
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be tha^ Jua4y^deJfi(Qnt 

'Sir, yoir jnnitexeiMB 
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. ** No matter ; your fate is fixed," jcitumed the knight, 
-who .wished to frighten her, as her father had left the 
room r " yow fate is fixed. I havel settled the affair with 
your fether. He agrees to accept my ofier." Sir Giles, 
who felt he had gone rather too far, as he perceived .by 
the smiles and whisperings of many of the ladies pisesent* 
made an awkward bow and left the .house, highly in- 
censed at the presumption, as he teoned it, of Mademoi- 
seUe de Launay, in refusing so splendid an oflfer. . 

Jane, who had .long since given her heart away, but 
had not as yet obtained- the positive consent of her father, 
who she knew would incline to the greater riches of Sir 
Oiles, trembled for .the issue of an affair which had so 
<extr;u»dinary a commencement, and imparted bcr ^ears 
to one of her named sisters, who, after revolving the 
^matter over, proposed to .attack Sir Giles .on the weak 
side, having perceived his superstition, and formed a plan 
lor inducing him to befieve jthat a vampire haunted the 
house* 

^They had two trustyr^eivants in their family, to whom 
the secret was confided, llie man had studied astrology, 
and tiie woman followed his instructions — ^two fit instru- 
ments for their purpose. They were ordered to wait oa 
Sir Giles, and inform him that they were versed in an art 
he was prone to believe ; but above all, they were to acr 
4iuaint him that vampires were prevalent in Corsica, and 
very vinitent against strangers. 
. In ordei' to cariy their plan into efibct, a masquetade 
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was proposed, tb which the knight was invited. The 
company was numerous and brilliant for the place. Sir 
Giles disguised his face, but he could not. disguise his 
fignn, and he was remarked by strangers for his awk- 
ward appearance. He sought the fair Jane, but she was 
not present. He discovered her father, and kept pinioned 
to his side until the scene of action was to commence.- 
Just as Sir Giles was endeavouring to make a bow to a 
lady passing by, a voice distinctly pronounced the word 
" Pepopuldn !" in his ear, which caused him to start. 
The exclamation was followed by these words : — 

While the mood the ehurch-yard lights. 
Or glfanmers on the moimtain heights. 
The VMDpire from his earthly den 
Comes forth to haunt the sons of men. 

The knight stared in the utmost horror ; and imagining 
the vampire to inhabit the mask, he flung, it away, ai^d' 
retreated to another part of the room, afqpaiently ex- 
hausted with the agitations of fear. Several gentlemen 
approached to offer their assistance, when the voice again 
vibrated on his ear, and thus addressed him : — 

The Turk with his korsQ, the Pole with his mail, 
The lord with his musket, the down vith his flail. 
Must yield to the force of the vampire so great. 
For when Vampy is hungry he 'U sare find a treat. 

The knight could no longer contain his terror, but jSed 
vrith precipitation, and hurrying. along one of , the corri-* 
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dors, entered the first door yfbath. he fouiid open, which 
happened to be Madame de Launay's. He flung himself 
into one cS the arm-chairs, and was not sensible, till 
somewhat recovered, of lihe presence of the lovely Jane.* 
To her h6 began to relatd. With evident signs of the inost 
abject fear, and with great exaggerations, the cireulD-^ 
stances Which had just trans|««d ; adding, that at a con- 
vent' near the towii of Mersburg, in Pohind, he had been 
attacked by a vampire, which had knocked out his teeth, 
beat hid Servants black and' blue;, stol^ his boolts, his 
silver lantern, and dftlnk all his wine. 

His tormentors, who had closely followed him, re- 
newed the attack, with the etclamation of " Pepopukin, 
Pepopukin!" 

The knight trembled like an aspen leaf, and crept 
d<IB© to Jancf, as if for protection. ** I hav6," said he, 
*^ ^'CotA Ahiveiihg j I must retire — ^the damp air has af-- 
fe«fbd md." 

Madeinoiselle could sc^ly contain herself. Sir G9e8 
h«id nd sooiier placed his foot on the lltHJshbId Mn lie 
heard the same voice — 

Stop, stop, Sir Giles, 
Yoa do not know old VimpYb wilM ; 
If near tttut dodr y6n dftre to go. 
Close to yotir ^eet you 11 find yoar foe. 

' Sir Giles trembled more ahd tttdr6 j he seeitiM rivetfed 
to the spot, uncoBscidtis of the approach of Valentine, the 
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man servant, who, pretending to appear concerned, asked 
what had happened to the noble stranger. 

•* Oh !" said Sir Giles, " I wish I were but safe back 
in Paris, away from these vampires — these infernal spirits. 
Why, ten thousand are now fleeting across the room." - 

"Where, where 1'^ said Valentine. " I neither see 
jior hear any one besides your noUe self and Mademoi- 
selle, who does not seem frightened, though I believe heE 
nerves are much weaker than yours." 

" I teU you," said Sir .Giles, *' I have seen a vampire." 

** A vampire ! why what is a vampire 1" * 

** Pepopukin, Pepopukin!" said the voice near Sir 
Giles. 

'* That V the vampire !" said the dievalier. 

" I do not hear any thing," said Valentine. ** It 
must be some spirit that follows you exclusively. I be* 
lieve I stated to you that vampires did exist in this island. 
i have since heard that they attack not only strangers but 
rich persons." 

" Oh that I Yf^re but 9afe back at Paris !" vociferated 
the knight in an agony of despair. " I shall be robbed, 
murdered^ Oh me, oh me!" 
- Hie vam|»re thus continued — 

From my winding-sheet I rise, 
And my blood-sworn body flies 
. Ow mioks ttnd over iQoiintalos, . . 

Over rivers, over founjtaips. 
Bones and skeletons 1 bring, 
Whi^ on the «a8t)e tops I fling->- < • 
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Skeletons of wuriors old. 
Who once did shine in bumish'd gold. 
The Alps beneath my wings I thrust. 
And stain with blood the very dust. 

The knight could no Icmger support himself, but f^ 
flat on' the' floor, and called aloud for assistance. 

Mademoiselle de Launay left the room in quest of 
soine of the servants, while Valentine endeavoured to 
raise him from his cUsgraoefdl position, and led him to his 
carriage, while Jane informed her sisters of the promising 
success df the plan. 

Pepopukin, however, was restless in hb pursuit of the 
knight, and even followed him to his chamber^ where Sir 
Giles ordered, or rather begged, his confidant to remain 
during, the night. Exhausted with the exertions he had 
undergone, the chevalier soon fell asleep ; and M. Le- 
noir, imagining his presence to be' no longer necessary, 
left the room, when Sir Giles was again roused by the 
tremendous sound of "Pepopukin, Pepopukin!" He 
jumped from his couch, and by the help of a nohlight 
left in the room searched for his swoid, but in vain, as it 
had disappeared from the head of his bed. Imagining 
that the loss of the sword was a token of the disappear- 
ance of the vampire, he cautiously returned to his bed 
and began to slumber, when he was assailed by the same 
sounds. He rose again and seated himself in a chair, 
unable to grasp the bell to call fqr assistance, and re- 
mained in that position until his courage returned with 
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tlie bght. He aooq after reoeived an i&v^tion to iKieak- 
last irom M; ds Launay, who waa. &ot« aware of the 
night's .occumnees. De Montfort .hesitated some time 
.whether he should go or not. How could hs mftke his 
g^ppeamnoe, after having given such evident madcs of his 
pusiUaninuty the preceding eveaing*? Yet he thought he 
must either go or relinquish his pretemuons to the lady. 
Xhifl seemed impossihlOf as no lady in Paris equalled her 
in beauty. Her fortune was great — her iamUy was noble 
•"-^ler aceampHshmanlii were exquisite — ^but how. could he 
meet her 1 Some .little sense oi shame dwelt in his mind, 
hut he at last stifled that : he dressed, and with a con- 
aummate.air of effrontery., which the ignorant alone know 
how to assume, he entered the breakfast room, where the 
fiunily was assembled : all the junior parts had by this 
time been acqnaiided with the secr^. Jane was gay, 
and received thedievalier so gradeusly.that he began to 
fsnicy he.had beendreamiug ^bout the vampire, and de« 
tennined not tomentionthe subject. The break£[i8t was 
Oooeludcd, .and eveiy thing seemed to take its pn^ier 
cbome; 

M.de Launay, though of coBsideEabie property. him« 
self, waa elated -at the hxape of bis- daughter manying so 
splendidly, to one who stated himself to be a most inti- 
mate ftiend- of 'Ae emperor's. Parties of {Measure weia 
proposed and accepted. The kni^t was in ecstasies : he 
even ventured so far as to imprint a kiss on -the hand of 
the lady. Various .topes of ceoversation filled up the 

g2 
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numiiiig, and Sir Giles returned to his apartment, buoyed 
up with the idea that the afiair of the preceding eveiiing 
wais a delusion of his brain and unknown to the femilj. 
He proposed various rich ornaments for his bride, and 
again promised her cooks and milliners in abundance, 
and a coach that should surpass that of the emperor him- 
self, besides a ducal coronet to boot, as he assured them 
that Napoleon would confer the title upon him whenever 
he thought proper to ask him. 

When returned home, he found a man who, having 
been sent by Mademoiselle de Launay, offered himself as 
a valet de chambre. Sir Giles, pleased with his tLppeax- 
ance, immediately engaged him, and learnt from him, at 
his toilette, that a vampire was a constant attendant on 
the family which he (Sir Giles) visited, ever since one 
of the daughters (now married) had travelled through 
Poland ; that all the learned men of the island had been 
employed in discovering the reason that this visitor 
haunted th^r house in particular ; that some believed it 
to be the ghost of a Vandal, who had inhabited Poland 
in a remote age ; that others imagined it was the spirit 
of a young Scandinavian gentleman, who had left his 
native country in the fifth century j but he affirmed that 
M. Moreau (Mademoiselle de Launay's brother-in-law) 
had seen it three evenings before, and hterd it say—* 

Fi, la, fum, 
I smell the blood of a Frenchman ; 
IX^hen, after marriage, he's in bed 
I'll luek bii blood until be'i dead. 
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" This is the very vampire/' said Sir Giles, " which I 
met in Poland ; " but I have got a charm for him- — ^I will 
drive him away — ^I will use such spells as will soon banish 
him hence. I have no fear of vampres or ghosts ; but 
still I wish I never had come to this island, which has 
already been the tomb of many a Frenchman." 

" But," s^d the valet, " these vampires are most ter- 
rific animals ; tiiey suck every drop of blood, after in- 
nmnerable and excruciating torments ; and if it does not 
deprive immediately of life it causes a lingering death in 
the end, by its repeated attacks." 

" Oh,^' said Sir Giles, '* of this I have no fear." But 
he had no sooner uttered these words than the unwelcome 
sound of " Pepopukin, Pepopukin ! " caused him to tremble 
in every joint. 

" Pray, sir, what is the matter ?" 

*' Oh, oh!" stammered the knight, " it is a fit--of^ 
the ague, to which I have been from my youth subject." 

" Pepopukin, Pepopukin!" 

** Pray, Francis, did you hear any thing just ikow)" 
asked the chevalier. 

*' I, sir?" answered Fnincis. " I did not hear the 
smallest noise." 

*' Do you think the vampire could follow me V asked 
the knight again. 

" I am sure t do not know ; such a thing might hap- 
pen! 
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''CallM.Lciioir." 

M. Lenoir soon made his appearance, and .^extmvfig 
his master in a most extraordinary posture* reqiu^sted to 
Jinow what was the matter. 

** Nothing, nothing/' said the knight. " However, I 
wish to know whether such a person as an -astrologer 
could be found here 1" 

" Oh," said Francis, ** I know a person who studies 
■that abstruse science, and will fetch him hither with hit 
oompaniqn.*' 

In the course of an hour Francis returned with Valen* 

tine and another man, the fcmner of whom Sir Giles did 

not recollect They desired to know the object of their 

visit > and having been obscurely informed of the matter 

by the knight, they desired him and M. Leroir, after 

having stipulated for a considerable payment, to.vmlk 

into an unfurnished room, snd place them8elve3 in the 

centre, while some magical figures wete made round them, 

and a blu^ flame began to rise, in .which various >figttres 

seemed to ^oat about. The magician commanded silence, 

and began a chorus. 

DaneCj dance ; merHbf dance. 
That yon may be heard from Ajaocio to France. 

As the flame advanced in volumes towards Sir Gilea he 
crept behind Lenoir, seized him by the apn, and pinched 
him, which caiued X^wmr to vent his pain in a loud 'ex- 
clamation. 
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The charm is diasohed," said a voice of thttader, 

which caused hoth Lenoir and his timid nuuiter to fiill on 

their faces, when they heard the following wosrds :— 

Old Vampy, like a eunniny beatt. 
Will, when yon expect him least, 
Come bouncing into summer-house. 
And giye you there a horrid donee. 
Venetians and Sardinians too 
Haye often seen their lights bum blue ; 
And ancient Romans, in their pride. 
When homewards they have led their bride. 
Have sometimes seen a horrid ghost 
Come bouncing from infernal coast. 
Which did nuptial feasting curb. 
And hopes of future brides disturb. 

It was a long time before either master or man had the 
courage to raise their heads to see if the ceaj»^was clear. 
Lenoir first demanded if his honour was there. 

" Yes," replied the knight ; " but I am sure I know 
not whether I am alive or dead. Are they gone?" 

" Yes, sir, the devils seem to have disappeared, but 
the sulphurous smell is insupportable. They were wizards 
and witches. I have heard such people are burnt in 
England." 

" I wished," said the knight, '' to have my nativity 
cast by these people." 

" You had better resign such projects," said Lenoir : 
ye«i have already dearly paid for this fright." 

" Why, I wanted to know something of my rivaL" 

'* But, nr, is it not better to enjoy the present than 
look into futurity) If a brilliant future is h^d out, its 
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tfiects would be deitsoyed by anticipatwm ; if a mehuk- 
.choly (me, why then our spirits wmild ibe depDemed, and 
we should norer be happy. Better^ sir, support the ^pood 
and evil of this life as they are awarded by the dispensa- 
tion of Providence. If Mad. de Launay is destined as 
your bride Heaven will not withhold her ; but if other- 
wise, you must reconcile yourself to the disappointment." 

" Oh, but,'' said Sir Giles, raising himself entirely 
from the ground, " that cannot be." 

" You, sir, have been, as is too apparent, educated in 
the school of prosperity, which teaches but little philo- 
sophy ; but I, on the contrary, have drank deep of the 
bitter cup of adversity. Let us leave the island, it seems 
destined to render you miserable." 

*' What," said Sir Giles^ " and leave the lady ? No, 
she shall go too ; her father is willing." 

" But^the lady is not ; she has engaged her affBctions 
to a Maltese gentleman, as I have been informed, who is 
very rich." 

" But his riches cannot be anything in comparison to 
mine ; you know what I am worth." 

" Yes ; and I know by obsenration that ridiea do bot 
bring happiness, or you have a right to be so in a moat 
pie-eminent degree." 

"But, Lenoir," said the knight, '^ the WMld will 
laugh at mo." 

" it is not the world, sir, that can make you happy, if 
you cannot make yourself so." 
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BiittKfe aidy wHj to pMMniieka]^ki«As k to poriies^' 
Mttd^taok^le de Lste&ay ; asid I wifl (mlto Im^/ oif die in 
the attempt" 

While this eoAveitefioii was gmsg forward, another 
8ei£tk»or dl%faee was piepating for the hilight. There 
waK a ahdfi'^ktj^itg^ fo M. de Launay's faduisej Arovgh a 
laife eowt-Tardj along whiek Sir Giles was shown. In ^s 
yard was an imiftense heap of straw, from which Valen- 
tkie determined to assail the knight widi the terr^c 
soHiids so hAt«Ail to his esjp^ The knight, dressed in 
his rich attire, was crossing the court-yard with all the 
OJEp^dkiott fait imweildy sise could et&ci, when he was 
leized and gagged by two men, and placed in the h€iap 
of straw, after the; forcible a^lieation of a huge black 
mask ; and no sooner wais he |)kded there &dn he was 
stunnM with '« Pep^pttkin, t^epopt&in i'* 

M. d^ Litunay^ on passing by, express^- his aMonish- 
ment at seeing a bltck ffiafek indie stiaW/ " What can 
tkisber saidhe. 

" Pepopukin, Pepopukin!" 

" F<dp<ipi^kin 1" said M. de Launajr, " I will soon dis- 
cm^ y*u/' ahd he began beating the figure most unmer- 
ciMy> 90 thUtthe persecuted khight endeavoured, as for 
as posBibloi to ittter a shriek. " Wha(? cati this meahl" 
said M. (te Launay again^ 

"Pepopufchi, Pfepopukinr* 

" 1. 11 fie-po you,'* retorted Mi de Launay, ks he kept 
exereiifing his stick ; when the ch^auer, making a des* 
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perate effort, tore off. the mask. " Bir Qiles de Mont- 
fort!'' exclaimed de Laonay. " Who has dared commit 
such an outrage V* 

** Pepopukin, Fepopokinl" said the walls. 

« Oh/' said Sir Giles, assuming an air of coura^, 
** it is nothing at all. I fought most valiantly before I 
would suffer myself to be subdued — I believe I killed 
twenty of them — ^they were armed with clubs and staves 
—I fought like e, lion, I can assure you. I should have 
faced about and overcome them all if they had not been 
too numerous." 

" I will have the perpetrators of this deed brought to 
justice," said M. de Launay. 

" Oh, there is not the least necessity for that, /or they 
will carry the marks with them to the grave«" 

" Fepopukin, Fepopukin! You lie, sir knight." 

M. de Launay begged to escort the chevalier back to 
his apartment, in. order to change his dress ; while the 
ladies, who observed the whole proceeding, were highly 
amused. 

M. de Launay, on returning to his house, commanded 
the timid Jane to prepare for her wedding with the 
knight in the course of three days. But marry a man 
she neither loved nor respected was impossible. All op- 
position to her father's will was ineffectual — ^the orna- 
ments were prepared — and the knight was elated beyond 
all power of description. Jane, however, kept up her 
spirits : she loved M. de Manserol, who, although rich 



PEPOPUKIN IV CORSICA. 63 

for the island of Malta, was poor in comparison to the 
knight. 

One of the brothers-in-law resolved, however, to rid 
her of his intrusion, and proceeded to chastise the knight 
for his presumption, hoping to 'force hun to withdraw 
from the island. He was fully persuaded that a chal- 
lenge from him would produce the desired effect, for he 
could not bear the idea of seeing his sbter-in-law, whom 
he loved, united to a man every way her inferior except 
in fortune. Yet he knew not upon what ground exactly 
to sound his friends, and dreaded infringing the law, as 
he would be severely punished. 

M. Sandino, however, hoping to frighten the knight 
without having recourse to violence, proceeded to his 
house, and informed him that he had come to give him 
his choice of a pair of pistols. 

" For what purpose V* asked the knight. 

" Why, I intend to blow out your brains." 

" Not with gunpowder, I hope," replied the chevalier, 
" for I dislike the smell of it. I knew by your looks 
you came with a murderous intent." 

" Resign Mademoiselle de Launay, sir, or you are a 
dead man." 

" And you are what shall I call you ? — a mur- 
derer! I am very nervous." 

« Well, one of these pills will be of service to you— 
they are w<mderftilly efficacious in nervous disorders." 

Madame Sandino then entered, and offered to become 

VOL. I. *H 
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the kmgiit's adroeate with her Husband if b«> wmJd re< 
sign Jane. 

" Madftme/' said he, '* behold the great Sir Giles de 
MoDtfoft at yotff feet ; h«t he cannot {fabediibe to fcfar 
conditions. He must maity jata siMei* — she hlis been 
promised by your father/' 

'* Well," said Madame Sandino ; "my dear htuib&iid,> 
do nai tonnent the poor knight any more ; the vampire' — 
{Sir Giles already began to tremble)— ^the vampire will* 
tonnent him enough. Have you n^^t heard, sit, thai* 
diere is one in our family? It wiS MLow my sistcfr 
wherever she goes." 

" l*epopukin, Pepopukin!" resounded through the 
rtiom. 

' " Why, knight, how you tremble,^' resumed the lady; 
" Here, is there any sal volatile V* 

" Oh, *tis only a nervous attack." 
Well, sir, do you intend keeping your resolution V* 
Why, ni&dam, how can I resign the prize," replied 
dd Montfbrt. 

" My father has commattded tne to inform you, tiien, 
that h€i wotlld be much honoured by your presence at a 
masquerade he gives to-night." 

" Oh, madam, masquerades have no Itmger charms for 
me. I have suffered by the laist more than I' can ex- 
press." 

, " Wen, sit, as you please. ; but 1 believe my sister 
eatpectg this of you.'' 
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la thai case, madam, you may rely <m. my prosence. 
But I msti to leave Corsica as soon as possil^e, and 
must entseat your good faiiier to expedile jbhis mairiage." 

** Wellr sir, wOislDall wish you a mwe ag^fe^l9le«v^- 
4ng." 

Madame Saadiao and Jber busbaad. took their lea^, 
and left th6 knight in no reiy pleasant mood. 

That day M. de Maasesol anived at Ajaodo, in Jlie 
hope of obtainiag the final fionsent of M. de Launay, 
•when, to his gseat surprise and ^ef, he beard Made- 
moiselle de Launay was to be married, in a v«iy short 
period, to another. But when informed who and what 
his rival was, he raised his hopes from the low ebb to 
which they had sunk, .^d ventured to seek an interview 
with Jane, who informed him that, through the interven- 
tion of the knight's superstition, he would be ultimately 
defeated, and that her father would eventually consent to 
their marriage. 

M. de Manserol was diametrically opposite to Sir Giles : 
he sang, he danced, he played on the lute, with grace ; 
he added to these accomplishmeoits the far mote valuable 
one of a refined mind, ahd knew how to appreciate the 
virtues of Jane : he loved her ardendy and sincerely. 

The masquerade soon began : the knight attended, 
with terror marked in his face, which was not masked. 
His ill fate seemed constantly to attend him, for no 
sooner had he entered, than the sound of Pepopukin, 
Pepopukin ! caused him to start from the temporary ^at 
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he had selected. The dance proceeded with seeming 
regularity until, of a sudden, all the lights were extin- 
guished. The knight was seized by Valentine and his 
associates, who forced him, much against his inclination, 
to take an aerial excursion, by raising him above the 
level of the earth, and treiiting him, during the operation, 
with the indelectable sound of Fepopukin, Fepopukin ! 
The knight was too terrified to make the least lenstance, 
and indeed it would have availed little; he was too 
strongly beset. When he regained possession of his feet, 
his ear was entertained by several cuffii, and the doleful 

tune of his tormentor.— 

In merry Poland once was I 
A fine young man of rank so high ; 
I drank, I gamed, I tried by play 
In sport to pass the hoars away; 
But death surprised me in my fan, 
As once it did the royal Hun. 
For ninety years I 'm doom'd to roam, 
After that high heaven 's my home ; 
And thus I 'm spared the Jaws of hell, 
Which I had once deserved too well. 
On sinful bodies now I prey. 
Then fling the dripping sldn away ; 
Sometimes on night-mare's backs I ride, 
And harlots kill, but spare the bride. 
But for de Montfort now I wait. 
Though he's elate with pride and state, 
Thinks Jane will fall within his jaws. 
But Vampy waits with bloody claws 
To munch and crumble all )ils bones. 
And with his blood bestrew the stones. 

This brought on a more severe shivering fit than the 
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knight hadr yet ezpmedced ; he fainted inom esaoamve 
fatigue. Jane and her sister exulted in their suoeess, 
feeling confident &at he would jnever recover the attaek 
in the hall-room. He was carried horae> where Xetioir 
attended him with his accustomed assiduity : he, as well 
as his master, began to wish himself at Paris. Valen- 
tine, by the help of.Tentriloquism, (which was the weapon 
he had hitherto used), continued to pursue the imgfat» 
and frightened him into a nervous fit, as he .termed it* 

Old Vampy, wltb hU horrid phis. 
Against Sir Giles will sudden whiz. 
Assail him with such furious bang« . 
That he must fall with horrid clang. 
When Vasapy atalks aerost the flyor. 
The foolish knight will stamp and roar.; 
His wig, his cane, his shoes so black, . 
Will bounce about with noisy crack. 
When Vaaipy meets bim in the wood. 
He 'U with his teetl^.draw hi» black blood.. 

All thoi^^iistof JsEoe wereiobUterated fi6m.the:iaiMi'€f 
Sir Giles; he begged M. Lenoir, with a doleful voice, 
and a more doleful countenance, to prepare for)their dia'- 
paftuie. M. Lenoir obeyed the orders with .the greatest 
alacrity, for .he .began to imagine the knight was raalbf 
deranged, and that nothing .could restore .his aenaes but 
his speedy zetum to Paris. Taking leave of M^ de Lau- 
nay was impossible ; he could not assign any satisfactbiy 
reasons for not fulfilling .his engagements. What was to 
be done with the lady? 

'' Why. leave her behind, to be sore," said M. Lenoir. 

H 2 
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Many plans were agitated and rejected by the anxious 
knight. While nunlnating on these things a servant in- 
fonned him that Mademoiselle de Lannay had been car- 
ried off by a ghost, as it was supposed. 

" No, no ! it is that horrid yampire-^my evil genins*^ 
whose rage could only be satisfied by my blood and that 
of my bride. He has secured her first ; and if I don't 
make haste I shall certainly become his prey. There is 
no alternative but quitting the island immediately. It 
cannot be imputed to my charge that the lady has dis- 
appeared.'^ 

" No/' said M. Lenoir ; " and the best thing you can 
possibly do is to return to Paris before the story shall be 
known. The same ship in which you came hither is pre- 
pared to receive you." 

" Let us but be sure that the captain is not informed 
of this extraordinary adventure ; and as to the empress, 
when she inquires for my bride," said the knight " why 
I can tell her that she was married — or dead— ^r any 
thing — ^before I arrived in Corsica." 

Fear became so predominant in the mind of the che- 
valier that he scarcely stopped to dress ; and with his 
wig on one side, and his hat under his arm, he hurried- 
to the beach, and in his hurry to step into a boat 
which he found there he lost his balance and fell over- 
board. H^undreds immediately collected round the spot, 
and it was with the utmost difficulty that the knight 
escaped a watery grave. He was taken out in a miserable 
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pliglit ; and to add to his mortification, he beheld Made« 
moiselle de Launay, now Madame Manserol, walking 
down to the beach with her husband, who was the 
ghost that had carried her off fnun the masquerade. 
This was more galling, than the voice of the vampire. 
At this moment ILenoir, who had not been enabled im- 
mediately to follow his master, arrived, and ordering the ^ 
boat to be ready, requested his master to step in, and 
they were rowed with all expedition to the vessel, which 
lay off at some distance, while the train and baggage of 
Sir Giles followed in another boat. 

M. de Launay was quietly sitting at his breakfast 
table when Madame Sandino entered, and, after some 
preliminary discourse, opened part of the affair, and in- 
formed him of the precipitate departure of the knight, 
without mentioning the marriage of her sister. The 
gentleman, highly exasperated at what he termed an 
insult offered to the dignity of his house, went immedi- 
ately to the beach, and stepping into a boat, followed the 
knight to the vesseL The latter saw the approaching 
storm, and exerted his weak brain to evade it, but in 
Vain. 

M. de Launay ascended the ship, and addressed him 
in a manner little calculated to alleviate the fear of the 
knight. He asked him how he dared to leave the island 
without fulfilling the engagements he had enteied into 
respecting his daughter -, and, in a most peremptory man- 
afft, demanded satis&ction for the insult 
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** It wa8'C0iittaiy<j» my hfiart'ft'desiie that I was com- 
pelled to ibtke this step," replied t^ -trembling knight. 
" That vampire which^attacked me in Roland again tor<- 
mented me here in so unmerciful a manner that I could 
BO longer support ii. The vampire;" 'continued lie, "is, 
I befioTe^ thegfao8t«Jif some o£ any. ancestors." 

M4.de Launay, ,who did,not«undei8tand.a word of this, 
and who now recollected the vague answers he had received 
fhim 'thd knight when he found him in the. heap, of straw, 
hegftn to'thixik bixa teaOyjmad ; but, notwithstanding, he 
began to chastise him. with a i more formidable weapon 
thoA his hings. The iatter begged him to desist his 
ftRger,.attd offered even. to give :half his iortune to Made* 
moiscdle de Xiausi^ a& ra maniage> portion,- if he >mi^t be 
poimiuUed'to depertin'ptoee. 

V I'dxather^see>herirot.on a. dunghill,^' jnpMtd the 
incensed iiather, ** than know she was, under an obfiga- 
tioBito yon, Sir .Giles ; and if you have any fear of mote 
adectwitelpuniahment.you will take my advice, and never 
placfryoar loot on:this:island .again ;*Vand with this he 
lafttthe VBsadU '&nd> retornkl ta theitown. 

The knight blessed his stars that it was no worsci and 
ordered the commander to set every sail for fiance. 

M. de Launliy feundhis daiighter Jane,- M. de Man* 
serol, and Monsieur and Madame Sandino, seated' under 
amoak'tiee at the bottom of his garden. When informed 
that their .union had cJready taken place, he stvetebed 
out his hand in token of forgiveness. The twodetift- 
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quents threw themselves at his feet, and when they re- 
sumed their seats he was further informed of the various 
tricks which had been practised on the knight, at which 
he was much amused, but regretted that the rules of 
hospitality had been transgressed. 

Valentine, whose talents and exertions were Hberally 
rewarded, changed his tone, and pronounced the follow- 
ing words to the assembled family, as a farewell in his 
diaiacter of the vampire. 

The snow ii deep, the wind is cold, 
Haye pity on poor Vampy old. 
For icicles hang on the thorn. 
And poor old Vampy feels forlonu 
Sir Giles no more doth hear the sound 
Of Pepopakin echoLog round. 
Now Vampy walks upon the snow. 
Oh, oh, oh, oh, oh, oh, oh, oh I 

Sir Giles soon reached Paris, and resolved never to 
leave it, at least in pursuit of brides; and all would 
have passed off to his credit, had not Monsieur and 
Madame de Manserol been obliged to visit Paris, and 
hearing how he boasted of the achievements he had per- 
formed in the island of Corsica, circulated the tale of 
his disgrace, and he from thenceforth acquired, and still 
bears, the surname of Pepopukin. 

A. Y. 




THE POSSESSED ONE. 

In this present evil world, it is no wonder that the operations 
of the evil angels, are more sensible thao those <^ the good ones. 
— Cotton Mather. 

Oh t tfaoa eternal morer of the Heavens, 
Look with a gentle eye upon this wretch I 
Oh I beat away the busy meddling fiend 
That lays strong siege upon this wretch's soul. 
And from his bosom purge his black despair. 

Shakgpeare. 

It is now a very consideEable time since the inhabitants 
of Iiombard-street retained any fragments of that profes* 
tdoB which originally gave name to the place in w^ich 
they dwelt, allliough there is still so much of their ancient 
character extant, that there are yet many bankers who 
reside there, notwithstanding that they have long since 
ceased to be goldsmiths and Longobard merchants. This 
feature, which was perhaps most prominent in the time 
of Elizabeth, began to change its appearance in the latter 
part of the seventeenth century ; and in the succeeding 
one it gradually passed away, leaving us now no traces 
of those many curious customs with which it was once 
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coiuMcted, Indeed, it fltema as if a part of aa ancieat 
banker's profesMon had faUen into disrepute ; though it 
may be as miich from want of remetabering that it was' 
once honourable as from any cvdicr cause ; for the pawn- 
brokefs of the present day carry on that- traffic^and dis- 
phiy those ensigns, which a knighted goldsmith iif Eliza- 
beth's period would not have thought himself di^noured 
by being connected with. Those same golden balls, which 
now maik the receptacle of povnrty's superfluities, and 
on which so many bad jokes 'have been passed, once 
formed the andent armorial ensigns^ of that past of 
Austrian Italy called Lombardy, and they indieated that 
the pwson over whose door they wefe suspended, was 
able either to famish a new ier^ce of gold or silver piatej 
or to advance money on an old oae ; to exchange foKeigfl 
for English, and English for foreign ^oiaj to supply -a 
young, heir with the means of continuing his waiitoit 
career ; or to raise for the queen and her government 
those sinews of war, which should countercheck th« 
richest continental sovereigns, and give to Ebglaiid's 
fleets and armies, the power of bearing her name and her 
thnnders to eveiy paxt of die then known world. Such 
were the broggers or brokers who inhabited Lombard^ 
street at a former day, and who f<»med the most Wealthy 
and one of the most important parts of the kingdom. 

It was then in the house of Louis Bezant, an eminent 
merchant-adventurer, goldsmith, and banker, who lived, 
about the yoar 1720, at the sign of the arms of Lombardy> 
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in Lombard-street, that several peisons of the family 
were met with joy in their looks, and anticipation in their 
hearts, to witness the return of young Edmund Bezant, 
the eldest son, from America, where he had been a resi- 
dent aknost from his infancy. The cause of his hanng 
been sent to that country was briefly as follows. At the 
time of his birth, his father resolved upon having his na- 
tivity carefully calculated ; since, as he would sometimes 
remark in support of hb wishes, '' Woye look 'ye now, if 
I 'd had my fortune told by the stars when I was a 
younker, many and many's the guinea that I might have 
been worth at this present writing, that 's now gone to 
Moco, for what I can tell. Why there was that affair of 
Grbenwig and Hookengelt, for salting fish alive, it could 
not be less than six hundred that I lost upon that : and 
in Mac-Scamp's project for supplying the sophy with 
tents, there went twice as much : not but what I 'm wann 
still, but I'm determined that my boy Edmund shall have 
a better chance for his fortune ; — ^hall have his nativity 
cast, I tell'ee, and then if he plays the fool he does it 
with his eyes open, and so my conscience will be easy." 
It was not difficult, from the numerous excellent astrolo- 
gical scholars made by Booker, Evans, Lilly, and many 
others, in the seventeenth century,, to find an artist who 
speedily and faithfully drew up young Edmund Bezant's 
horoscope upon paper ; and a more singular combination 
of virtue and vice, ability and weakness, prosperity and 
misery, was seldom inspected by any of them* The 
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judgment of his nativity stated, that '* his ten youngest 
yean shoidd be learned, happy, and virtuous jhis youth* 
fid ten, weak, fiivolous, conceited, extravagant, and 
within a step of vice ; and the ten which included his 
manhood, afflicted, gloomy, distressing in a very great 
degree, and terminating untimely and unhappily." For 
all these «vils two causes were pointed out, both of wihich 
resulted from an impetuous ardency of spirit, which the 
native would possess. In the first instance he would be 
of a dispositidn, in many respects, unfitted for the world, 
because he would hold its every-day actions and feelings 
in contempt ; imagining to himself an Utopian species of 
virtue, in which it was impossible any of his fellow^crea- 
tures could sympathise. Secondly, his misfortunes would 
arise from an insatiate thirst for learning, which joined to 
an invention of an amazing readiness, and a memory na-; 
turally retentive, would lead him on through many ab* 
struse studies, until at length all his powers being worn 
out, and but little edified, they would be lost in a bound- 
less sea of useless knowledge, blended with much pre- 
sumption, and not void of ignoranoe. "From this 
wretched state," continued the judgment of the nativity, 
'<he will endeavour to escape, as men usually do, by 
flying to the opposite extreme, whoUy avoiding learning, 
and plunging into the vices or the pleasures of his own 
time ; and here he will meet his ruin. One, v[hos& society 
shall be the delight of his life, if he be not the rock 04 
which his 80«1 shall split, will, at least, be that where 

VOL. I. I 
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his ettrdily peace shall be wiacked, and the cause of his 
early <leath< > The etais and their c<ranes are tnthe hand 
of a mighty luler, and all this may not be ; butthe Cftutiott 
aHsing from it is, at all eveats, to be leligioasly olbserved< 
Beware of the eenneetion* rf his yimlA/vt day*** Wh^^ 
litis astr(ilog<iCai counsel had been read by the old banker/ 
he was b«t little satisfied with the inli»rmalion it Gon*^ 
taihed ; ^ for/\said he, " here's a k>ng sermon upon the 
boy's life and conversation, instead of giving him di'' 
leetiotts about lucky and milucky days. I expected to 
find him teld never to deal wi& a man who had red hav, 
nor to-tra^ one that had a Mac at the beginning of his 
name, or some such ^ing. Ods bum it now! how am 
I to keep him out of all these misfortunes' t PMtndge^s 
almanack would have told me twice as much for a quarter 
of the money that I paid to that old puliplanet for his 
lecture/' Now it so fortuned that Mr. Louis Bezant 
had an ancient relative who had been brought up in the 
strictest puritanical customs of the pi'oceeding century; 
and to her he communicated the horoscope of the young 
Edmund. - " And have you, cousin/' said that veaera*' 
ble lady, Mrs.- Miriam Fairfax, when tiiey diseoT|ned on 
the subject, " have you been so godless as to ask counsel 
of the priests of Baal ? Ought ye not rather to have desired 
to have been borne upon the mind of some goodly fragment 
to that ancient ministry, which frequency had the events 
of future time revealed unto them, when they prayed td 
understand them ? Did not Mr. George Wiseheart often 
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sipetk o£ such things fts tie tongue could toaeh him ? an4 
.the exoeHemt Bemard Xjilpin, the narthem apostle* .what 
.was oot.ievealed to him t and tiie stout Alexander Peden, 
who Atone delected the bodily prasence of saitan in the 
nidst of the assemUy to which he was pieadiing. And 
is tb«« not in our own times the gifted family of the 
Mathers, now settled in the Canaan of dtese latter days, 
America? Yet without passing tfcnss Ihe deeps, these 
is «till a prophet even in tiiis city of aboninatiQn ; there 
is one who is the true Son of an Sn^^ish pailiamentary 
imnister, who senred under that evangeticad magistrate, 
Cromwell, and who will yet, at my request, say woids 
nnto thee, and tell thee what thou shouldeait do." 

The divine to whom Mistress Miriam Fair&zalhided, 
was the eldest Son of one of the fiercest pul^t-champioas 
ei the protectorate ; who, having, whilst the puritans were 
in power, been a persecutor^ when the face of matters 
was dianged, and theoavaliers were restored to the. as- 
c^idency, became one of the persecuted ; aad who .fled 
with his infant son to tiie cities which were quiedy rising 
along the beautifiil banks of the Hudson^ where primitim 
limpHcity was restored, and primitive piety took np its 
abode in every family. It was there then that Alem.nder 
Gotsegrave, who partook more of a heathen's fiery zeal 
than of a christian's amiable mildness, brought up his son 
and died. Even in the new world, he stnmgly evinced 
that vioienee of disposition which had characterized him 
id ih^Hletestable proceedings of the old, by being one of 
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the most forward, in the dieadAil destruction of those 
many wretched persons who were executed from Wea- 
thersfield and Boston, on the charge of witchcraft. Corse^ 
grave, in the education of his son, remembered onfy what 
he had sufieied in Britain ; and thus endeavoured to instil 
into his mind a hatred for the land of his birth, and to 
cause him to consider it as one devoted to destruction. 
The yoosg man, however, possessed a piety o{ a purer 
nature than that which animated his father, and he could 
believe that others, of a profession diiFerent to his own, 
might be virtuous, and even in one of the narrow paths ; 
but he still retained somewhat of the rigidity of puritan- 
ism, which ii^reased when he returned to England after 
his parent's death, and beheld the immeasurable dispro- 
portion between the religious habits of Britain, and those 
in- which he had been educated in America. Fervent 
Corsegrave then,— *for the old puritan, according to the 
custom of his time and sect, had exchanged his baptbmal 
name for one that expressed his peculiar characteristic, and 
in designating his son bad thus perpetuated the circum- 
stance, — ^Fervent Corsegrave then, was the divine whom 
Mistress Miriam Fairfax recommended her cousin, the 
banker, to consult upon the future fate of his son Edmund. 
When that honest, but unbending minister had read over 
the paper whidi his patroness had put into his hands, and 
had well considered the circumstances whidi it predicted, 
he spake as follows : " Honourable lady, it is not for us 
* who regard not the winds when we sow, nor the clouds 
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«rheik vre Teap/to deliver anjrjndgiDetit upon tiiterrain 
and vnliappy. devices of man. to £nd out the future; yet 
finoB I have. known manyJights in a.dedL generation, 
wbocondd not wholly cast, off their belief in the use knd 
tmA of judicial lasbrology, it becomes us to-iqpealD of it at 
the. least, with candour. This paper aeems to hane ibeen 
indited by no vain or rash underatandiog ; and if, as the 
wiseat'ofold hath said, ' He who would seek to know die 
fyiiifi» must jSmi examine the past,' then is^he history of 
matt.AOt void of examples (omilar to the events which 
are. here pcedioted^ and by a eontinuation of that reaaon^ 
iqg,jthey may not be wholly utitme. Certainly, as the 
writmr hereof -hath wisely, aaid, ihe caution to.be detived 
fnm luarQb0arvation6,:may;at all events, be pursued' with 
safiaty. ;And now, most famourable Jady, for Uie tisttar 
carryang of. this, into <sfiect, I would advise thee to send 
iby'xe]atiive,:whilst his.mind as munfluenced l^ the.-va* 
mtie9.of.this apostate couotiy, to -the iafiint, yet^ounshfc 
in^ ifiat^f the gospel in ^ew Snghnd. I have'niiuB^ 
dsar ^ofiitds. there who will gladly take die youth» and 
biiag liim .up widi the gentlest junture, and the most 
ehristian ioithftilness : hesitate not tiien, thou most pious 
wfomtA ;-fbr theveis one Stoutheart Hampden, whbdm£h 
baelbof late tan^^ag for. a. time in Bntain, and who'wiH 
dapait ihence widiin seuen daya^ to whom thou mayst 
salely entrust Edmund. Bexaat, and who wiU conduct 
him to such as I shall provide to be> his. guardians." 
After soms difficulty, JMr. Louis BesanI was psevailed 

i2 
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upon to part with his son, into the chai^ of the penos 
recommended by Fervent Cprsegrave, by whom he was 
conyeyed to one Constant Maliory, then residing at the 
little town of Salem, near Boston. For a considerable 
time the accounts which arrived from New £ngland were 
satisfactory in a high degree > but when the young Ed^ 
mund was verging towards the age of twenty, reports 
changed, and he was represented as being then as wild 
and profligate as he had before been prudent and pious. 
" He is," said the letter which brought this melancholy 
intelligence, " extravagantly attached to hunting ; and he 
is almost always out wiA the* native Indians upon their 
hazardous excursions, from which no penuasion can m^ 
strain him ; nor does he return for many days togiether, 
so that we are more fearful for that society in which he 
may piss his nights, than any of the dangers in wfaidi he 
may be involved by day, for the Indians to^oftes practice 
the accursed art of whdicraft, calling up foul spirits to 
their midnight meetings. There is, however, one in this 
place, (Salem), who hath been noted for an extraoidi- 
nary piety of demeanour, and who is called by the name 
of Paul Hallet, because he was discovered some yean 
nnce by a hunting party ntor Ballet's Cove, and bnnight 
thence here, but who hath never discovered more of his 
history, — ^be, I say, doth constantly attend upon the young 
£dmund, awl in re^>ect of this we are somewhat better 
satisfied. Nevertheless, when we demand of either how 
or where they have passed the night, the one will an-, 
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twer, ' like an Indian hunter, in the woods ;' and the 
other will say, ' brethren, be satisfied, young Edmund 
Bezant tarried with me/ Seeing then that things are so, 
it hath been thought good by thy friends at Salem to 
send back thy son in the company and conduct of our 
brother, Paul Hallet/' 

Such then was the history of that individual whom the 
party at the«' Arms of Lombardy' weie mef to receive and 
welcome, and which consisted of Louis- Bezant the father, 
Adelaide his daughter, whose heart already yearned to 
embrace her brother, Aough he was yet unknown to her, 
and Mistress' Miricusi Fairfax, by whose advice he had 
fint departed for America* Hour after hour passed, but 
the expected guests- came not: the night drew <m, and 
anxiety grew stronger and stronger, until at length the 
heavy sound of coach-wheels was heard approaching the 
dooTj- and almost immediately two fitrangers entered the 
room. The first of tiiese persons was a tall handsome 
young man, with a deep olive countenance tinctured with 
melancholy, but which was occasionally Ughted up by a 
bright smile, and was sometimes expressive of a passionate 
and vindictive spirit, by the fire that flashed from his eyes. 
Then againr there would appear upon his face as void a 
vacancy as if the soul which animated him were de- 
parted, or all unstrung ; anon it would become distorted 
Uke a sybil's in the moment of prophecy, or a witch's at 
the time of incantation ; and llien again it would lose all 
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ito energies, and sink into the deepest melAaokdly. Tfa< 
other person, who stood modestly behind the young man, 
was a tall and thin %iae, plainly dfefls0d, wholly devoid 
of oohjur in hi» fiuse^ the featuses^of which wexe pfecuUarl/ 
eaha and placid,, yet in the espresBiAn of whose eyes 
there was something at once terrific aitd ii^resting, for 
such as saw jthem for the first time turned awfty with a 
9ensation of dread, and yet, as by the powet of an irre- 
sistible spell, returned to look ^gain upon ^at^iad so 
lately filled them with fear. But it was <iver the younger 
man that they seemed to possess the greatest power; for 
it was wheit he caught liieir glanjce» iJ&at he emced aU 
those changes of feature whiph ha^9 been jsho^QdescnM. 
If for a momept he thought himself free from the^r. inspect 
tion,. then did his own bright smUe «n%hten his oouAte^ 
nance ; vbut the moment his companion looked i^n him 
he started with horror, and became peoseiPod with all 
those fxantia emgtiiaw whifih.iendered him BQ>tenible* 

" Udmnnd 1 my. ^ SdmuiOkd! " ciied il^^is 3esaivtt 
as his son entered the room. 

" My father/' returned the youth» sinking into .htf 
^krms^ ** what a /long and ui^^ppy fixation haB/Oun 
been. Oh ! I coi^ure you by all the ties of* ajOfection, iif 
indeed they have not beensey^ied hy a^s$npe,J^t me iD«4 
vsiiun to tbat dre^ul country agun, which is haunted 
by the foulest of spirits — ^^" His voiee suddenly fiuled 
him, he started from his father's arms, looked wildly 
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nrand upon Paul Hallet, and cried with earnestness, 
" Nay, torment me not now, it is before your hour ; I 
will say no more, so thou wilt not torment menow/' 

Whilst every one looked aghast at these words, and 
tamed their eyes upon Hallet for an explanation of them, 
he was standing in the same calm and serene attitude 
which be had at first assumed ; and was looking with 
a glance of compassionate tenderness upon Edmund. 
" Alas ! unhappy youth," said he at length in a pladd 
and not unmusical voice, *' it is ever thus with him ; he 
is always imagining that I wear the form of a tormentor, 
and that I increase the unhappy malady with which 
satan has filled his mind." 

" Ha, ha, hah V* shrieked Edmund, with a wild, ter- 
rific laugh, " thou dost allow then that was he, who in 

the swamp by Weathersfield " 

" I beseech you, honoured friends, regard him not," 
interrupted Hallet, " he accuses himself of a compact 
with the evii one, and of many crimes that exist only in 
his imagination, — see, how he is calm again." 

As he spake the countenance of Edmund Bezant be- 
came serene, and he embraced all his friends with a 
delight that seemed to border upon ecstasy; but the 
amiable features of his sister he appeared to contemplate 
with the greatest pleasure, and to listen to her voice as if 
it were a spell that charmed him out of his misery. 

When he had been welcomed by all the family, the 
old banker turned to. his companion, and taking him by 
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theitand, mid, *' Master UaJlet, as I gljess, many thaidu 
to- ye» sir, -for your fiienddHp to my son. Yoa are wel- 
come to lOld Etginui; aapedaUy.ii^ as I laJte iVHii ycHu: 
'£rstyisit"- 

" I thaak yeti, honoitcalik sk^.howlMit.I.baTeaftwr 
time been ia Bntato, thon^ many year^ itare passed 
Mitce last I Viaw H. . For 'yonr san, I Tvould tbat I mi^t 
iiave dote more for fakn, but it was not-penlBAttad me ; a 
passionate and ungovernable disposition hath for a idiile 
.overthrown him, but pendventure he shall not be utterly 
destnyjred." 

" Ha! dost th&u «ay so V* cried Edmund, starting up, 
" then I will hope, for of thy^^ thou couUst predict no 
food : my father, touch him not!' look, there is a fearful 
serpent twining around thee, and thou art embracing its 
very fangs. Go, go to him, my sister, I cannot defend 
liim ; biit.diou art pure, and let tiie power of the good 
angels overcome the spells of the wicked one. I am de- 
livered over to them for a fieaaon^-^^or I—I am a pos- 
sessed one?" 

It was with considerable grief that Ihe Bezant family 
beheld the mind of their young relative so unstmng and 
overclouded. They got him to fest, 'but it vras in vain ; 
the fits seldom left him, aldiougfa they often varied their 
appearance from melandioly to despair, fie vrould some- 
times sit and sing, most plaintively, .pcoAions of tlioae ex- 
quisitely tender hymns WUeh weie so well known in the 
earlier dissentingchusches ; «nd suddenly he wonld burat 
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out.witk a wild strais that Aoundediike a wiEavd's incan" 
tatioa, wldlftt his gestoses were na lesa tenific, as he 
would -writhe, and exhibit aU the actions of one nnder the 
greatest tortiires» although thexe were not any oiitwasd 
reasons foe soeh condoet. During these. fits». too, he 
wouM speak much, in a loud sounding language,, which 
none could understand, unless Hallet stood near, when 
he would return him answers in the same tongue, and 
state that he' was consoling' hipi in the speech of the 
native Americans. It was observed, however, by Ade- 
laide Bexant, on whom her brodier's malady seemed to 
make a very deep impression, that Paul Hallet seemed 
to influenoehtm in tUl things. If he were present, and 
siuiodiiipos £danladi ihen.iic waii it rest ; if he looked 
ndfy^ dwB 'he*. was. plonged im melauieholy ; but if he 
frowned, then he was thrown intO; the. mast violeBt ccm^ 
vwlsifwm. She .also remarked^ that if she s|ed£sstly re- 
^aidedH^etifiis eounteii^Boe weitkl change, and that 
her bsothsr would for a while be free.' It was no less 
singular, too, that he spake as if that pfsrson were always 
near him, whether he was in the room or not ; and that 
if he entered or went out of the apartment, young Edmwid 
would indicate that he became visible or invisible to every 
one but himself. Time passed away whilst Adelaide ob- 
lerved all this ; but though she could not convince any one 
dse of its truth, y^ her affectionate mind had long since 
conceived a plan for her brother's relief, and she wanted 
4nily some few other points of information to enable her 
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to draw up his melancholy case, that she might lay it 
before Ptolemy Horoscope, the astrologer of Little Britain. 
It chanced that one day she was sitting with him, reyobr- 
ing in her thoughts the way of procuring from him the 
stoiy of his life ia America, when he began to sing in a 
sweet and plaintive voice : — 

" Come bear me on to my father's home. 
Thou Jordan bo cold and stormy; 
No longer on earth my feet would roam 
If the heavens be opening for me." 

" Dear Edmund," cried Adelaide, what verses an 
those r 

** The Dying Saint's Melody," returned he, " which 
used to -be sung at Salem when a brother was about to 
quit the flesh :*-*' Oh !' as one said of old, ' that it were 
with me as in months past.' " 

'* Were you happy then, Edmund V* asked his sister. 

" Yes! oh yes! for I knew piety, and I knew not Paul 
HaUet. Well thou tormentor, turn thy face away, and I 
will sing our wonted song when we met at midnight in 
Weathersfifild. Oh, that was meny ! 

' The moon is rising red, and the wind is howling high, 
And there's not seen a starry spark to shine along the sky; 
But the mist Is on the dismal swamp, the forest, and the lake. 
Then ye wizards of America awake, awake, awake! 

** Oh, my brother!" exclaimed Adelaide, ** wfaatcould 
you do in suoh an assembly V* 

* ' Ask him," said he, pointing to a vacant space, < ' him 
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that stands there ; he knew my unholy thoughts, for he 
first awakened them in my heart, and then gratified them ; 
he took me to the witches' meeting, and made me a 
wiz " 

'* No, Edmund, no, that cannot be.** 

" Cannot be ! why, girl, I could transport this dwelling 
on the wings of the winds to the solitudes of Mannahatta ! 
for I have power enough to do evil, though I cannot dis- 
possess myself." 

" Then turn to your hymns again, my dearest Edmund, 
they will dispossess you." 

tt "^hy ay, there were other verses that I knew before 
I fell :— 

* There 's one for my cold remains will care. 

When mouldering they shall he lying ; 
And build them up like an angel fair. 

In a heauty which knows not dying. 
Then over the waters of death away. 

When the lord to my rest shall take me : 
The sepulchre's sleep may be dark and deep, 

But I shall to glory wake me.' " 

'* Believe it, my brother, believe it," S9ud Adelaide, 
fervently, " this is but a shadow under which you are 
passing, to come out of it into greater brightness." 
- " Ay, but I have sinned, deeply sinned ! — I fell 
through passion, and by fiequently calling upon the fiend 
in my fits of wrath^ he hath taken possession of me.-^. 
I desired to look into his occursed arts, and I have 
fallen!" 

VOL. I. K . 



THB POSSESSED ONE. 

<It was aflter Htni confession, whicli .affi>rded'Adeiftidi! 
some little light as to the cause of Edmund Bezant's tm- 
happy malady, that she committed the whole of heir inform 
mation to writing, and took it, with a copy of the scheme 
of his nativity to Ptolemy HoiosKiope, who for some time 
ga^ed on it in sadness, and in silence, hut at length thus 
apftke. '* You have done wisely, my daughter, in brings 
isg this case before me* . I can afford yov relief, fdr id 
three days I will frame thee a powerful' sigil, of virgiq 
ga)d> which shall be inscribed with' certain sacied naftres ; 
and which, when hung about the neck of the Fosseaaeft 
One, shall drive the evil spirit fiu from him. But then 
he-must live piously, and repent fervently, for this, th&ugH 
a potent, is but a secondary influence ; yet mu^t he on 
no account lose the sigil, for then will the- fiend return 
with redoubled rage. IiCt all this be done with secresy." 

According to his promise the astrologer acted, and the 
same hour that the sigil was given to Edmund his fits de- 
parted ; while, what was still more remarkable, Paul 
Hallet came soon after to take leave of tlie elder Bezant, 
amd sitating that he was '* campslled to leave him," imme- 
diately quitted the house. 

It was some years subsequent to these bhrcumstancta^ 
ifhen they were no .longer 8jM»ken of, — for^ to Edmund 
Ikt memory of aB his past silfi^nngs had entirely left hid 
mind, — that Mrs. Miriam Fairfax accidently discovered 
Horoscope's goldin sigil hanging at his breast. Upoii 
enquiring of him as to its signification, he stated, that his 
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^ter had placed it xoui^d his neck about ten jeiM back, 
as a preserrative from evil spirits.' 
t **A' preseryatiTe from evil spirits!*' ejaculated Mrs. 
Fairfax, with anger^ " the word of God in your hearty 
cousin, would lie better a dumsand times :—T>ten years 
back, why that was idien the godly Paul Hallet left us, 
niler he had cured your possession, wluch, that thoug^ht* 
less one* your sister, will, I warrant me, attribute to this 
Idolatrous piece of graven gold* She is for opposing 
Satan's shield .to satan's 8WQrd,-^but that may not be, 
Mr, Corsegraye,'' continued she, to that minister,, who 
ivas standing by. 

; ' ' Most hononralrie lady, no ;' ' returned he, ' ' Tor albeit 
our diseases are of the devil, our medicaments must be of 
Crod. Cast it off, then, my young friend, and believe me 
thou shalt be iinder surer protection than if thou hadst a 
thousand sigils: satan may weU refrain from hurting^ 
where he sees hia own mark already placed." 

Overcome by their persuasions, Edmund took the me*" 
dal from his neck, and as he did so Paul Hallet entered 
the room! and attempted to seize it, but ere he could 
touch it, it was gone, and no one knew by what means ! 
When his guardian had thus mysteriously departed, his 
fits of postession again seized young Bezant with increased 
rage, and with all the appearance of deadly convulsions, 
** My hour of departure is arrived," said he, " and I shall 
be for ever free from the tyranny o|iJ)paul Hallet." 



90 THE POSSESSED ONE. 

"Call me not by that name/' implied the stranger. 
** Fervent Coreegrave, look upon thy father !" 

"Ml/ father !'' exclaimed Corsegrave in terror, "he 
died and was buried in New England V* 

'* True/' said the appearance, " but his spiri^ath no 
rest, because of his crimes ; it hath wandered over the 
earth which he dishonoured by his cruelty, and deceived 
by his hypocrisy ; and it hath been used as the instrument 
of punishing and instructing one, who would else have 
fallen to destruction : of teaching others, that the very 
means they take to avoid what God hath pre>determined, 
are often the readiest for their accomplishment. Farewell ! 
ye shall see me no more, but let my permitted appearance 
affinght you from my sins." 

As he spake these words he was gone, without any 
flash of light, or sign of vanishing, but he disappeared 
suddenly and instantaneously ; whilst at the same moment, 
with a smile of angelic beauty on his cheek, the soul of 
the possessed one left his body. 



THE BEAR HUNT, 

•' FBOM THB GBRMAN OP WYS8« 

Tn church clodc ctnidt five, at which hour all Lindenau 
^ we thai ^o^iinate a moantain vUhige in cs» of the 
caatoai of Swilieilaiid)-*^waa to set o«t on an expedition 
Against a-bear^ whose presence had been sufficiently at*- 
tested, both by ocular witnesses, and the repeated. disr 
^ipearanoe- of dieep and other cattle. Two days previous 
a'prooiamalion bad beea issued, awarding the sum of 
fictjr fiooics to him who should succeed in delivering the 
^vBiitij nf'so dangenms an inhabitant. 
. As the 8ttn.began to tinge the distant rocks that towered 
above ihft lonely valley on almost every side, not only 
the mien capaMe of bearing aims, but even women and 
chiidisn, were sumracmed to attend them for the purpose 
of suiroimdiog the disturber of the general tianquilUty. 
- '. The whole night had been passed in anxious prepara- 
tioos for the great event The women brought forth ham, 
bacon, sausages, an^ tongues, to iB;lj||prate their more 
hardy companions ; while the children made themselves 

k2 
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drums, pipes, and horns, to supply the want of martial 
music ; and those who could no longer bear the fatigue 
of such an arduous undertaking spread some salve in case 
of accidental wounds. 

The evening before, three herdsmen had been di»> 
patched to discover the usual place of abode selected by 
the bear. All the men sat in the public house, endea- 
vouring to arrange, each one according to his ideas or 
fiLncy, the plan of the approaching attack. The greatest 
number, to whom a close engagement seemed somewhat 
dangerous, waa unanimous ia the resolution of driving 
the fierce intruder headlong over some precipice, or back 
to his native land ; and had it been possible to have 
drowned him in wine, the deed would ^n have been 
achieved. ^ 

But the courage of many a bragger sunk to its natural 
level when retired to his own house or room ; and the 
assurance of the herdsmen, that the bear would undoubt- 
edly be found in a- ravine not far distant ftum the village, 
was not most acceptable to many ; and it caused the 
utmost terror in the breast of Vincent Valentine Homer, 
the first and best tailor of the district,' whom, cuzioeity, 
and a faint hope of collecting some sparks of the general 
fire, had led to the rendezvous. Bat in vain did he en- 
deavour to drown his fears in each succeeding f^ass ; in 
vain did he utter the most heroic or munlerottt express- 
ions ; in vain ey^ did he vow to perform a good auction 
if fortune would permit him to aim but one manly shot at 
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the bear ;~^but courage is coufage,-^~aiid neither vows, 
nor words, nor wine, could produce the least spai^. 

TrembHng in eveiy' limb he proceeded homewards a 
little after ten. How willingly would he have fallen and 
sprained his foot ; or caught a cold, however slight : he 
wonld even have submitted patiently to the attack of the 
butcher's jg^reat dog. Nothing would have been mote 
acceptable. But fear "had counteracted the effects of the 
wine; and the lamps,- which burned in eyeiy cottage, 
cast a considerable degree of light on the road. Master 
Homer arrived safe and i^ound at the door of his house, 
where his aunt, assisted by an amiable daughter, were 
making the most formidable preparations for the fearful 
lord of the hofte. 

Homer was not a native villager, but a stranger whom 
chance had conducted to the valley of Lindienau; he 
had, by the death of the old tailor of the village, been 
induced to settle there, and take a wife, whom he how- 
ever soon lost ; and he now lived with one of her widowed 
aunts, whose daughter Salome was, according to the in- 
tentions of her mother and the tailor, to have become his 
second wife, if Wolfhard the chamois hunter had not 
been such a handsome and brave young man. 

Salome considered Wolfhard as the most Valiant youth 
of the whole valley; and, like most unprotected maidens, 
cherished a desire of being accompanied trough the in- 
■tricate paths of life by such a man. ^ut Homer would 
rather have assumed this protection himself ; and thoiight 
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,he discOTeired, in the accidental oocnirence oF a bear hunt, 
some .possibility of establiahing his dbubtful cfasracter, 
and thereby gaining the admiration and love of- her he 
adored. 

Master Homer walked theug^itfiilly up and damn his * 
amaU parhmr, caiefiilly considering the great event which 
.called him into the field of action. Ha had pre t i o mi y 
s^nt the women to bed» and stdctly enjoined fhut <hey 
/ihonld not accompany the inUiBtgeraiiezt xnomihg ", *■* for," 
A^f^ed he, " there are quite enough without you ; and 
jSakane, above all others, ought not to trust herself among 
a wild crowd." He was, poipreover, desirous of Ve^nng 
Jmch a witness at a distance. 

The unfortunate hero seized the lamp, ^and proceeded 
to A drawer, which contained a green suit of clothes, 
suitable to the occasion ; he weighed, with many deep 
Mghs, the heavy blunderbuss with which he intended to 
aim himself. ** It is very evident to all mantind," said 
he, " that there are many brave and eren warlike tailors ; 
hut why am I chosen as the champion of their fame ia 
this critical mom^t ? Did I not, during my apprenitice«> 
ship, drive a goat from my maater*s garden wilh a stick ? 
Why did uot the beautiful Salome behoUl me then ? Why 
must it be a bear that has the foolhaxdiness to prtpare me 
this job, in the most critical moment of my courtship 1 
Why, again, was I so bold at the tavern 1 I cannot go 
back» and there is not any path which can honourably 
extricate me from this difficulty." 



THE BEAR UVNT. 95 

m 

- Aware, howeyer, that complaints could not assist his 
cause, the tailor began to take what he thought proper 
precautions for the combat. "Why was tin discovered 
in this world," said he, ** if man is not to use it to the 
bc^t advantage V* 

Two hours were spent in inserting thin plates of that 
metal into his trowsers and coat sleeves. He strength- 
ened his gaiters with wire ; ahd stuck large nails into the 
soles of his shoes. Between his' shirt and his waistcoat 
he shoved a thick piece of leather, a band of which was 
inserted into his neckcloth. '* For," observed he, " it is 
possible that the bear may in his fuiy attack both arms 
and legs, and tear them with his sharp claws.*' 

As he had how provided against such rude^ attempts, 
the heart of the tailor began to beat more regularly ; 
though, in order to do all that could be done, he searched 
an old book-case, in the hope of finding some medicinal 
which would indicate the most efficacious methods of 
curing wounds. How miserable was he when he disco- 
vered the following passage in the Repository of John 
Staricius : — " Paracelsus reports, that the alccBa, or pro- 
tector-plant, when in the possession of a human being, 
deprives all offensive weapons of their sharpness, and 
preserves the body firom their injuries." Scion alter he 
read again : — *' There is also a wonderful liquor, termed 
aqua magfumimitatii, a spoonful of which, if drank by a 
soldier before an engagement, mixed with some wine, 
inspires him with a martial and evep heroic ardour ', but 
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ttcdtber maXes him furious, but, as before obser?ed, ba- 
mshes an ieac andjtremor.m battles, aHiotros, ^drmghoa, 

** Unfortunate that I am," e:^claimed Homer, in an 
agony of despair ; ** I possessed in this book every seesat 
that man can wish to know, and niiist discover all too 
late ! I was a^beggar, who slept on a treasure and con* 
tinued his road aa poor and niggardly, as before. O J'or«> 
jtune, thou hant-faearted goddess ! three days delay; and 
the alcoea would be found and the aqua, would be brewed, 
*-^^ doctor is my most intimate friend! May satan 
possess this d-~d bear ! Why did he not remain in the 
Vallais, trhere he had sufficient scope for thi6 exercise of 
his jaws V* 

While the. ta^or^ forced to forego the possession of these 
^mpst valual^le ilrticles, was seeking some plaster and 
^^u, the braye Wolfhard utras occupied with powder 
land hall,, and cleaning his never-^aiUng carbine. He did 
Qot care for the forty ficancs, which he would. most likely 
throw into the poors' box in the church > but the honour 
which he might acquire with the govermnent^ with the 
papiMiin of; his contpa^y, and, above all, with Salome» 
^vere objects -vforthyipf th^ deed he hoped to achieve. 

Tho clpok struck $ve, and Wolfhard already ft^^Kia^ 
pn the place of re]34e2;vous of the hunting pe^rty. He 
was the .first, the gayest, the brayest of all his com- 
panions. At half-pa8:t five all the bells, rang* and you^ 
And old thronged together. There was not k grapd- 
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lather/ boWever, who did not creep to the . window to 
▼iew tbe pt^arationfi. The younger school^boys re- 
^piAsted permissioii to follow to the tod Df the village. 
Between fifty and sixty men bore fire-arms ; the women 
and boys were anned with pitchforks and other imple^ 
ments of sigTiciiltare. Wolfhard was elected com- 
mander-in-ofaief, and he invested Horner^ who had as*- 
snmed a more composed appearance^ with the commaad 
ef the van gtiard. 

The "crowd immediately set fbrwaid ta the sound ol 
juvemie drums and horns. The minister/ the school*- 
ihaster, the watchman, and some old men, widi the 
youngest duldcen^ remained in the village. . 

It would be too tedious to relate- all the circumstantial 
evicts of this chace. The principal object in view is .td 
fix accurately the poiitioih of the aafimal/^-and to sut** 
sovndit insensiUyySd as to prevent the poasibitity of ah 
esciape. . Wolfhard having ascertained the fiirst pointy 
took the greatest piiahis to arrange tiiesecdad. Mastm 
Horner was directed to proceed at thh head of the van-^ 
guard, with all possible expedition, to the'siimmit of the 
ravine, to the right and left of which ireze placed the 
Boisy part of the armament ; while Wolf hkrd himself^ 
with the most experienced maxksmen; followed' the hoi-; 
low bed of the torrent, in older to overtake the animal/ 
or drive him upwards to the vanguard. . 

The tailor assumed his post with seeming alertnessK 
bat inWardly cursed hiii heiide appiaraaee, t6 whibh Jbe 
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imagined he owed his promotion, and accused Wolfhard 
of treason and deception, while the honest huntsman 
had only contemplated the means of thereby obtaining 
the tailor's necessary consent in regard to his union with 
Salome. 

Homer soon began to evince certain signs of fear ; and 
as he was, moreover, not accustomed to carry a heavy 
musket, he insensibly lagged behind his companiotis, 
whom he by degrees entirely lost sight of, while he 
heard the distant buzzing of the main body, which an- 
nounced its hasty approach to the spot where he stopped 
to rest. Honour and fi^ar raised a tremendous conflict 
in his breast. Is he to resume his march, and precipi- 
tate himself, as it were, into the claws of the bear? Is 
he to wait for the main body, and be not only suspected 
of but laughed at for his fears 1 During this conflict a 
bought occurred to his mind which set him at ease, and 
he immediately ascended a venerable beech tree, which 
overhung a stupendous rock, from which he could watch 
both the bear and his pursuers, without being exposed to 
the view of either. 

Some few minutes after he had taken his position he 
heard a rustling among the bushes below the rock, which 
approached nearer and nearer, and his fearful .suspicions 
were soon confirmed by the stentorian voice of Wolf-, 
hard, who exclaimed—" Marksmen, forward ; the bear, 
18 ascending the ravine." f 

A feverish tremor shook the tailor's frame, in the ex- 
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t>ectation of sla^dng the fiist. and last bear in his life. 
He was piepariog to receive the monster, and stamping 
with his foot on the slippery moss to gain a safe footing, 
when suddenly the branch against which he leaned, 
being half rotten, gave way, and the tailor was precipi- 
tated into the hollow stem of the tree up to his very 
mouth ; while his musket, which he' immediately let go, 
flew into the neighbouring bushes, and went off with a 
sound which evidently announced the triple charge of its 
amdous proprietor. 

The ambitious Wolf hard had outstripped all his com- 
panions. The bear, who had discovered the vanguard, 
and began to entertain fears for his safety, was proceed- 
ing to leave the hollow at the spot- where Homer was 
potted,, when the tremendous shot caused both him and 
the most alert of his pursuers to halt. He raised him- 
self on his feet, and coolly examined whether danger 
threatened him also on this side ; while Wolf hard, think- 
ing a speedy companion had devanced him, expected to 
see the animal return, furious of his wound upon him. 
A. death-like silence prevailed during two or three mi- 
nutes. Of aU those engaged, Wolfhai'd first resumed 
fats action, an^ thereby considerably gained on his prey, 
which had no sooner perceived his approach than it began 
to run further towards the beech tree, and was just pass- 
ing it, and endeavouring to ascend the rock, when Wolf- 
hard took his never-failing aim, and sent a ball iiato his 
head.. 

VOL. I. I. 
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. " God! God!'* exdaanied ^ bear/ aH Wolfhaf4 
tbdught ; and he, for the first time in his life, experience 
a deep sensation- of fear, tind uiaionsly cast his •yei 
around, dreading to proceed. But we know the ex* 
claimant, who horn his living coffin had -beheld the 
monster approaching, ffcommended his wvk iff heaTSn; 
forcihty cbsed hitf eye^* and suddealy' te-b^ed.diera 
on hearing the shM, whed he', to the^inezpresstblvdeUg^ 
(»r lus- hearts :SaW the :bear facing before him, he utteied 
the above exclamation, and soon after added*^'' Xhaidi8$ 
thftdLs! dhrixfto Wolfhard» you Sampson of this Tailey !" 
^bich induced the hmatsnlaB to beliofver the tree gifted 
\ii!ith speech. 

. < * What can thia be V said he to himself ; and radsoiy 
bis gun, he proceeded to the spot ^ere die< bear was 
lolKng in his blood in the- last agonies of life« 
. '* Wolfhard, WolfhardS'' said the beech-tree. " It 
is X — thy best of. fiieiids-^fhe poor Homer,> Who haft had; 
the ndsftntnneid be buried nearly attvel" 
. On hearing this Wolfhaod. burst nMo a leiid lamgbr 
aiid immediately guessed every cireuinktaaoe. " Ob^ 
good noming!" sind .he, " g«Rid motnitag my gcMd 
master* X shouUl never have sought you im suoh a^laee.' 
You are adihirably situated for a b^aif hmxu**' 

Saying this Wolfhard apptoaobed the trM> slid oon* 
sidered iiow he might extiieate the prisoner fi»m his ludi«>- 
eioiis situation.- ^ . . .... 

" Oh, dearest Wolfhard,** said Homer, " save me bo^ 



jfoie 4he yi^OagQEp axiive, orXl^ecome the kughing-vtock 
pf the whole country : you. shall have whatever you. may 






" WeU/Mhooght Wolfhard, "if X took, advantage of 
the .oocaaiQa. Salome ^^d r—p—" 

''Help me« help m^ i|ow! you qhall have the wildi : 
X.caieiBOtahput h^; .all I wiish is tq leave this den Of 
wweiy." 

'.* Bemember your proimse/' said Wolfbaid ; and 
with his mighty hand succe^d/ed in drawing the tailor up 
to the light of day, where the poor little man cleaned off the 
dust and cobwebs which covered him. When, however^ 
be began to feel himself again, he thus addressed Wolf- 
haid:-^'' It was most fortunate for you that the rotten 
briUDoh gave way, for I should most assuredly have shot 
the bear ', aaid> moreover* if my gun had not " 

" Bst,bft, master tailor," intetrupted Wolfhalrd; " if 
fear JM not been in the ciise, you ^tdd.not have been 
afraid;, and if terror had not oveieome you, you would 
no(, have. V^hled. ]Qut how stands it vnth Salome 1 
you must answer me now ; ^and if you evade my de- 
mands by n^. hoqesty I will stuff you back iuto ydur 
^ingplaoe." 

. " .You. )iotrheaded, fellow," said the taite ; " come, 
we win arrsgage the. matter. I am reasonable, and I will 
keep my word ; . but you. muA be equally s6,^ and there-* 
^le let me eujoy the honour of having kiBed the bear. 
Xvn are yoitugA imd may.kiU adoien imone. of these 
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beasts; and every one knows you are valiant: bnt'I — 
you know — ^hem — am thought of otherwise ; and you can 
permit me to have a small share of gloiy. I will not 
even accept the reward o^red by government*" 

Wolfhard, deUghted at the idea of possessing Salome* 
acquiesced in every thing ; and the allies had scarcely 
time to exchange a few more words, when several hunts- 
men arrived, and beheld the animal extended on the 
ground. Huzza! victoria! was resounded in every direc- 
tion, and the whole troop was soon assembled on the 
spot. The death was related, questions were asked, 
doubts were expressed, and no one could conceive the 
courage of Homer, who triumphed over his companions. 

After a hasty repast in the open air, a procession was 
arranged, and a messenger dispatched to the village to 
prepare the few remaining inhabitants for their reception. 
The bear was artistly placed on a litter, as if alive, vntfa 
a fork to. support his heavy head. The procession de- 
scended into the valley with all the pomp it was possible 
to assume, and was gracefully received by the school- 
master, who had made most tasteful arrangements for the 
splendid occasion. His pupils marched forward in per- 
fect order : a triumphal sirch had been erected, with the 
help of a ladder and some wreaths of flowers, above 
which floated the armorial bearings of the canton, sur- 
mounted by the initials V. V. H. All was joy and plea- 
sure. Salome alone beheld with astonishment and regret 
the success (tf her cousin, and remained a nlent spectator 
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on the gaUery of the house, while master Vincent walked 
before the bear in the utmost glee, and scarcely deigned 
to look on Wolfhard, who followed with the rest of the 
train, and could scarcely suppress his rising smiles. 

A chorus had been arranged in the centre of the vil- 
lage, which executed a new and appropriate song, com- 
posed by.th« schoolmaster. 

Salome, however, did not long remain ignorant of. the 
^nsactioiis of tbe.day ; and. Wolf bard never regiietted 
/that he had exchanged the honour of slaying a bear for 
that virtiunis i^nd peaceful lamb. 

J-P.y. 
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THE MAID OF THE INN. 

In the village of Darmstadt, in the electorate of Saxony, 
was the well known inn of the Golden Fleece. This inft 
had long been kept by a veteran invalid, who had re- 
tired from the service of the elector with a pension, and 
something in his purse, gained from the spoils of war. 
Andrew Risbourgh, the name of the innkeeper, had better 
luck than his comrades ; for whilst of the regiment to 
which he belonged not more than fifty men had survived, 
and those fifty could not reckon up more than a score of 
legs and a dozen arms amongst them, Andrew had come 
safely out of the wars, with a trifling wound, from which 
he felt no other effect than a periodical twitch in the wet 
months of autumn. Andrew was about fifty years of age 
when he bought the stock and trade of the Golden 
Fleece. He had obtained his garrison discharge a few 
months before, and had just completed the thirtieth year 
of his militaiy servitude, which entitled him to a pension 
from the government, and exempted him from all con- 
tribution to taxes and state imposts. 
The family of Risbourgh consisted of a daughter, an 
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only child. Mary, which was her name, had been brought 
up in the family of a Saxon nobleman, and officiated 
about the person of an elderly woman of rank, who left 
■her upon her death a few valuable remembrances, con- 
sisting of jewels and some plate. Maiy joined part of 
her UtUe fortune to her father's pension, and by this filial 
contribution the Golden Fleece was purchased, and the 
trade. (tf the house carried on. 

Darmstadt is in the high road to Dresden ; almost 
eveiy traveller stopped at the inn, and was so well pleased 
with his entertainment, that he never failed to recommend 
the Golden Fleece to his friends. The military were 
constantly marching upon this road, and Andrew's house 
was the favourite post of refreshment and conviviality. 
Mary, at the age of eighteen, was extremely pretty, very 
neat in her person, active, good humoured, and obliging. 
She- was at once mistress and bar-maid ; with the help 
of another servant she did all the business of the house, 
and Andrew was called upon for little exertion, but to 
carry in the first dish of a dixmer, and recommend the 
wine by drinking the first glass. 

Mary in this situation had many suitors : she was 
known, moreover, to have some small fortune, besides 
being mistress of the Golden. Fleece, and heiress of An- 
drew* For twenty miles round the neighbourhood of 
Darmstadt Mary was the toast of the young and (^d ; 
and the " Maid of the Inn" was a name, almost as 
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c^BBtantly repealed OTer Ihe wiixe M.^fae^ xiaib^s of tke 
felecfor and the- Archduke Charles ")of 'Austria. Maiy, 
ihdttgh soliated:bya tram of suitors; manjof whton spent 
almost all thdr moitey in the inii, for the sole purpose 
of loinnihg^ her afiS^tions;-had hitherto resisted them all ; 
hbt'thathei* heart was lAseBsible and cold, but liecause 
hi'was die propierty of anotfaer,'*-^of FrddfHck. Zittaw, a 
young farmer in the forest of Dannstadt, Zittawwas not 
esteeined in the neighbiDUifaood | he was a singular, and, 
tO' ali appearance, k mysterious man ; his age -did not 
Exceed thirty: five, but he would not confess hiinuself so 
old J he had an «rect carria|ge, was lall atid bony*. of a 
very dark. -complexion, piercing look, and a- fine jet of 
teeth. Hewuei slow and hesitating in. his- speech* and 
did -not often elevate his eyes. 

Zittaw hod been settied in the forest about fivejiearB ; 
he had come, nobody knew from whence s ail -that .the 
pei^ple could tell was, that he had purchased the lease of 
hls^ftormatan aiuction, and had brought iiis stock from 
Bodiemia. His farm was known notiobe a very pmifitaUe 
concern, which proceeded in past &om hi% inattention, 
(for he was much given to the sports of the ifield and the 
pleasures of the table), and partly fnnn the very high 
terms at which he rented it. His landlord was the well 
known baron of Darmstadt, a man who rackedhis tenants 
unmercifully: restrained them f^om all pleasuite and 
rural enjoyments ; put into severe execution thd laws ft* 
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protecting game, and was in every respect such a tyrant 
and a hunter, that the first Nimrod was a merciful and 
moderate man when compared to him. 
• Zittaw had the misfortune to offend the baron, by falling 
under the suspicion of killing a hare upon his domain : 
the fact, indeed, was not proved against him, or he might 
have been imprisoned, perhaps hanged i but he had in- 
curred a violent suspicion, and received notice to deliver 
up his farm on the next rent-day. Maty, though aware 
of her lover's situation, did not on that account hesitate to 
acc^t an offer of marriage which he made her, and an in- 
vitation to accompany him to settle in his native country, 
Bohemia. There was one impediment only ; . it was, 
Andrew Risbourgh. 1/ there was one man whom An- 
drew disliked more than another, it was Zittaw 5 and 
there was no one who shared the bitter hatred of Zittaw 
to such a degree as Andrew Risbou^h. The honest 
man well knew of the attachment subsisting hetweetk 
Ifary and Frederick, and had often, warmly and passion- 
ately, cautioned her against him. Maiy loved her father 
tenderly, but her duty was languid when engaged against 
her affections; she doated on Zittaw to distraction; 
confided every thing to him'; believed him to be as inno- 
cent as herself; and resolved to comply with his wishes, 
however extravagant. Banishment from her natiTe pro- 
vince, the desertion of a father whom die dearly loved, 
poverty and -distress, were all evils too light to weigh in 
the same scale with affection for her lover. 



After all interview one suouBer's «[venli)g in a f addpck 
^hind the Golden fleece, Mary returned to her homeL 
silent, pensive, and disturbed. The house was full of 
guests, llut Mazy had lost her usual vivacity and offici- 
QUfOxess; the heUs rung, — the waiter was called^ — th« 
giie^ wondered, ^-Andrew was astonished, — but nothing 
oeiUd dispel the caie and deep refloedon' which seemed 
aealed on he^ couJatettance. Andrew inquired the canoe ; 
Mary gave no answer. 

. When the house was cleared of visitors at the customary 
hour of night, (folr in Saxony all houses of entertainment 
must be closed hi a filed time), Maiy retired to h0v 
chamber, where, instead of undressing, she began to 
adorn herself with more than lisuiJ gaiety. She took out 
a box, in which riiehad preserved with gieatcare aU the 
nmaining trinkets and jewels which the lady of rank, to 
whom we have. alhided, had left hw, and which were 
very valuable : she put <m her necklace, «ar*ri&g», and 
bracelets, and disposed of various pins, brooches, and 
smidler artidesi' within the thick ringlets of her hair ; ami 
tiieii dressing herself in virgin white, she sallied out of 
the Gfdden Fleece before day light, and long era any 
p«i|M»i<in the village was slirring. She bid adieu to her 
h<Hnewith a xiielaitoholy serenity; shed tears as she looked 
b^ UF>on the village, buried in sleep and tranquiUityy 
but resolved to show her lover the strength of her affection, 
bjf thd fortitude wfdt which! she resigned every thing for 
his sake. 
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r- - Helmet hn 4t the appointed spot. The reawm of this 
elopement is easUy conjectured, ZittaVs rent-day had 
armed, -vrhich was that likewise of his quitting his fann. 
H» had made, no provision, nor did he ever intend to* pay 
his tent ; but had secretly disposed of his stock, and sold 
ev«fy thing valuable, leaving a naked possession for his 
hwdUxd. Having determined to stay n& longer in th^ 
B^gfabourhood of Darmstadt, he' haul invited Maiy to 
accompaayhim to liis native pmvince in Bohemia, where 
he had engaged i to marry her; and vnth the assistance 
^wfaat he himself bad saved from the wreck of his farm^ 
and the sale of Maiy's valuable jewels, (which she had 
often, shown to him, and of which he knew the worth); 
l£ was his proposal to puKhase a good house of trader 
and commence innkeeper. Mary assented to the plan, 
bad engaged to accompany him> and the j^esent morning 
was fixed upon for their flight. 

They were now upon the borders of the forest of I)arm-. 
itadt, one of great extent, the feudal rights of whicft, 
the free warren, and all the paramount claims, lielonged 
to' the baron of Darmstadt* The sun had now risen, and 
the lovers walked forward with a brisk step. Mary told 
Zittaw how she had dispose of bet trinkets about hef ' 
person* " I have stuck the smaller ones in my hair, and 
I fear/' said she, '* they are so fixed in it, tbat I ttiust 
cut it off to disengage them." 

J We will think what is to be done by and by," said 
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Hier lover walked so fast that Mary could sdircelykeep 
up with, him, but she scorned to betray weariness. She 
was vefy silent, and plunged deep in thought during their 
journey through the forest. Sometimes, when she ad- 
dressed him, he answered her in a tone of coldness which 
chilled the poor girFf heart* She was both hurt and sur- 
prised ; the tears started in her eyes ; but she did not choose 
to complain. Her fondness suggested a thousand excuses 
for him, and her innocence was a stranger to suspicion.- 
Their road now lay through an intricate path in the thickest 
wood of the forest; and when they had reached the most 
sequestered spot, Zittaw proposed that they should sit upon 
a bank, and eat their breakfast from a basket of provisions 
which he carried along with him. Mary consented. 
Their meal was just finished, when this execrable villain 
turned aside, and, drawing a long knife from his pocket, 
without saying a word, plunged it into her bosom. Mary 
gave him one look ; it was the last ; she sighed deeply, 
and breathed out her gentle soul witiiout a groan or 
torture. 

She was no sooner dead than Zittaw began to strip 
her of her jewels. The necklace and the bracelets were 
easily disengaged ; but the trinkets, which the poor girl 
had stuck in her hair, were (as she had said) fixed so 
&st in the thick locks and ringlets, that it was no easy 
task to extricate them. 

' Whilst coolly employed in ^is murderous rapine, he 
was alarmed at the report of a fowling piece, the sound 



THE MAID OF THE INN. Ill 

of which seemed to be near him. Delay was now to 
hazard both his ^U and his detection ; without hesitation, 
therefore, he severed the head of Maiy fratn the lifeless 
trunk, by means of the knife with whi«h he had stabbed 
her, and wrapping it up, with the precious contents of 
the hair, in a thick handkerchief, he struck into another 
path of the forest, and ran forward with the utmost 
swiftness* 

The blood had penetrated the handkerchief, and the 

road of the murderer could easily be traced by the drops 

of human gore which had fallen to the ground. In his 

alarm Zittaw was not aware of this circumstance. He 

had not left the spot in which he had committed the 

murder more than half an hour -, when two m^, whom 

he knew by their dre$s to be gamekeepers in the foiest, 

and servants* of the baron of Darmstadt, jumped from 'a 

hedge into the road along which he was flying. He caught 

a glance of them as he looked backward,' and his person 

was too remarkable not to be recognized : these men had 

been led by the sound of the fowling piece, which alarmed 

Zittaw, into a pursuit of those whom* they suspected to 

be poachers. Great rewards were offered for apprehend-^ 

ing such offenders, and the gamekeepers of the baron 

were unusually vigilant. They had no doubt but Zittaw 

(from his known character) was the man who had fired 

the gun ; and that the handkerchief, moreover, . in his 

hand, contained the game he had shot. The track of 

blood upon the ground, which they supposed proceeded 

vol,. I. M 
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from fh^ mmaX he had secreted, confirmed their suk^ 
picion*. They called on him to stop, but Zittaw, aware 
of his danger, continued his flight, and increased his 
speed. At length, when the gamekeepers found he had 
gained npon them, and that fhey were Kkely to be losers 
in the contest of swiftness, one of them, (having warned 
Zitlaw that he would shoot him, if he did not surrender 
himself), levelled his pi^ce, and, after a few mometfts- 
discharged it at the fugitive. Zittaw continued running, 
but was soon obliged to stop ; he had received the shdt 
in his leg, and was compelled to give up. The handker^ 
chief, 'which he held fast, was soon wrested from Us 
gripe : and what was their surprise when they discovered, 
instead 4>f the game they expected, that its contents were 
a human head f 

It is needless to pursue the narrative of this well au- 
thenticated fact and wonderful detection. By the ttaces 
4»f the blood, the gamelcee|fers were conducted to the 
body of Mary. Zittaw's guilt was too manifest to be 
disowned; he confessed his crime, and, after a mere 
formal trial, expiated it upon the wheel. He died, 
however, without penitence or remorse. Poor Andrew 
Risbourgh did not survive the fete of Mary many months,- 
and the Golden Fleece sunk with him. It is now only 
rememb^ed by the unfortunate tale attached to its formei' 
tenants. 



. THE BARON D'APREVILLE. 

Tbs Baion d'Ainetille was an honest countiy gentleman 
belonging to Bigorre, whose Hfe may be drawn from the 
two chief epochs which distinguished it : the time, which 
at eighteen years oC age he passed in ganison ait Metz, 
and the time of the tevolution, wherein he was fortunate 
enough to be only employed in shooting rabbits and hares 
in the woods that snnrounded his little castle^ He never 
attained any higher pronxotion than that of fall major in 
his regiment, and that of bdng a giealer man than the 
infendant of his province, with whom he regularly dined 
every Sunday, when all on a sudden he was put in ae- 
<|QeBtration at Taibes. 

The hann lately arrived at Paris with an enormous 
portmanteau, in which was an old uniform of the ny^X 
dragoons, which had been well taken case of, together 
wiUk a quantity of linen, which he had caiefoUy calcuf 
lated upon serving him three weeks, though he could with 
difficulty find room to wedge it in amongst a heap of 
papers setting forth his services, alongli8tofhisped^;ree, 
eertificates) and tettersof recommendation, that he bhmgfali 
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with him, in order to obtain more readily the favour he 
came to solicit. He took up bis abode at my dwelling, 
agreeably to an offer I made him ; and the next morning, 
in fiill uniform, as if he was dressed for a grand review, 
he set off at ten o'clock, to carry himself his different 
letters of recommendation, the result of which was an invi- 
tation ta dinner, in general, as the most solid advantage 
such recommendations secure; and he returned that 
evening at seven o'clock, without having tasted a morsel, 
but with a list of dinners for every day in the month. 
We were just getting up from table when he came in, and 
he was obliged to content himself with the slight repast 
we could procure him in the space of a few minutes, and 
which he dispatched with an appetite which did hoDOur 
to the health of sixty-four years. He told us it was his 
intention to begin the next day by visiting the Thuilleries, 
where he would be in time for the king's mass. 

The baron, who went to bed v^ early, went out by 
break of day, and presented himself at the Thuilleries 
before the gates were opened ; after having taken a few ' 
turns, he was surprised to find a pubUc promenade at 
Paris shut up, when the esplanade at Tarbes was always 
open; he went in by the gate of Le Pont Toumant, 
walked about a long time, sat down and read the journals, 
and as. soon- as he heard it strike ten, he lepaixed to the 
castle, where he found the mass did not begin till twelve. 
' Two hours .soon passed away in a place so worthy of 
iniqpection ; he walked about (he ve8tU>ule, saluted all the 
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fsboral officers whoin he saw going up the great staireascf, 
laadeevery eaueless soldier carry arms to him^ and asked aU 
t|ie militaiy: gendemen wh<] passed near him if they could 
ialofin him of Monsieur de MUlonas, formerly a major 
in the rOyal dragoons^ one of the finest regiments in 
Franoe, 

It was- now neaf upon twelve, and tiie* moment the 
vcrivd assembled on the terrace, the baron heard the dtum 
beat for guard mounting on the Pont Tomrnant ; earned 
Ikwa^r by his milHi^ ardoor, curious to see how the 
mjFalgqard was reUered at the cattle,' and judging* as 
he looked at Ms watsh, he should be in time, he began 
|o mn-aa lR$t "as his legs would c^ry him, holding his 
lw«rd with one hiM^; and irhdeh sword mmng too much 
oveiitheisalTes ofliislegs: he arrived within two pace* 
oC'tlie.grand'ai^ue: he perceived on one ^0 thaA the 
guard "wais relieved, and on the joiber he heard the cries 
ol Lpgig Uve th4 King ! The spectators on the terras in-^ 
iii>rjnedham that the king had just passed by. Now, how* 
ever diligent he tnight be, he would never arrive in time ; 
h^. cesolpajed las watch with the castle dock, and found 
it kAli %n hout 100 slow : he sorrowfully regulated it, and 
pfoniieed himself to be. there sooner another time. 

^=he paesed before a coffee-house ihthe Palais RoyaIe» 
d'ApreviUe iecoUected that he had npt breakfasted; he 
went in, hastily drank off a cup of cfaocolatei and ran 
to the. audience of the ministw : when he got there the 
was 4t as end ; ** but, sir," said be to the offioes 

m2 
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in waiting, " bow can this be ? The levees of M. Roche* 
pern, the intendant of our province, one of the most able 
of men, and who exactly follows the rales, of the ooiirt» 
are always at twelve, and last two hours." — " That may 
be, sir, but that does not hinder my lord giving his at 
nine o'clock in the morning : it is always his custom, 
and of which the public is well informed." — " I never 
knew it." — >** Then now, sir, I inform you of it : it ia 
only requisite to know his hours, and to be here in time." 
On his return, from the minister's, the baron 8to|^)ed 
at the Pont des>Arts, to admii'e the magnificent picture 
before him. As he travened the square of the Louvre, a 
great number of people were coming out of the Museum ; 
he very Judutiously concluded that they had been in, and 
he presented l^imself at the door with the same intention ; 
but a Swiss, in the king's livery, told him that the hour 
was over, and no person could be then admitted : he vras 
vexed, he began to dispute, and insisted on speaking td 
the keeper ; but after losing time to no purpose, he recol- 
lected that be was to dine in the Rue Taranne, at the 
house of the Dowager Marchioness de Bremont ; he did 
not lose a moment longer, he re^crossed the Font des Arts, 
and arrived at the hotel just as the coffee was served up. 
The marchioness chid him for not having come to dinner. 
— ''But, madame, every one dines so late in Paris."— 
** Not it my. house, baron : I keep up the old customs, 
they are the best, and we shall return to. them, depend 
upon it" D'Apreville put the best face he could upon 
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tlie matter, apologized for having foigotten the invitation 
of the marchioness, and assured her he had dined en 
famille at an early hour. That his veracity might not ba 
questioned, he was obliged to remain there tbe best part 
of the evening, and when he got away, to go to a rettau" 
rateur'if make a very bad dinner, served him with a very 
bad g^race- by the waiters, who inwardly cursed him for 
intemipting them while they were taking their ewn. He 
laid out to conclude- this day at &e Theatre FrancaU'; 
the third . act of the tragedy, which he was particularly 
desirous of seeing, was just over ; he lost the. two last in 
disputing with the box-keeper to return liim his money, 
and without convinci^ that gentleman that the theatres 
in Paris ought to begin at the same time as the provincial 
ones, he was obliged to content himself with seeing the 
hxce. 

The following day he Went to dine with Dormer, the 
banker, in the Rue de Mont-blanc, and he resolved not 
to be too late. Amongst other provincial foibles, the 
baion has that of feeling his pride wounded by beingr 
obliged to ask a question, for fear it should be thought 
that he is. unacquainted with the manners of the worlds 
He knew that every one dined late in the Chaussee 
d'Antin, but yet he doubted not but that it was the 
fashion now, as formerly, to arrive at a friend^s at a good- 
hour, at least, before they sat down to table, and he was 
at M. Dormer's at four o'clock ; he enquired for Madame* 
Donner, the porter replied that she had just gone oixt in 



<£ 



tl8 THEBAItON b^AP]iEVII;2«£t 

her oorricle to St. Gratieh's. " To St/ Giatieii';ft1 To 
what>part of St. Grafieh's 1"-^" To the viiUey of JHom* 
mbrend/ about four leagues from Paris." — ** The di^uce 
f he is f And where is' Monsieur V *— «* He wentthis mom- 
iag to Versailles ■] but if jou huve ct»n<i on bufliBesg Uf the 
bank " — **.No>^no, my business is not atJwr banking- 
house/' intenmpted>theb«ton, with^muQh iU.hiqno]9r« as 
he took his leaye, convittced that the owners, of this house 
hud forgotten tiie in^tation they had given him, and he 
was ^obliged a second lime to take his dinner at the fvt- 
tdurateur*t, . . > 

V He hadheaid hoW/omck Joetmdawas in.T0gue, and 
of tiiie crowded houses it drew : he took a bill of the play* 
tnthout reading the notice at the top, that the piece was 
changed^ The Deserter and the Pretended Magieimn 
were performed, and which he had seen about fifty times 

. The poor baron gave a hearty.curse at the change of 
ouKtoms and manners in this great city ; but he rather 
ehbseto draw information from his own experience than 
^tk a single question. As, by consulting his list of me-^ 
morandums, he found himself invited to dine with M. 
d'Arboise« his near, lelafion, 'formerly a counsellor' in 
parliament, and now again in. possessien of the fSeunHy 
manaon, in the Rue de Braque, near the swamps, he 
went there at five o'clock precisely, provided against every 
opposing incident. He found the company assembled in 
the drawing-room, seated round several card tables* A 
fourth was just then wanted to complete a party of wMst ; 
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and without giving him time to sahite, or even find out the 
master of the house, they put the cards into his hand. 
This custom •of playing before dinner appeared to him' very 
ridiculous ; but he was resolved not to appear astonished. 
He played more than an hour, and he was much surprised 
that he did not yet hear a word about dinner, when Mon- 
sieur d'Arboise, who had just finished his game, came 
hastily up to him, and said, " Do not make any apologies : 
I did not much reckon on your coming to dinner, for we 
do not dine at a fashionable hour." — " It is true, it is 
rather late." — ** God bless me, no ; even in this part of 
the town there are veiy few who dine before five : but 
my uncle lives with me, and for these fourscore years has 
been accustomed to dine at two ; and while he lives we 
are desirous of conforming ourselves to his habits." 

'* Oh, this is too bad !*' said the baron, dropping his 
cards ; " I believe they have made an agreement in Paris 
to make me die with hunger !'* The card players fell a 
laughing, and M. d'Arboise asked him what he meant. 
" The real truth is," resumed the baron, ** that I have 
not dined, — to-day because I came too late, yesterday 
because I arrived too soon, and, lastly, because eveiy one 
keeps just the hours he pleases in this confounded town, 
where one gets up while another is going to bed, where 
there is neither rule nor regulation, and where one knows 
not when to speak nor when to hold one's tongue." 

After this burst of vexation, which much amused the 
the party, M. d*Aiboise requested his cousin to take some 
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fcfireabittedt. -which he olwtiiiate^. refii$^;. audi, aftei 
having finished anothec rubber of whttt, at which he lom 
eveiy livre he had about him, he returned home, ai|d re 
lieved his mind and his hunger as he recounted the mor 
tifications he had experienoed this day, and^ those pre 
ceding. 



THE BOHEMIAN. 

I 

I ' * 

Great skill have they In palmistry. 

CowperJ 

Tas following is related by an officer of rank and fsmuly, 
wkr served against the Turks in the army under the 
command of the celebrated Prince Cobonrg r 

In the: vpnn^ di tbe yeai llSft 1 departed from 
ABcksvar, in TraiisylTama, with some reemits i» my 
legiment, the hussars of CseUe^y then stationed in the 
vicinity of Oxsova, in Hungary. In a village near the 
aiiny there dwelt a Bohemian, of singular and imposing 
ft{]pearattcei, who ostennbly conducted the trade of a 
vietufldler, but was much consulted in private sb a fartuiM 
teller. My raw sellers/ a superstitidus set« besought 
her to reveal theit desiudes; and, while I ridiculed their 
motives, I gaily pres^ted my haikd to the prophetesSi 
f * The twmtiith iday «f4he'4ii4nih cf Augmt" said she to 
me, vrith a i«^ Significant air, withot^ adding another 
syllables . I premised for an explanation, but she bniy 
repeated the same words, with the saihe marked gesture ; 
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and when I went away, she called after me, " the twen- 
tieth rf August,** It may be easily conceived, that this 
date remained fixed in my memory. 

We joined the army, and partook of its dangers 
and fatigues. In this war the Turks made no prisoners. 
Their commanders put the price of a ducat on our heads, 
and janizaries and saphis were equally emulous to merit 
the reward. This measure was particularly fatal to our 
outposts : scarcely a night passed without the Turks 
coming in search of ducats. Their expeditions were con- 
ducted with-so much secresy, promptitude, and intelli- 
gence, that they seldom failed ; and often, at break of 
day, a part of our casop was guarded only by headless 
trunks. 

The prince of Csburg imagined, that by sending strong 
piquets of cavalry beyond the chain of sentinels he might 
protect them. These night guards consisted of from one to 
two hundred troopers ; but the Turkish generals, irritated 
that their men should be disturbed at their lucrative 
traffic, dispatched more numerous bodies against our de- 
taphments, by which means a still greater profit was 
ireaped ; and this service, on our part, became so .fatal, 
that when an o£Seer.was appointed to the' command, he 
arranged his aifain previous to setting out. 

Things continued thus until the month of August: 
Some skirmishing oceuned, without changing the posi- 
tions of the armies; but there was no prospect of a 
general engagement. 
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About a week before the twentieth, the Bohemian, from 
whom I had occasionally purchased supplies, appeared 
before me. She entered my tent, and requested 1 would 
bequeath her a legacy, in the event of my death happen- 
ing on the day which she had pointed out as the comple- 
tion of my destiny. She even offered to make me a pre> 
sent of a hamper of tokay if her prediction failed. This 
wine was very rare and precious. The fortune-teller 
seemed to me bereft of understanding. In the situation 
I was placed in, a proxifnate death was not improbable ; 
but I had no reason to apprehend it precisely on the twen- 
tieth. I agreed, however, to pledge two chargers, and 
fifty ducats, against the tokay ; and the paymaster of the 
regiment, not without laughter, reduced the wager into 
writing. 

The twentieth of August arrived, and it happened to be 
our turn to provide the piquet ; two of my comrades, how- 
ever, had to take the command before it fell to me. The 
evening advanced, and the hussars were mounted and 
ready to march, when the surgeon arrived to announce 
the sudden and dangerous illness of t^ie officer on duty : 
he who succeeded the invalid, and was immediately above 
me, received orders to replace him; he hastily armed 
himself, and joined l2ie detachment ;'but his horse, which 
was un<^ommonly gentle and docile, reared of a sudden, 
plunged incessantly, and dismounted his master, who, m 
falling, fractured his' leg. Behold my time come! and I 
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depaited ; but, I must candidly confess, not in my uiiual 
spirits. 

I commanded ei^ty men, who were joined by one 
hundred and twenty from another regiment. Our posi- 
tion was nearly a mile in advance of the left wing, and 
as we were protected by a deep and extensive morasSj 
covered with lofty reeds, we did not consider videttes 
necessaiy. No one, however, quitted his saddle ; and the 
orders were, to remain till morning, sword in hand, and 
carbines loaded. All continued profoundly tranquil for 
an hour and three quarters, when an approaching noise 
was heard, and in an instant, amid loud shouts of Allah, 
Allah! our front rank was charged and overthrown^ 
partly by the fire, partly by the shock, of seven or 
eight hundred Turks. An equal number of the eneany 
were dismounted by their own impetuosity and our car- 
bines ; but they were completely acquainted with the 
ground, and we were thrown into disorder, surroundedi 
and defeated. I received many wounds, and my charger 
fell under me, fixing my right leg immovably to this field 
of blood, where, all around, scenes of the most savage 
butchery were partially revealed, by the appaling aiad 
momentaiy illumination of the fire-aims. Our troops 
fot^bt with the courage of despair ; while the Turks, 
superior in numbers, and stimulated by opium, made a 
iiorrible slaughter, and in a little space not a single 
Austrian remained capable of resistance. Such was tb^ 
twentieth of August, 
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The conquerors having seized the horses whidi were 
still fit for service, and pillaged the dead and dying, 
finally began to cut off the heads, and pkce them in 
sacks which they had brought for the purpose. 

The corps of Czekler had ample means to know the 
ferocious disposition of the enemy, and my situation was 
consequently not very enviable, especially as I heard 
them urging dispatch, lest succour should arHve, and 
that the night's work ought to produce two hundred 
ducats, so very accurate was their information. 

In the meantime they passed and re-passed over me ; 
and while legs, arms, and bullets flew around, my horse 
received anodier wound, and his convulsive struggles 
enabled me to extricate my leg. I instantly arose, and 
resolved to throw myself into the morass, in the hope of 
being sheltered among the reeds. I had observed several 
of our people make the attempt unsuccessfully ; but the 
firing had, in a great measure, ceased, and the darkness 
gave me confidence. Although the distance was trifling, 
the danger of being overwhelmed in the water was im- 
minent; nevertheless, i sprung over men and horses, 
and overthrew more than one Turk who attempted to 
cut me deinrn. My good star and my agility enabled me 
to attain the ittorass, into which I only ventured to the 
depth of my knee, crouching as I advanced among the 
reeds, until fatigue compelled me to pause, when I 
heard an exclamation, that " an infidel had escaped^-^ 
let us seek htm." Other voices replied, " that cannot 
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be yentured on in the morass." I know not if the at- 
tempt was made, as loss of blood, extreme weakness, 
and intense anxiety, produced a faintishness that lasted 
several hours, and when I recovered my senses it wa^ 
broad daylight. 

I was buried in the mud to the middle ; my hair rose 
erect at the horrible images of the night, and the twen- 
tieth of August was one of my first thoughts. I counted 
my wounds, to the number of eight, but none appeared 
dangerous, as they were chiefly sabre cuts on my arms 
and body. The evenings of autumn in that country are 
veiy chill ; I had therefore worn a thick pelisse, which 
had materially protected me ; at the same time I was 
very feeble. 

I listened, to ascertain if the enemy had departed, 
but nothing came over the. ear but the groans of the 
wounded horses. As to the riders, the Turks had ren> 
dered them quiet enough. 

I exerted myself to get out of my place of conceal- 
ment, which I accomplished in about an hour, the traces 
which I had left among the reeds forming a safe guide ; 
but although this sanguinary warfare had peculiarly 
hardened the feelings, still, in my lonely and defenceless 
state, I could not subdue a movement of apprehension 
when I first advanced from this asylum. My regards 
were naturally and immediately attracted to the scene of 
massacre, where, of all my comrades, I singly stood in 
safety. But how shall I describe the horror and alarm 
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Df finding myself, at the veiy moment of siij^sed'eman- 
cipation> radely seized by the arm. On looking up, I 
saw an Amaut of gigantic stature, armed to the teeth, 
1^0 had returned to examine whether there was yet any 
remaining plnnder. Never was hope so bitterly disap- 
fMnnted. I addressed him in the Turkish language — 
** Take my watch — ^my purse — ^my uniform — but do not 
kill me." 

" Ail diese," he rej^ed, " are min« ; and, what is 
imore, thy heaH ;" and he deliberately began to unfasten 
^e chifi^pieoe of my hussar cap. I was without arms — 
.mcapabAe of defending myself; and, on the slightest re- 
-nstahce, be thfeatened to bury his sabre in my breast : 
yet I c^ng to his waist, while he was employed in 
baring ihy neck, and continued to supplicate his com- 
.passion. 

" My family is rich — make me. your prisoner — ^you 
shall fasve a laige tansom." 

** That would take too much time," he rejoined ; 
*' keep thyself quiet— all will soon be over;" and he 
had now (finrwa the breast-pin from my shirt. Still I 
^leld 'hiin embraced t and whether he was proudly con- 
fident in his superior strength and the advantage of his 
atma, er that a fleeting remnant of pily had for an in^ 
stant weighed on his heart, which the avail of a single 
thicat soon outbalanjced, he did not seem to notice my 

actiokis. Just, however, as he took out the breast-pin, 
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I felt something heavy near his waist; it was a steel 
hammer, occasionally used instead of the battle-axe in 
close combat. 

Already he held up my head with one hand, brandish- 
ing his enormous sabre with the other, coolly repeating, 
" keep thyself quiet, that I may cut it off the more 
easily for thee." 

Assuredly these were the last words I should ever 
have heard, but that nature revolted at such a death 
with so irresistible an impulse, that in the same moment 
I sprung from his grasp, tore the hammer from his girdle, 
and dashed it, vidth my whole strength, full in his face. 
The attack was unexpected — ^the weapon was massive — 
the blow did not fail, and it waff repeated vrith almost 
.incredible celenty* The Amaut reeled and fell, and his 
sabre escaped from his relaxed hold ; I seized it, and, 
need scarcely add, plunged it repeatedly into his body. 

On recovering my breath, I made to the outposts, 
directed by the glitter of their arms in the sun ; but all 
fled from me as a spectre, and I was the same day seized 
vnth a high fever, and carried to the hospital. 

At the expiration of six weeks I recovered both of my 
fever and my wounds, and returned to the camp. On 
my arrival the Bohemian brought me the tokay, and I 
learnt from my companions, that during my confinement 
this extraordinary woman, by Ker predictions, which were 
in almost every instance Accomplished to the veiy letter. 
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had acquired paramount influence, obtained toaixy lega- 
cies, and was universally consulted as to the decrees of 
fete. This was very strange. 

At length two deserters came over from the enemy, 
and recognised our fortune-teller as well known in the 
camp of the Turks, to whom, they said, by means of 
nocturnal visits, she had communicated our movements 
and intentions. This also created much astonishment, 
aa she had often been of important service to us, and 
we had wondered at the address and abiUty with which 
she had executed the most perilous commissions. But 
the deserters persisted in their evidence ; they had fre- 
quently been present when she communicated our posi- 
tions and strength — betrayed our plans — and enabled 
the «nemy to succeed in their attacks. The events 
which had actually happened afforded strong' presump- 
tions against her ; and a Turkish cipher, which served as 
a passport, being found in her possession, rendered her 
death indispensable. 

I then urged the Bohemian as to her predictions, and 
she avowed, in general, that by acting as a spy to each 
par^, she had obtained double emolument, with com- 
plete personal security.. By this means she learnt the 
secret plans of both ; and she knew precisely what was 
to be attempted by either. Those who consulted her on 
their destiny confided to her all the dangers they were to 
encounter. The most secret projects were thus revealed 
to her in detail. Her calculation was almost always a 
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demonstration ; and somethnes, wiiere she did noft j>ps* 
sess tkese advantages, chance befriended her. 

In my particular instance, she Was desirous to impress 
an nresistible belief in her unerring knowledge. I was 
selected as a striking example of her skill ; and by fixing 
imy fiate at a remote period, and in utter disregard of all 
vrdioaiy hazards, even of the immediate and constant 
.Skirmishes of the caVaby, the haib-bfeadth 'scapes which, 
fai toy situation, were of every day occurrence, she trusted 
to obtain unbounded confidence. 

From her information vur centinels were cut off, and 
-our piquets overthrown ; but the attacks upon our night 
-guards were arranged so as to suit her prectictrons, and 
«spedally, that on the near approach of the twtntUih ef 
Augttst the hussars of Czekler might be on duty. From 
-consiasit intercourse with the officers, she knew that two 
^tf my^e^iuades preceded me in cdmmand. To the onfe 
iihe l}old drugged veine, and he was taken dangerously 
ill ; and just as the other had mounted, she contriwd to 
thrust bummg tinder into the aostrils of bis charger. 



JAHIA AND MEIMOUNE. 

A I'UBSISH TALB. 

DuRivo the prosperous reign of Setim II. there lived at 
Constantinople a young man named Ismene Jahia. He 
dwelt near the Seven Towers with his mother, to whom 
he was a very submissive and dutiful son. He was hand- 
some and well made, and his heart alive to all the tender 
feelings of friendship : these feelings caused him often to 
repair to Scutari, that he might enjoy the society of his 
friend Muhamid. After one day having, as usual, pressed 
the hand of his mother to his lips, he set off for Scutari^ 
leaving with his parent all the little money he had saved 
from his gainings. On his arrival at the house of his 
friend, Muhamid said to him — " You are just come in 
time, my dear Jahia, I was this night invited to the wed- 
ding of one of my friends ; you shall accompany me> and 
we shall be very merry." 

" As you are invited," said Jahia, " I shall not scruple 
to accompany you ; it is well known that we are insepar- 
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able, and it will not seem extraordinary my going with 
you." 

They accordingly set off, were well received, and the 
hour of prayer being arrived, they followed the bride to 
the mosque, according to the Turkish custom; from 
whence they returned, accompanied by the imans, to the 
door of her dwelling, where all the assembly bade them 
farewell. After the usual prayers, the bride was con- 
ducted into the chamber of the bridegroom, sherbet was 
handed round to the guests, and all of them immediately 
afterwards took their leave. 

Jahia and Muhamid went with some young men of 
tireir acquaintance to a kind of tavern, where they di- 
verted themselves and drank wine. They had already 
taken sufficient to be pretty well heated, when he whose 
province it was to pour out the wine said — *' What shall 
we now do, my friends ; ^e have emptied our pitchers, 
and it will be attended with danger if we send out for 
more wine*1 Has any one of you courage sufficient to 
go and get a fresh supply!" 

Jahia, struck vnth this observation, said to himself, 
'* I am the only stranger here, and to whom could this 
speech be addressed if not to me 1" He then rose from 
his seat, and offered to volunteer on this service. 

* Wine, in Mahometan countries, is only allowed to be sold 
on the sea shore. The place where these young men were as- 
sembled was at some distance. 
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Mohanid'a countenance expressed what be fek in his 
.mind, and he imn»ediately remarked — ** Did any one 
ever see a stranger employed in doing the errands of a 
people belonging to one particular province 1 Sit down, 
my dear friend, I shall not consent to what you have 
proposed. Besides, you are unacquainted with this 
neighbourhood; you do not know the difTei-ent paths, 
and you would run more risk than one of us." 

All the company agreed that Muhamid was r^ht; 
and while they applauded the courage of Jahia, they 
bulged he would not take the trouble : but in praising 
his courage, and admiring his generosity, these young 
men endeavoured to strengthen his proposal, though they 
aifected to prevent it ; and Jahia, like all other young 
men, thought his honour concerned in his determination 
to take this rash step. He therefore repeated his resolu> 
tion, and those who thought of nothing but the getting 
more wine at length said to Muhamid — ** Let him do 
what he pleases ; he does not want courage nor address j; 
be assured he will succeed in what he is going about." 

Muhamid was compelled to give wa^, and Jahia took 
with him two pitchers, with which he arrived safe at the 
wine house. He soon got them filled, and set forward 
on his return, to make merry with his friends* 

The hour of prayer had been over some time, and the 
streets were all deserted. However, Jahia perceived at 
a short distance from him a lanthom, as he was turning 
down a bye place near Valida. This light came towards 
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him in that maimer that he could neither turn away from 
it nor make his escape ; had he turned back, the noise of 
his footsteps would cause him to be pursued, and he ran 
the hazard of being stopped by the sea-side. On the 
other hand, he could not throw away the pitchers of 
wine, as that would have seemed a cowardly way of 
giving up an enterprise he had so strenuously desired to 
undertake. While he was busied in these reflections, 
and fearing that the lanthom was carried by one of the 
nightly watch, the light advanced still nearer, and he 
perceived by it a young man who preceded an old one, 
followed by another slave. The countenance of the old 
man was that of a learned s^jge, and his beard, as white 
as silver, descended to his girdle ; he had a staff in one 
hand, and a Turkish rosary in the other. Jahia placed 
himself against the wall to let these strangers pass, 
hoping they might not observe him. But when they 
came up close to him, he heard the old man addressing 
his prayeifj to the Almighty in the following words : — 
" O Alia ! in the name of thy seven heavens, of Adam, 
Eve, thy holy prophets, saints, and mslr^n^, behold me, 
thy servant, who has attained this day the age of four- 
score years : the summer of my life is past away for 
ever, and until now I never knew what it was to want a 
guest at my table, or a hospitable welcome at another's : 
this is the first night that I am threatened with supping 
alone. I humbly now implore thy divine majesty, that 
if my homage for so many years has been acceptable in 
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thy sight, that I may meet vrith some one with whom I 
may eat my supper and be entertained with his society.*' 

Jahia regarded the old man with a terror that rendered 
him motionless, and the kind of prayer that he had of- 
fered np made the young man tremMe. ** Assuredly/' 
said he to himself, ** this is some great prophet ; and 
what will become of me when he finds me the bearer of 
this forbidden liquor? However, Jahia discovered this 
▼enerable personage to be a sheick, who was seeking 
to discover different objects, notwithstanding the dark- 
ness of the night, and that having perceived himself, he 
desired those who accompanied him to bring the lanthom 
close up to him, that he might look on him more atten- 
tively ; and poor Jahia, however he might be disposed to 
render homage to the sheick, could not, on account of 
die two pitchers with which he was burthened. 

The sheick began to return thanks to God for this 
meeting, and said to Jahia — " You are witness, young 
man, of my gratitude to AHa, for his goodness in send- 
ing you here. If I had not met you I should have gone 
without my supper. Follow me to my house, and do not 
refuse the pressing invitation I make you.'* 

These words redoubled Jahia's embarrassment. " Cer- 
tainly," said he to himself, " this man is a saint. I have 
already deserved the wrath of Alia, by transgressing his 
commandments in drinking and carrying wine ; I shall 
now augment my fault, and bring on myself the anger of 
this holy man, if I refuse his request : yet if I accept his 
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proposal I c^n never appear again befoie thoie wiu> axe 
expecting my return." 

In this dilemma Jahia preserved the most profound 
silence, and the sheick observing that he kept his hands 
mider his robe, suspected that he was concealing some- 
thing, and, to put an end to his doubts, h^ lifted up the 
robe of Jahia, and beheld the two pitchers. '* I thought," 
said he, " that it was wine that had flushed your counte- 
nance, but you need not be uneasy about that in my pre- 
sence. Which way are you going? I will accompany you; 
at least, I will follow you at a distance, so as to serve you 
as a g1^lrd : in a word, I will do just as you. please ; but 
I declaje that I will not return to my own bouse without 
you." % 

The gentle behaviour of the old man now set Jahia 
quite at his ease, and delighted at not having experi- 
enced any reproof on what was so expressly forbidden by 
the law of Mahomet, he told the reason of his having 
been entrusted with this commission. " My friends," 
added he, ''are waiting virith impatience : judge yourself 
what I ought to do, and then command me." 

The old man replied, '' My son, your words, as they 
are the words of truth, are more valuable than the finest 
pearls of the ocean. You have gained my heart ; and 
know, that the person who now speaks to you is the 
sheick Ebulkiar, who was bom at Magnesia. I have 
been settled at Scutari ever since I was seven years of 
age, and I have attained that of fourscore without eyer 
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haying supped alone. By the blessing of Grod on my 
prayers and sacrifices, I faaye always had wherewithal to 
give to eat to those who came to see me. When a stranger 
has not presented himself hefore me, after die hour of 
evening prayer, I have returned to the mosque, and chose 
him who appeared most favourable in my eyes ; took him 
home with me, and gave him the best welcome in my 
power. I have metwith no one diis day ; and all those 
whom I separately asked at the mosque made some excuse 
or other to absent himself. Seeing my case hopeless, I 
tent iq> my supplications to Alia, and he presented to my 
view a most agreeable guest in yourself. But,*' added 
the old man, " it is not right to prevent you from fiifilling 
a comimssion so replete with danger ; I will wait for you 
here, and you shall request of your companions their per- 
mission to retiie^ ks you can tell them that if you drink 
any more wine it may disagree with you. You shall theA 
come and join me, and I am sure you will not repent of 
granting me the favour I ask of you. I swear to you, by 
Alia, that I will wait here till your return : you see I 
trust to your word, though it is in your power to make 
me pass die whole night here." The sheick then sat down 
4>n a stone, and Jahia congratulated himself upon having 
met a man who was so indulgent : and he pronused to 
setum as soon aa possible. 

His first care, after he rejoined his friends, was to fill 
their goblets, and to place the two pitchers on the table : 
the joy at his re^im was exuberant, as they had almost 
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despaired of seeing him again that night ; his friend Mn- 
hamid; who had been the most uneasy, embraced him 
fervently, and they all applauded him to the skies. But 
whatever entreaties they made to prevail on him to take 
his place again at the head of the table, they could aet 
succeed. — " All that I require," said Jahia, ** in recom* 
pence for die trifling service I have rendered you, is your 
permission to retire. I am fatigued ; and a friend whom 
I met with in the wine house has made me drink cup after 
cup so hastily, that my head is very much disordered." 

It was with much difficulty he gained their consent te 
his departure, but it was still more difficult for him to get 
rid of his friend Muhamid, who insisted on accompanying 
him. However, as soon as Jahia found himself alone, he 
repaired to jthe spot where he had left the sheick, who 
was waiting for him, according to his promise. Pene- 
trated vrith his kindness, Jahia prostrated himself before 
the sheick, and offered to kiss his feet. The sheick raised 
him up, pressed him to his bosom, saying, " O, my son, 
prostrate not thyself before a child of the dust." — He then 
praised him for his punctuality, and taking him by the 
hand, they went out of Scutari together. After they had' 
passed by the Leper's Hospital they came to a garden, 
the gate of which see^ied like the entrance to a royal 
palace, and the walls that enclosed the garden were of 
an immense height. The old man knocked at the door, 
and the voice of a young girl was heard asking who waa 
there ? She opened the gate immediately on hearing the 
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Voice of the ftheiek. Jahiawas e&rajrtored at Ike sight 
of ber coantenance, for she was witfaotit a Teil, and was 
•beautifel as the day, and bloomitig as the early ^ring : 
«he carried before them a siWer lamp, in which the flame 
•was kept burning by an oil of the most aromatic and 
costly scent. 

The house appeared to Jabia as the habitation of all 
earthly delights. Multitudes of silver lamps shed around 
the light of an artificial day. A superb sofo was placed 
in a beautiful window recess, and iii &e middle of the 
apartment rose a marble fountain, surrounded with pillars 
of the finest workmanship, and whose waters were clear 
as crystal, and filled with gold and silyer fishes, whose 
agile sports and motions delighted the eye. Between 
the pillars were stands of flowers of every kind and hae. 
JFahia took bis seat on the sofa, and his s^aesVere aH 
absorbed in the objects diat pressed on his sights The oM 
man soon perceived what was passing within him, and 
said, — " Confide to me the subject of your meditations ; 
did t not tell you that I regatded you as a s<m ? And 
do not you think it would be better that you sbouSd be 
only the son of a sheick's adoption, lihan to be so in reality? 
¥<u the tie of adoption is strengthened by inclination, aad 
the friendship of choice must "be superior to that of tiatose. 
Be easy ; you are in the house of a friend, you shaU'be 
iny companion, and our evenings will be passed in amuse > 
tnents : as I expect the angel of d^th shortly to lay his 
hand upon me, I will make you heir Of all ftiy weaHfa ; 
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for I find you a young man after my o^ni heart, and when 
I am dead you shall occupy my place." — ^The sheick then 
went into another apartment ; but «oon after returned, 
richly clad in a robe so finely embroidered with gold and 
silver that it seemed rather that of a sultan than a sheick. 
He then placed himself beside Jahia, and the slaves of 
the sheick brought in several dishes of silver set with pre- 
cious stones and filled with the choicest dainties, while 
the perfumes of musk and ambergris burnt in vessels of 
gold, ravished the sense with their odours. 

Jahia was lost in astonishment at the magnificence of 
the sheick ; and his suiprise took from him the powers of 
speech. The sheick thus addressed him : — '' I am arrived 
at the period of old age, and this is the first night I ever 
dressed myself as you now see me. I have often prayed 
to God to grant me a son ; I have now given up all hopes 
of having one ; I therefore have for some time supplicated 
him to send me an amiable and worthy young man whom 
I might adopt as my child : my prayers are heard, for you 
have been sent to me. Do not be surprised now, when 
I tell yon that, whatever is thought oi the sanctity of the 
sheicks, they all live in the same style that I do. There- 
fore, if you love wine, you may take your fill here ', for you 
know that the dervises are allowed the use of it ; so as we 
but avoid public scandal that is enough. Now I request 
that you will regard me as your father in every respect ; 
hide nothing from me, and follow the plan of life that I 
have laid down from my earliest youth." 
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This speech made Jahia adopt the idea he had formed 
when the sheick first addressed him ; he took him for 
a prophet, and, indeed, for the prophet Elias. In the 
mean time this voluptuous dwelling, these riches, jewels, 
and beautiful female slaves, who were continually passing 
before them, soon banished this idea, as well as the wine 
which had been brought in, in large quantities. Some-' 
times he fancied that the sheirk was an enchanter : but 
then, he reflected, what could be his design in bringing 
me hither 1 What motive could he have in deceiving 
me 1 What have I to fear ? Mj gold and raiment could 
tempt no one ! — Wine is forbidden in Turkish monasteries 
under pain of death, and Jahia was surprised to see the 
most superb vases of gold and silver ostentatiously filled 
with the prohibited liquor. 

The sheick penetrating his thoughts, said : — '* Do net 
imagine, my son, that I am guilty of drinking wine ; I 
only had it brought here for you. We sheicks drink only 
the wine that is to be found in Paradise." — A golden 
bottle was now placed beside the sheick, and they con- 
tinued their repast. The sheick helped Jahia to some 
wine out of the golden bottle : it was a kind of sherbet 
composed of sugar, musk, and amber : Jahia found it 
more agreeable just then to his taste than wine : and as 
soon as the dessert was placed on the table the sheick 
caused to be brought in by his orders a quantity of princely 
habits, which were laid in piles on the sofa. — " I present 
you,*' said he to Jahia, ** with all these habits, and also 
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any one of my femak slaves^ who mcy be foand most 
a^veeable in your eyes." 

This made the young Mussulman blush ; Init to dissi- 
pate his coniFusion, the sheidk |Kmred out amotfaer gobfot 
c^ the celestial vine, and Jahia drank it without know- 
ing what he wan about. The sheick fioding his guest 
rather dis6rdei«d with wine, caused his slaves to take 
: liieir musical instruments, and to play die most tender 
and amorous airs. Jahia was moved, and began to raiK 
his eyes on the fair forms that surrounded him. The 
sheick examined him attentively, and again filling his 
goblet, he said, ** My son, look well on those staves : 
chuse her that pleases you best, and to-night she shall 
be yours." 

Jahia, fearful that this was only ftbme ^thitagera, sWore 
to the sheick that he knew better what he owed to him 
than to cast ah eye of desire on any of his slaves. 

" Chuse," r^ated the .old man; '' k is my desiffe 
that you take to yourself her who may be most agl^eeabk 
toyoi*.** 

** Since, then," said Jahia, '* it is really yo«r wish, I 
chuse her who sits beside me." 

**\ admire your good taste," said the sheick : ** the is 
a Circassian, and I give her to you with pleasure. Come 
near to me, Meimoun^," and then taking her by the 
hand, he gavjS her to Jahia, widi five thousand sequins. 
*' It is," said he, ''because you left your frieniiis to'tOme 
and sup with me this evening that I make yt>ti fhe8e pre- 



JAHIA AND MEIMOUNE. 143 

Beats ; and I shall go to-morrow to the cadi of Scutari, 
to make over to you in his presence a donation of alll 
am possessed of; and satisfied with your company and 
conversation, I shall devote myself hereafter to the ser- 
vice of God.** 

"My lord, and my father,*' said Jahia, " how can I 
sufficiently express my sense of all your benefits?" 

After mutual professions of esteem and gratitude, the 
dd man then quitted the apartment, leaving Jahia and . 
Meimoun^ alone. 

As soon as he was out of hearing, the beautiful slave 
said, with a deep sigh — " Young man, you have nbt long 
to live ;. think of your situation.'* This speech made 
Jahia shudder : he was seized with an universal tremor, 
and with a faltering voice he conjuted Meimoun^ to 
explain her meaning. " I feel interested for you,'* said 
she ; ** and present circumstances will save me from the 
charge of immodesty, when I say also that I love you : 
this love inspires me with fresh horror at the crimes that 
are here committed. Will you promise me,** added she, 
" to take me with you, and never to abandon me, if I 
deliver you from the danger that now threatens you !** 
Jahia promised all she desired, and bound himself by 
the most solemn oaths. ''Know then,*' said she, '' that 
every species of wickedness is concentrated in that old 
man ; but if you wish to preserve your life, you must do 
exactly what I jhall prescribe to you. The sheick is 
coming back again ; but every time that he calls you make 
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no answer. He will order me to wake you, and I fthall 
pretend to obey him; but do not you speak; remain 
quiet in your bed, and you will see all that is passing." 

Some time after the sheick came behind one of the 
curtains ; he called Jahia, who made no answer. He 
'Oidered Meimoun^ to wake him, but she assured him all 
her efforts were in vain. •* But you have got the cords," 
said the old man, " to tie him to the sofa ; you know I 
have a great many precautions to take, being, as I may 
say, the only man in my house. I have now fifteen 
prisoners ; what would become of me if I w«a to set 
them at liberty ? Take good care of him, or your life 
shall azuswer for it." So saying he went away. 

Jahia was in an agony of terror. " Now rise," said 
Meimoun^^ ** I will show you the place you have 
been unfortunate enough to be led into." She then took 
him by the hand, and conducted him to a narrow flight 
of stairs, which when they had descended she told him 
to look through a small opening in the wall. He saw 
ttem it a dark dungeon, wherein were confined fourteen 
prisoners of different ages, all loaded with chains, 
whereby their necks, feet, and hands were fastened. 
The young man who had carried the lanthorn before the 
sheick when he had first met Jahia entered ; and when 
the prisoners bewailed their fate in having been deceived 
by the sheick's promises, the very same as those he had 
made to Jahia, the slave replied — "Why then did you 
drink the wine that the sheick ofleredyouonly to Uyyou 1 
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I Ain only deliver one ci yon at a time ; but be easy, you 
will all have your turn." So saying he took ooe of 
them awa5% 

Meimoun6 then told Jahia that the sheick would re- 
turn to their apartment, and that they must go back 
again. A few minutes after they had laid down the old 
man entered in his night-gown» ready to go to bed. He 
called to Meimoun^ in a terrible voice, and told h» it 
was then time to conduct her companion to prison. She 
told him he might depend upon her. The sheick then 
called the young m^ who was accustomed to attend 
upon him, and who appeared with an apron and a great 
knife by his side; he then brought the prisoner, and 
slew him in the sight of his master, who mingled some 
of the blood of this wretched Mussulman in a glass of 
wine, and then drank it off. " Now/' said he to Mei* 
moun6, " bind Jahia hand and foot; thy head shall be 
the forfeit if he escape." He then threw himself on a 
sofa and fell fast asleep. 

Jahia, after the sheick was asleep, now fell on his 
knees before Meimoun6, and begged her to save his life 
by procuring him the means of. escape. Meimoun6 told 
him that she had promised to deliver him, but not to 
remain herself exposed to the resentment of the sheick ; 
and the height of the walls, and the situation of the 
house, rendered tli^ir flight almost impracticable. " Li- 
berty," said Jahia to her, " without you would be 
bondage. I would prefer death to life without you." 
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" Since/' said the beautiful slave, " such are your 
sentiments, I will perish with you if I fajl in deliTering 
you." She then led him into another apartment, when, 
taking him by the hand, she opened a window, and 
said — " Seize the branches of that pomegranate tree, 
and descend into the garden ;: I wUl bring the little key 
that opens the gate, and soon be with you." 

When Jahia found himself alone in the garden, he 
was seized with a thousand teiroiB lest M eimoun^ should 
not return. -After a short time, which seemed to him an 
age, the slave appeared, with two large bundles, which 
she threw to him, and joining him, carrying a little box 
under her arm, said—" Now we have not a moment to 
lose." 

They arrived, without any impediment, at the house 
of Muhamid, who was yet carousing with his friends. 
They knocked at the door, which was opened by an old 
female slave, and they entered the apartment of the 
guests, who all rejoiced at again seeing Jahia ; but Mei- 
moun6 was very sad, on which Jahia said to her — " Soul 
of my life, why art thou sad when we are in safety V 

** Have you then," replied she, '* forgot how near we 
are to that wicked sheick t Remember that to immense 
riches he unites the reputation of an holy life : he has 
friends who will assist him in his pursuit after us, and 
we shall be irretrievably lost. He now sleeps; let us 
then instantly depart for Constantinople before the day 
appears." 
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Jahia replied — " If, bright moon of the world, I 
might act as I pleased, I would this instant cross the 
sea ; but it is impossible, all the boats are dragged to 
land, all the gates of the town are shut, and if the 
nightly guard should see a boat out at night, do you not 
know that we should be subject to an examination 1" 

Meimoun6 was obliged then to wait patiently, and 
Jahia asked her the reason of the sheick's conduct in 
murdering his prisoners, and mingling their blood with 
his wine t 

'* For these three years that I have lived with him," 
replied she,-" I have witnessed the same conduct. His 
riches are gained from those he entices to his dwelling ; 
and when he quafis the blood of his fellow-creatures he 
then seems tranquil, and falls asleep." 

The cock now crowed the first hour of morning. Mei- 
moun6 seized her little casket, and intreated Jahia to 
follow her ; but on their arrival at the sea-side, not find- 
ing a boat, they walked along in great anxiety, till they 
perceived, by a distant light, a man fishing. Jahia con- 
jured him to put to land, but the fisherman was seized 
with fear to be called at that early hour. Jahia and 
Meimoun6 united their supplications, and the man re- 
ceived them on board. Meimoun6 took a sequin from 
her casket and gave him, telling him to seem as if he 
was yet fishing. They soon, however, reached Constan- 
tinople, and Jahia took his beautiful slave to his mother's 
honse. Here they examined the bundles and casket, 
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which they found to contain magnificent appaiel and 
plenty of gold and silver : but Jahia, inspired with grati- 
tude and love for the beautiful Meimoun6, desii-ed to make 
her his bride. Meimoun6 refused while the cruel sheick 
was alive; " for," said she, *' were we at the farthest 
verge of the earth, that cruel man would pursue us." 

Jahia sept for Muhamid, who wa8-,astonished at the 
accusations of his friend against a man he had hitherto 
regarded as the most l^oly on the earth, and he recused 
to do aught against him. Jahia then resolved to attack 
the sheick himself; and taking his sabre, he departed for 
Scutari, resolved to await and attack the sheick on his 
passage. He followed him, and met him at the place 
where he said, as usual, '* Open the door, it is me." 
With one stroke of his sabre he cut off the head of the 
slave that accompanied him; and in the midst of the 
disorder occasioned by this action he fancied he heard 
the voice of his faithful Meimoun6, saying — *** If the 
cadi should come, how can we persuade him of our inno- 
cence V* They went, however, immediately to the prison, 
and set the captives free, after having given the sheick a 
blow that stunned him, while the courageous Meiraoun6, 
who had followed Jahia in the disguise of a boy^ put an 
end to his iniquitous life. 

The. lovers then repaired as fast as possible to Con- 
stantinople, where they were married ; and the valuable 
casket of Meimoun^, vnth the easy competence of her 
husband, caused them to pass their days in the epjoy- 
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ment of every comfort attending on domestic happiness ; 
and if their lot was not splendid or magnificent, they 
were rich in mutual affection, and they experienced that 
happy medium which, far removed from indigence, as- 
pires not to the accumulation of inmiense wealth, and 
which laughs at the unenvied load of pomp and splen- 
dour, which it neither seeks nor desires to obtain. 
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** We will now begin No. 2/' said the professor, as he 
tied the strings of his portfolio of prints, and looked to- 
wards another which was lying by the table : " this will, 
I think, afford you still more pleasure ; but, madam, you 
look so frequeijitly at the clock, that I fear " 

** I only fear," said the counsellor's lady, *' that it is 
growing too late to begin another ; and it would be really 
a pity to hurry over such well-selected works. If your 
engagements will permit some other time ^" 

*' It is not yet very late," her husband replied, as he 
was lifting a heavy folio on the table ; *' we shall have 
plenty of time to look over this part leisurely enough. 
What makes you in such a huny to-night V* 

*' I think it best for every one to be at his own home 
in the evening," observed the wife of the counsellor; 
" it is much safer." 

" Safer 1" asked the counsellor, laughing, ** you pay 
a fine compliment to our police ! in what may the danger 
consist, which you seem to fear so much, now the mili- 
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tftiy, who are generally the greatest destroyere of safety, 
have left the town.'' 

' ** That is the very cause of my fear," rejoined the 
lady ; they would not have left us if they had not doubted 
Df their own security ; the enemy are, I fear, approach- 
ing, and disturbances often arise when they are least 
expected. 

" Oh ! if that be your only ground of alarm/' said the 
jprofessor, laughing, *' we may proceed with our prints 
very safely ; it will be long enough before the enemy ar- 
rive here ; and I think we are more likely to see our pro- 
tecton (as they term themselves) again than our foes, 
for they are no longer our enemies. In the mean time, 
your apprehensions are not without foundation, for here, 
in the very iirst leaves, I shall show you some of these 
Tartarian tribes, at least in effigy." 

" Another time, I beg," replied the anxious lady ^ 
" if you knew my uneasiness you would yourself be glad 
to have me at home." 

" But really," said the counsellor, endeavouring to 
tranquillize her, " you are needlessly alarmed ; accord- 
ing to the latest news, a few days may possibly bring 
«boitt some military events, or i^nd us soihe strange 
guests ; but I will answer for to-meirow ; and as to this 
evening, there is not the remotest probabiUty of any 
thing happening." 

It was in vain they sought to oonviaoe the lady of the 
gxtoundlessnms of her alarm -, she became obviously moie 

p2 
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and moie anxious ; and finally, not to destroy the plea** 
sure of the party, she proposed that the professor should 
accompany them home, and that he and her husband 
might there look over some prints and pictures together, 
on which discussions had formerly arisen between them. 
The scheme was acceded to ; the professor laughed at 
her earnest exhortation, while he double-locked his doors, 
and the party proceeded, with many jests and much 
merriment, to the house of the counsellor, where the 
conversation on the latest works of art soon resumed its 
former vivacity. 

" Would one not believe," observed the counsellor 
during the absence of his lady, ** thftt.my wife had 
second sight ? Her strange solicitude makes me almost 
anxious myself, it is not customary with her.'' 

** Let us come to the discussions which are the order 
of the day,'' observed the professor ; " you surely can- 
not believe in such things -, we shall be able to look at 
your beautiful works of art as perfectly at our ease as if 
we only knew Cosaks and Bashkirs from the descriptions 
of travellers." 

The counsellor seemed not of this opinion ; he became 
somewhat absent, and the remarks of the professor on 
the antiquities of Germany, which had been reserved for 
this evening's discussion, and which he uttered with all 
the enthusiasm of an antiquary, scarcely gained atten- 
tion. The professor laughed repeatedly at the beUef in 
lorebodings which his friend's anxiety manifested, and 
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adduced many arguments, founded on natural histoiy 
and experience, to prove its fallacy* 

" I can object nothing to your reasoning," said the 
counsellor at last> ** except the numerous results of ex- 
perience, which should seem to confirm the reverse of 
your doctrine, and which would open to us a temporary 
view into realms inaccessible to human knowledge. We 
cannot entirely reject the testimony^ of men worthy of 
credit, and who must be acquitted of any attempt to 
decdive." 

" Why not," replied the professor, ** when the doc- 
trine itself is opposed to all the laws of possibility? 
Men of the greatest veracity and sincerity may be de- 
ceived themselves ; it is, in truth, with these forebodings 
as with ignes fatui — many tell you they have heard of 
them, but not one vrith whom I have ever spoken has 
himself witnessed them. Till I meet with a. ghost-seer, 
who assures me seriously and on his word that he has 
experienced the truth of them himself, when. wide awake, 
and in full possession of reason iind consciousness — ^till 
then I reject the whole as futile." 

** And if such a person were to be found," said the 
counsellor, " would you then believe ?" 

" Hum," replied the professor, shrugging hi& shoulders, 
" only after a very close investigation. Deception is so 
easy ; it is in all cases only a more apparent or more 
hidden deception that cherishes this credulity." 

** In all cases i" repeated the other : *' I cannot agree 
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^th you there : I myself was once a witness of « cir- 
cumstance of this nature, which, though I have not 
thought of it for some years, now recurs to my memory, 
and which was neither a dream nor an illusion. I will 
narrate it to you. You will believe me when I assure 
you it is not a fictitious adventure ; and when you have 
heard the particulars, you may judge whether I could 
have been deceived. It must be now nearly ten years 
since I was appointed a counsellor in the chamber at 
M • I was then unmarried, and was fond of tra- 
velling ; while my elder comrades, on the contrary, loved 
their ease, and I often undertook to transact business for 
^em at a distance from home. Once, when I was pre- 
paring for one of these expeditions, vvhich would cause 
Bie to pass near the convent at Wallbach, one of the 
older counsellors requested me to take that opportunity 
of viewing the place for him. It had been for a long 
time changed into an amthaus, and the officer who held 
the situation had often petitioned for a repair of the old 
building ; but when the chamber agreed to the request, 
the then amtman found the new building unneceasaty, 
and stated that he would content himself with the habit- 
able part of it, if, in recompense, some other conveni- 
ences were allowed him. In short, I was commissioned 
to survey the place narrowly/' and report on the expedi- 
ency of repairing the old, or of building altogether a new 
amthaus. On my journey to my ultimate destination, I 
contented myself with viewing the cloister in passing. 
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and I was well pleased with the amtman that be was not 
willing, merely for the take of a new house, to destroy 
the fine old Gothic pile, which looked so venerable in the 
plain from the surrounding hills. I rejoiced in my ap- 
proaching acquaintance with him, and his curious antique 
neighbourhood. On my return, I arrived rather late at 
Wallbach ; the setting moon, occasionally obscured by 
heavy thunder-clouds, partially illumined the old towels 
and dark grey walls, which seemed to me to bear, their 
age tolerably well. The amtman's lady, an elderly but 
still an active woman, welcomed me, and apologized for 
the absence of her husband on a professional journey, 
from which he }]ras not expected back till the following 
day. She seeme^l much embarrassed, and I was obliged 
repeatedly to assure her that I could not be surprised at 
the absence of her husband, as my visit was totally un- 
expected by him, and that it would be quite time enough 
on the morrow to transact the business I was commis- 
sioned upon. As I soon found that my presence dis- 
turbed the family, I requested to be shown to my cham- 
ber, and a dunce of a servant conducted me through 
many cross and winding passages, to an antique room 
with Gothic windows and ornaments, and there left me, 
humbly wishing me a good night. Fatigue from my 
journey, and ennui, induced me to go to bed, and I soon 
fell asleep. I was awakened I know not how in a few 
hours, and, while endeavouring to compose myself again, 
I heard most remarkable sounds, as if caused by slow. 
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h^vy, ^ig&ntie footsteps : the loagBr I listened, th« more 
I was alarmed at this noise. The steps fieened to indl- 
di^llie presence of some sTipematora:! foekgj alid o(!ca- 
Konaliy the very floor trembled under tK^. Although 
the noise itself was not very load, and appealed to proceed 
irom. a distance, I could not ^el]^ ^lidd^ing;,* '^ttwnigi'h I 
<fndeavonred to banish my apprehension ; '"bat 4t was in 
vain I attempted to sleep. The noise at last -^ftsed, to 
my great joy, but ere Ion j I heard a rustling at my dflor, 
and thought I could distinguish a slight knocking : I sat 
Up in^ny bed, and looked earnestly towards it, bnt h re- 
mained fast ; T had hardly laid myself dowir again 'rn^ieh 
the rustling and knocking were repeated ; and whe||'l 

af ain looked towards the door, I clearly saw H'wa's moved 
t» 

" Farcy !** cried the professor, *' totbing bu* faacy, 
' the delusion of an excited imagination/* 

"No such thing," Resumed the narrator, "you shall 

^ hear more. I saw the door move, and Ix^ried out * who is 

*^ there V All' was agaiA still fbr-a shofttime, then again 

something knocked lotfder and stronger, and the ^door 

opened ■" 

" No f are you serious V* interrupted the professor. 

" Perfectly : — ^thiis was too much for me, I sprang out 

of bed towards the door, and there I saw distinctly a 

slender white female figure in a faint gleam of light that 

' instantly glided away. It seemed to beckon to me. I 

seized my light, my fear giving way to an almost wild 
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courage. The figuie glided through some dark passages ; 
I hastened after, but could not overtake it ; on a sudden 
it vanished, but when I reached the spot where I saw it 
last, I discovered a staircase ; I thought I could still 
descry at the bottom of it something of the pale light, and 
therefore hastily descended, but there was no one to be 
seen. A doorway was before me, I stepped out through 
it, and found myself in the open air. A multitude of 
similar adventures crowded into my mind. While I was 
looking round for my mysterious conductor, I was startled 
by a fearful crash, the earth shook under me, and a cloud 
of dust veiled eveiy object from my sight. I distin- 
giushed only a loud and confused cry ; people hastened 
from all sides to the spot ; and it was presently clear to 
me that the whole part of the building in which I had 
slept had fallen to the ground. A quarter of an hour 
later and I should have been buried in the ruins ; had not 
this singular vision led me from my chamber, I should 
have^hared the fate of my bed, which was found shattered 
to pieces under the rubbish. I hastened to quit the fatal 
place where this accident now rendered my presence un- 
necessary. Before I went, however, I made inquiries if any 
thing svpematural had ever before been remarked in the 
building, but nobody, that I could learn, had ever perceived 
any thing : I therefore carefully refrained from mentioning 
my adventure to anyone, and had myself nearly forgottenit: 
but the anxiety of my wife this evening, and subsequently, 
as she quitted the room, a certain resemblance to tha 
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warning spectre, in my mind recalled it to my recollec- 
tion.'* 

** Then I can easily believe," -said the professor, laugh- 
ing, "that you followed the fair spectre courageously 
enough, if that he the case ; she probably promised a 
more romantic adventure than the tumbling down of an 
old building." 

*' Jesting apart," replied the counsellor, " setting aside 
the supernatural, the figure would have been captivating 
enough ; — but to return to the purpose, if you persist in 
supposing the appearance to have been imaginary, the 
result only of my fancy ; how can you account for the sin- 
gular coincidence of my actual preservation by it from an 
apparently inevitable danger 1 Either it must have been 
some tutelary spirit, or a foreboding power in my own 
mind; give me, if you can, another explanation of the 
phenomenon." 

The professor sought for a third, in vain ; he mentioned 
many forced explanations, of which it was easy for the 
counsellor to show the fallacy. The dispute was still 
continued, when a distant noise in the street attracted 
the attention of the counsellor. The disturbance in- 
creased and drew nearer ; they all went to the window ; 
Ae p&trole were running backwards and forwards, the 
doors of the houses were thronged with the curious ; pre- 
sently the police officers appeared ; the Cosaks were near 
•^the Cosaks, the Cosaks, re-echoed from the streets, 
and a loud and wild ** hurrah !" instantly followed. 
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The professor's miad fan, in, an instant, tbrongh all 
the intenoodiate degrees from.incieduUty to the fullest 
conviction ; he looked tot his hat, and would -vnllingly 
have returned home, but the muhitudes that thronged the 
streets rendered it impossible. The new visitors had; in 
the mean tame, effected the objects of their casual visit ; 
after some inquiries, they withdrew in perfect order, 
leaving the town to rest again. The people, neverthe- 
less* stiU continued to roam through the streets in 
crowds ; and the couxv^Uor, who. had been repeated 
lequked during the event, was gUd he hi^ipenpd to be 
at home so opportunely. 

" Them/' aa^d he, as they were assembled together 
•gain at his house discussing the cireum^tanoe, — " there 
.we have another proof of the power of foreboding, ai^ 
one indeed which we have ezp^enoed outselves; . not 
lieaid by tradition. What vnU now beoosae of your 
imcreduUtyr 

- V I am totally vanquished," said the professor, wring* 
ing- his hands comically. "Your lady, counsellor, has 
quite converted' me : henceforth I will believe in foreF- 
bodings; ghosts, spectres, warnings, and whatever ydii 
would have me believe in." 

'* At least," said the lady, smflings '* you will have 
some respect kr the secret poWws of iny mind ; and if 
you do not wish to forget them, you will fulfil my. pro- 
phecy, which is that you will remain our guest during 
the present evening." 

VOL. I. Q 
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The ptofessor bowed acquiMoeiiee, and requested that 
he might exhibit the casket contaimiig the antiquities 
which he had been about to show to the company when 
the feats- of the counsellor's lady had deprived him of 
their society. A messenger was dispatched to his honse, 
and in a short tune retumed with it. <' Behold," said 
the antiquary, alter he had shown many rare and euripns 
^ngs, *' behold my greatest treasure t this beaUtHiil old 
vase, which, as I shall prove to you, has mostprobabfy 
been an ancient relic of a cloister, and is unqiiestionably 
of inestimable worth. The form is almost Grecian^ and 
I think nothing more beautiful, - and at the same- time 
nune simple, cwi be imagined. Unfortunately one' of 
tiie bodies is injured ; but this injury has enabled me 
to come to a most important conclusion conoeraing it. 
I believe it unique in its kind. Under the broken 
handle an inscription is yet visible^ that coincides re- 
markably with the place where this vase was fikund. It 
had been watted up in an ancient oonvent most caie- 
ftidly. This convent fonnerlypossessed many iefiQS> and 
tiiese weie discovered some yearo ago on tile destnictton 
of the pile; among them was. this vase; and its exist* 
ence was probably unknown, latterly, even tothe numfce 
themselves, for it was hid in a mchef of the wafl. Nbw 
you must know that this is neither moie nor less than an 
ancient model of the holy and oelebratfed grad* of ««r 

* The vessel out of which the last Passover was eaten. See the 
romance of Sir Lancelot du Lae for his adventures In eeareh of it* 
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Lord. You can see the ifi«ctiplk» stiU qvile l^ble : 

Air : Sbm : eta»l : 19 Jfl9 : JffS: : iid Sanctisnmum 

Graalenf, Domini Jems deliniatus Jussu Thet^wrtnii; that 
as, ladies^ in the vemacular tongue, ' modelled a^ter the 
most holy graal of ottr Lord, by the eommaad of tjpe 
Ijceasurer*' On this account it .was so caiiefuUy pi«r 
served ; and you may remark, ^ that this palpable vase- 
like form overturns the opinion of some writersi who 
have maintained that the graal was in the form of a 
patera, and it was, as ypu see, clearly of this cup-lik^ 
shape." 

The counsellor's wife had repeatedly, during this 
harangue, held her handkerchief to her mouth, but when 
it was over she burst into laughter. At la$t she ekr 
claimed, ** Pray do not henceforth accuse any one of 
credulity who believes in poH^al or spiritual fonbodr 
ings, since you are so gratuitous with your conviction^ 
and take an earthen pipkin for a monastic relic." 

** May I request you," said the profiessor, rather in- 
dignantly, ** to look at this vessel again? and when you 
take all the circumstances into consideration, you will no 
longer doubt the genuineness of it for a moment. The 
eon^tition for it at the auction was so great, that I was 
compelled to bid &ve-and-twenty louis-d'on for it." 

" I eoukl have saved you that expense," replied the 
lady, " if you had asked my advice first. If I mistake 
•ot, the potter still lives who made it for me fof a florin." 

"You jest," said the professor, peevishly. 
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: . The coon^Uor langllQd with miachievoufl joy, and le^ 
quested an explanation. . 

" It is a long history, and there is a piece of innocent 
deceit connected with it, which I aided a friend of mine 
to practise.- I have not thought about it for a long time, 
but your holy graal now recalls the whole to niy mind*. 
A friend of my mother's, who had greatly aided her in 
bringing me up, resided witii her husband, who was an 
amtman, in a retired cloister, which had been converted 
into an amthans for his abode. The country around was 
very agreeable, and I passed a good deal of time there 
with much pleasure. The only drawback to my friend's 
comfort was the very limited extent of the habitable part 
of the biulding, though it was otherwise spacious enough. 
Her husband was like some professors and counsellors of 
my acquaintance — a great admirer of antiquities and 
graals ; and found in the old convent an inexhaustible 
fund for the indulgence of his favourite pursuit. ' For 
this purpose he scru,pled not to crowd his family into the 
smallest possible space, and pro^;>ed up the tumbling 
walls with beams in every direction, because he could 
not resolve to have the oid house repaired, or a new one 
built. All our remonstrances were vain ; and finally he 
carried it so far that no domestics would remain in the 
family for fear the house should tumble down and bury 
them in its ruins. At length, to our great joy, we heard 
that a conunission was appointed, and the place was to 
be examined -, but as the amtman knew well that if an 
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intpi9cti<ni were to taJw pUoe he could not fMetent t ittw 
Imilduig beiag ordered, and he ahenld be deprived of hit 
hobby-hoise, he made a journey to the capital to protest 
against the commission lor a new edifice. My friend, 
with whom I happened to be at the time* was itysonsf^* 
able over her disaf^intment* when a secretary, am acute 
and sensible man, suggested to her, in jest, a remedy, 
which however she eagerly seized on, as it was founded 
en an event very likefy to happen, and we all agreed to 
assist her in the eiecution. This seoetary remarked, 
that the first great storm would meet pvohably blow dovni 
the house and bury many people in its ruins $ but if we 
were to remove all the props it would tumble of itself, 
which could be done by night, aftsr first taking care that 
evoybody and aU the animals were removed to a place 
of security ^ so we chose a time when the amtman was 
^Ment CQ a joum^. We had only to select clever and 
discraet people to help us ; and when it was done, we 
agreed to tell him that a gust of wind in the night had, 
we supposed, overthrown the old place, or that it had 
fallen of itself. My friend was delighted with ibia 
scheme, and we made every preparation accordingly* 
We removed all the valuable furniture, and especially 
all the cimosities of the master of the house* The mes- 
sengers, who dwelt in the ruinous part, were instructed 
in our intentions, and even helped us in our labour ; the 
uninitiated we sent out of the way on difierent pre- 
tences ', 9verf thing was ready , the props were bound 
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round with titiong ropes, which were to be pulled by 
horses to draw them suddenly from under the roof and 
walls, and we only waited for midnight; but while we 
were thus busy a coach drove up to the door, and the 
expected commissioner made his appearance. But I 
really believe you are laughing at me and my story, 
which is very uncivil : well, I will keep it to myself." 

" Quite the contrary," said the professor ; " your 
story is very interesting to us, and I beg you most 
earnestly to continue : our laughing was occasioned by 
a similar history we heard no great while ago." 

*' Oh, you must tell us that !" exclaimed the lady. 

** Afterwards," replied the professor ; ** but first per* 
mit us to hear the conclusion of your adventure." 

" You left off at the arrival of the -commissioner," 
said the counsellor* 

" Ah, true," replied his lady, smiling ; " I had more 
business to perform yet that evening. He was a young 
and handsome man — ^what was his name ? let me lecol- 
lect--oh! Ettmiiller." 

" The Herr Ettmuller I" exclaimed her husband gaily. 
" Ettmiillef a young and handsome man ! Why he vras 
a dry, withered old fellow, who died five years ago in 
his eighty-sixth year." 

" What theni" observed she, ** that must have been 
another person; this commissioner, I tell you, was a 
well-formed man about your size; and, as I recollect, 
his voice resembled yours very much ; 90 you may 
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imagine I was not a little taken with him ; — but, pro* 
feasor, you 'make me quite angiy with your laughing ; 
and you, too, are beginning again, my dear: you are 
both of you making a jest of me" 

The professor deprecated, the husband flattered, and 
both begged her to proceed with her story. 

** But then let no one laugh again !" threatened the 
feir narrator, ** else I am quite mute. Well, this hand- 
some commissioner arrived ; but he was by far too polite; 
for he prated such fine things to my friend about her 
romantic abode in the old conrent, and his own fondness 
for these fatal antiquaiiau researches, that she lost all 
hope that he would be opposed to her husband, and 
report the necessity of a new building. She therefore 
desired me to superintend the remaining preparations, 
whilst she entertained her gueat \ but I presume she was 
little edified by this antiquarian commissioner, for she 
ioon had him conducted to his room, and came to assist 
us in our arrangements for our work. But we were not 
a little frightened as we were going about the court to 
look after the workmen, who were already chopping at 
the pfopa, that they might give way the easier, to see a 
light in one of the windows of the very part of the house 
about to be precipitated ; and in the instant it occurred 
to us that the stupid servant Peter, who was ignorant of 
our intentions, had conducted the stranger into the for- 
mer 8tate-room> which was at that instant expected to 
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fsU. We instantly caUed to thft workmen to stop, and 
ordered the hones to be unfastened from the ropes;, 
but the question now was, how we ^eie to §pet the guest 
out of the tottering building without betraying all* My 
friend was so agitated by fear that she could hardly 
stand ; I do not know how, but I mustered courage 
enough to determine to call him myself* Let him con- 
jeetuve -wtzX he will, thought I, so he be once rescued. 
I accQidingly ran to his chamber, and knocked at tbe- 
do6r, and when I hea^d ban move I quickly withdrew ; 
but, as I saw nolliing of him, I knocked again ; the 
* eome in,' which he called out lustily, frightened me away 
again; I now felt the floor be^n to shake under me* 
In my tenor, I forced open the door, and was about to 
enter, when he approached me witii a light. He may, I 
dare say, have taken me in my white dress for a ghost, 
or for a nun come back again, bat I was very glad to see 
him up, and to hear him iblloW me, as I hastened beck 
again. He continued to pursue me tiU I got into a littkr 
court at some distance ; I returned by a shorter way to 
the workmen, and upon my giving them a sign that the 
stranger was in safety, the old walls with a tremendoua 
crash fell in* I took case not to be seen by him again, 
as he might have recognized me, and that would have 
betrayed our roguery ; bat I would not willingly ezperi* 
ence the anxiety of that night's adventure again." 
" And is it then really poss^e," exclaimed the ooua- 
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teUiat, cluping his wife to bis breast, " tbou didst really 
ventiire into the tottering and nearly falling building to 
become a protecting angel to &at stranger?" 

"Oh, there was nothing to wonder at," replied the 
lady ; " the danger overcame every other consideration. 
Bnt really I do not understand this— am I betrayed? 
you look at.me, my love, with such particular affection, 
and the professor there is laughing again like a wild 
man — ^what does all this mean V* 

** You shall soon know," replied the counsellor. 
" While you wc^ absent, I told the professm', for the 
sake of convincing him of the error of his incredulity, 
how once a protecting spirit had conducted me out of a 
house, which I had no sooner quitted than it fell down ; 
and now I find that this spirit was no other than that 
dear angel, who soon after began to accompany me 
through life in a corporeal fonn — ^my Antonia." . 

** How," exclaimed the lady, ** were you then that 
commissioner V* 

" £xactiy. Etimiiller, who was unwell at the time, 
commissioned me to execute that business for him." 

" Oh, this is indeed delightful,*" embracing her bus- 
band aflectionately. 

" The professor would indeed now triumph, if these 
brav6 Cosaks had not embraced your cause against his 
unbelief." , 

" You may give up my cause,'' said his wife smiling. 
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" I had vBiy good gnmnds for my fbvebodiiig zespeetiag 
Ihe visit of this night. My brother, as you know« i» 
with the Prussiaiis in the neighbourhood. He sent m», 
this morning, a letter for his wife, with a secret injimc- 
tion to deUrer it this evening to a Cosak who would ask 
for it; but if no one came I was to bum it directly. 
The address on it was, J conclude, merely to deceive. 
The Cosak was true to his commission, and had the 
letter and something to drink besides. My brodier witt 
excuse himself for making this a secret to you." 

"Bravo! admirable!'' shouted the professor; "and 
so can all visions and marvellous stories be elucidated, I 
doubt not.'' 

*' r heartily agree with youj^' said the lady, '* and can 
fulfil your eiqiectation on the spot as to your holy giaal. 
You may remember 1 1<^ you my story originJated in my 
seeing that, and now in justice I must return to it. Ihe 
amtman, my friend's husband, was quite inconsolable 
for the loss of his treasures ; for though we had preserved 
the greater part in safety, yet we had not saved all, for 
we poor ignorant folks could not a{^reciate the inestimable 
value of some of the old pottery ; but nothing grieved 
him so much as the loss of one vessel of inconceivable 
rarity ; and my friend, who waa heartily tired of his end- 
less lamentations, wrote to me to get something antique 
like it for her directly, which might banish from his raiad 
the lecollectioB of his loss. I knew not where to find 
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such a cnrionly ; and so, tbat nothing might be wanting 
on my part, I went to onv potter,, or, as he diose. to call 
ymaelf, to die master modeller, sad ozdeied, according 
to a design I gave him, a eup to look a& like an antique 
as was possible. The man was hig^ flattend by the 
commission, and must needs pat his name and title at 
length 'on the vase, which of course rendered it useless 
for my purpose; he was therefore obliged to begin it 
over again, and I failed not to enjoin him finom putting 
his name, as the vase was intended to pass for the work 
of a master who had been dead more than a thousand 
yean. Nevertheless, as I now find, he must have pro- 
mised himself immortality from his labours, as he could 
not refrain from inserting his initials at least, under the 
handle, to hand them down to posterity." 

« The devil I" cried the professor, with rather a clouded 
brow. 

" So it is," continued the lady. "* Look here, as I 
read it, your inscription proves ' Adam Stephen Graal 
did it.' " 

The counsellor burst out into a laugh, but the professor 
would not give up his graal yet. " You jest, madam ! 
Ay, ay, this is all an invention of your own. Veiy good, 
upon my word." 

" It is perfectly true, nevertheless," replied she ; 
" you .may convince yourself by my friend Graal's first 
essay, which I fntunately have preserved, and where the 
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inacription is legible at fall length. I shall be happy to 
present you. mth it as a. new curiosity for your museunu" 
A general lau^ from every one present put an end to 
the conversation ; and they all unanimously agreed neither 
to be superstitious themselves, nor to blame credulity too 
hastily in others. ■ 



a:ij'VEkti'c1[Ej; in athehs 



ADVENTURE IN ATHENS. 

My deab Panhelle»ios» 
In common with the abhoned sons of Othman, I believe 
that eveiy event is determined by an ineversible decree. 
Exiled from the country of my fathers — ^from that beloved, 
oppressed, unhappy, but still glorious Greece, " the clime 
of the unforgotten brave — ** and condemned to pass the 
few miserable days that remain to me on the face of the 
eaiih as a fugitiTe and an outlaw-^— on whose forehead 
every passer-by may discover the mark of Cain — I yet 
feel something resembling a throb or pulse of delight 
vibrate In my heart, when I call to mind, not that the 
guih of my individual crimes shall be laid to the immu' 
table oidination and prescription of fate, but that ' ' Greece 
may yet be free," and that the hour — the long-looked 
ibr hour of her renovation is at hand. Yes, by the awful 
spirits of OUT forefathers, who bled at Marathon, Salamis« 
ThexmopylsB, and Platsea, Greece shall yet raise her head 
once more among the nations ; and minds, now obscured, 
buried, and enthralled by the cruelest and most remorse* 
lesr despotism ever inflicted by the spirit of evil as a curse 
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on humanity, shall burst the fetters of their bondage, and 
come forth, like giants freshened and invigorated by long 
repose, to astonish and delight the world. The broken 
and scattered fragments of the glorious monuments of 
ancient days shall be gathered together, and barbarian 
spoilers, iconoclasts, and plunderers, shall be compelled 
to surrender the sacrilegious despoilings of the temples 
of freedom. The genius of Greece shaH, phoeniz-like, 
arise from her ashes, and the brilliant sun of liberty shine 
on those mountains, valleys, and scenes^ which patriotism 
has illustrated, and poetry immortalised. The dust and 
ashes of die almost tenantkss sepulchres shall yield forth 
the ipiriu of those whose bodies they once entombed, and 
the very stones cry for vengeance and emancipation fron 
Ae crazy but accursed despotism of the worshippers- of 
the prophet. This, if you oall it a delusive, is, at leasts 
a splendid vision, from which flows forth a halo of anti- 
eipated glory, bright enough to irradiate even a darker 
spirit than mine. Attm Te^hf ron BXKnvShl But no 
visiofl of future regeneration and renown can dispel or 
disenchant the present dreadfril reality. Greece still re* 
mains prostrate at the feet of her barbarian oppressors, 
and the blood of her best, because bravest sons, is pro- 
fusely flowing under the scimitars of a timovous, and 
therefore cruel despotism. Even my heart bleeds when 
r think of the price which must be paid for freedom. Oh t 
that I could yet strike a blow for life and death against 
the remorseless Moslems! But since that may not oe^ 
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I uk, with Uiftt tnilj noble £iigUah poet n^beae soul biitiis 
widk the divine enthuBiasm and the lofty eloquence 4^ 
mir own Plato himielff and who is a Gieek in feeling, if 
aotinooonftiy,' 

And where are they? And where art thoa. 
My country? On thy yoioetesB shore 
The -herolo lay is tancleat now. 
The heroic bosom beats no more ! 

Mast we but weep o'er days more blest ? 
Most we bvft blwh ? Onr lathers bled I 
Earth I render ba,ck from out thy breast 
A remnant of our Spartan dead ! 
Of the three hundred, grant but three. 
To make a new Thermopyln. 

What I silent still ? and silent all ? 
Ah ! no i— the voices of the dead 
Soimd like a distant tonent's fall 
And answor, " Let one living head 
But once arise — we come, we come ! 
Tis but the liTing who are dumb." 

You will doubtless recollect that I formerly prqpiised 
to giatify your yeiy proper desire to know the exact par- 
ticulars of that daring, desperate, and successful act of 
vengeance, which marked me out for destruction from the 
Othman government, and which excited, as the Franks 
say, 80 great a sensation throughout the whole of Greece. 
I am the more anxious to redeem this pledge, and to put 
you in possession of eveiy circumstance connected with 
the bold, and perilous deed now alluded to ; as the emr 
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plojment of writing, by controlfing my asMciatibu, «d4 
diverting the morbid cnnent of my thoughts, may preirest 
my restless spirit from absolute annihilation, by perpetual 
commerce with its own gloomy and desponding imagina- 
tions, and, at the same time, enable me to correct some 
false impressions, which I have reason to know you have 
received of the events of tiiat fearful hour which sealed 
the fate of the accursed Disdar Aga of Athens. 

You already know that I had been only a short time 
returned from Constantinople, whither I had been secretly 
dispatched on a mission of such importance, that even 
to you, Panhellenios, whose mind is spotless as the snow 
on Pindus or Ida, I dare not reveal its nature or object 
— some bickering took place between myself and the Voi- 
▼ode, concerning a fine Arab courser, which he had caused 
his people to remove from my stables, for his own use, 
and without leave either asked or given. Furious at being 
robbed, by the hoaiy ruffian, of my favourite steed, I 
met my enemy one day on the banks of the Ilissos, and 
hard by the Enneakrounos. He was a man of small 
stature, feeble, cowardly, treacherous, and, from excessive 
sensuality, as hysterical and nervous as a French woman. 
He looked as if he would sooner have encountered Fblis 
himself, and had Azrael appeared before him with the fatal 
dart from " his deadly quiver," he could not have been 
seised with greater trembling and terror. He knew my 
histoiy well enough to be convinced that he had done 
wrong to incense me. I upbraided the miserable craten 
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wHh the act of baie-figtoed sobbeiy, and, ia die mcaJiettlat* 
ing passion Y>f the memant, thieat^edto pludi him by the 
beard, the most me^Mabte umqH Aat can be offered to a 
Moslem. fiBsdarkeyeloweradwithadreadftdexpfeidon 
of hatred and meditated levenge— he mustered up coinage 
enongh to set his teedi together, and aqneexe out (he 
woidsy d^. Giaour, Cheek, when observing my hand on 
that Damascus blade (the gift of AH F^tfha, bestowed in 
the field of battle) which had never failed me at my need, 
and which, tospeak the trudi, was nostianger to Modem 
blood, he instantly put j^rars to his hone and scampered 
off. Forgiveness is no Turkish infirmity. Though he 
was too covrardly to attempt public, I knew he would 
seek secret revenge, and took precautions eztraordinaiy 
to defeat the purposes of his malignity. I dismtssed my 
servants, some of whem were Amabots, and not to be 
trusted. I boaided myself in the monasteiy of St. Spirit 
dion, the papas Urban being an ancient friend of my 
fiunily. I never went abroad unless doubly aimed, and 
carefully avoided a meeting with the Voivode vAkesk at- 
tended, as was almost always ihe case. Signor Logotheti 
the Englidi consul, and an Englishman of the name of 
Tweddell, to whom I had rendered some services, and 
whose frank, generous, and manly characterer I admired 
and loved, were, at first, the onty persons I ventured to 
entnurt with the secret of my retreat. Devoted to books 
and study, and occasionally cheered by the society of 
tiiose t#o friends, embalmed as they are in my heart of 
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hearts, time passed away, not merely tolerably, but plea* 
sasitly. My suspeions began in time torelax^ and I re- 
proadied myself for taking- such, prudent measores of de^ 
fence against the dreaded machinationaof the hoary, but 
dastardly oppressor, who now lived in terror of the 
iababxtaats of the city and villages within his jurisdMtioB) 
lest they should forward to the Porte a joint representation 
against his rapacity, cruelty, and injustice* Such repre^ 
< sfentations are never overlooked or cast aside. The Porte 
listens mill ^tleasure to accusations preferred a^painst its 
old aad opuknt^servaiits. This affords the much longed- 
for opportunity of .squeezing out of the inferior horse^ 
leedies. of despotism the marrow they had sucked from 
the-nitals of a suffering people. The Voivode knew this* 
and . was now anxious, if possible, by forbearance, and 
some chunky acts intended to be popular, to appease the 
jUdt resentment of the Athenians, and to avert the storm 
that was ready to burst on his guilty head. 

Reflecting on these ciroumstances, and being naturally 
a stranger to fear, I soon began to discontinue the mea* 
sures of precaution which I had been persuaded to adopt, 
and to sally forth to perambulate the ci^ and the adjacent 
country, in my usual reckless fashion* In the meantime, 
nothing occurred to re-awaken my former suspicions. I 
had travelled as far as Misitra, Thebes, Corinth ; had 
been to u£gina> and several of the islands ; and had even 
ventured to ascend Pentelicon, to search for antique 
vestiges in its celebrated marble quarries. £mb<ddened 
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by impunity, and by a comriition that the critical potttion 
of the Voivode himself must compel him to smother and 
digest his revenge as he best m^ht, I, one day, had the 
temerity to enter the Acrop6lis, in order once more to give 
my eyes a holiday with the s^t of the remains of &at 
unrivalled edifice, which has been the admiration of all 
past ages, and but for an-English barbarian*, might have 
remained tolerably entire, to excite the admiration and 
wonder of many ages to come. But I had scarcely 
crossed the gate of the gairison* and given the drowsy 
smokers, nicknamed sentinels, their accustomed number 
of paras, when I observed the Voivode and the Disdar in 
earnest conversation. The ejres of both were quickly 
turned, with no friendly exjwession, towavda tiie intruder. 
Delight appeared to shed gleams of light over (be sombre 
physiognomy of the Voivode, who could hahlly conoesd 
his joy, that his mortal foe had at last run his head into 
the toils. I felt that I had gone to beard the lion^ in his 
lair. To retreat was difficult, if not impossible, 'to say 
nothing of its disgiaoe : to remain, was to submit mysdf 
to the mercy of a couple of ruffians, to one of vrhom I had 
o&red an inexpiable insult. A^tated by the contending 
pfl«sift»» of pride, revenge, and defiance, I remained for 
a few seconds motionless, perfectly unable to determine 
what line of conduct I ou^t to adopt and pursue. There 
viraa little time for hesitation. I had formerly known the 

* " Quod n^fietrwU Goti, koe/eceruni 8eoti" 
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Disdar^ in an inferior capacity* and had oftener than onee 
fought in battle by his fiide. It oecurped to me at the 
moment, tiiat I would accost my former oompanion in 
aims. I did so. He seemed confused, and cast on me 
a £rown of withering hatred and utter abhorrence ; a 
scowl of sndi black and demoniacal ezpresuon, that, 
although I were destined, lilte " the fabled Hebrew wan- 
derer," to endure a peripatetic immortality, I should never 
be able to obliterate the picture so indelibly graven on my 
memoiy and imagination. £«ie I had time to collect my 
ideas, somewhat disturbed by my critical situation, and 
the certainly that the Diadar Aga, from whom I expected 
eivility, if not justice / had made common cause with my 
enemy, a ruffian-looking Turk, of Herculean limbs and 
gigantic stature, seized me by the left arm with a grasp 
of iron, and hurried me, as I at' first believed, towards 
the gate. As you have often told me you were never in 
the Acropolis (to uaa^), it may be proper to mention, 
tiiat, in going from the town to the garrison, the first gate 
is at die foot of the rock facing neitfly north-east ; thati 
having turned to the north -west angle of the citadel, you 
approach a second gate to the right, facing the Piranis; 
opposite which is a third gate, which is the entrance of 
the Acropolis. At the second gate, which is less than 
thirty yards from the first, sits (he guard, cross-legged, 
smokmg and sleeping alternately, and manifesting an in- 
difierence to all human affairs, which no cynical philoso- 
pher ever equalled, far less surpassed. For a few seconds 
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I yielded to the iron gripe of the lumbering Goth, who 
had 80 promptly obeyed the signal of hia commander, and 
followed him without &e least efibrt of resistance, till I 
found him directing his course, not to the last of the three 
gates I have described, and which was now the fint in 
making our exit, but to the northern angle of l&e rampart, 
where it is built on the extreme edge of the precipice, and 
the peipendicular height of which, independently of that 
of the rampart, is neariy two hundred feet. It wasob- 
▼ions he meant to hurt me headlong from &e projecting 
ledge of the rock. I was Aot yet weaiy of life, and de- 
tennined to make a desperate effort to escape destruction. 
The lumbering Vandal, who was now dragging me to this, 
worse than Taipeian death, had neglected to take from 
me my dagger, which I now grasped with all the force 
and fury which the fear.of death and the thirst for revenge 
could inspire. Need I add, that, with one unerring blow, 
I drove my steel to his heart. The shnck was so sudden, 
that no precautions had been taken to secure the gate, to 
which I now bounded off with the speed of lightning, 
before the drowsy animal of an old Turk, who stood there, 
could take any measures to intercept my flight. The 
Disdar uid Voivode both* fired their pistols after me, but 
with no better fortune, although the report of the fire-arms 
roused the guard at the middle gate, which they were in 
the very act of shutting as I approached, foaming like a 
fririous war-horse, and threatening instant death to every 
one that opposed my exit. The guards believing me mad. 
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(the Tmkg have a supersdtkms leveianoe for insane, and 
fatuous persons* to whom they ascribe certain supematu* 
lal endowments, and, among others, the power of seeing 
into futarit[r), instantly opened the gate, calling on AJlal) 
to protect them against tibe evil ^piiit by which they 
believed me possessed. My heart lec^ped with delig^ 
when I found myself fairly beyond this barrier, which, at 
one. moment, seemed to me as impassable as the gulf 
between the rich man in hell and the glorified mendiea«t 
in the Patriaich's bosom* It is true, that popping shota 
were fired at me, from all parts of the rampart where X 
was visiblein my fii^t ; but these I despised, scorning to 
accelerate my pace, as I Juew there were no sentinels at 
the city gate ; and as I finnly beUeved, as every soldier 
who has been long familiar with dasiger and death must 
do, that^very bullet has its biUet> 



** Esesped fr»m shot* niriiann'd by itesl. 
Or scarcely grazed its force to feel/' 



I was now congratulating myself, that the deep and 
murderous vengeance of the Voivode had, by the ascend^ 
ant of my happy stars, been rendered abortive ; when a 
shot, fired by some viewless hand, with too sure an ainsf^ 
viras received by me in my left arm, by which it was 
broken below the elbow joint ; and I, who had thus far 
eluded the fury of my enemies, rendered incapable of 
further flight or resistance, from the violent pain of the 
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wmaA, vnd thd mMt ^aad pual^fBiigfeelhig wliidi in an 
mstent thrilled tfannigh my wfaok frame, leducing me tb 
tbat nervonu and fainting state, in which young maidens 
generally fall whisn a vein is hraathed for the first time 
by their £unily chimrgeoB. At that dreadful moment, 
compaied to the sufferings of which the bitterness of death 
must be a jest — at that critica], all-important moment, 
your matchless bmther, the feithfiil, long-tried Spiriifion, 
happened to pass, and without tarrying, 9d a man of a 
fulgar mind would have done, to interrogatemeas to the 
cause of my present hapless plight, %e seized me by the 
unwounded arm, put his own ann round my waist, and 
hurried me off in a state approaching to insensibifity, 
befiBre the somnok&t ruffians in the garrison had been 
abb to ascertain in what dinfetion I had been carried. 

My wound was seteie, hat not dangerous ; and though 
it kept me confined many weeks, a good constitution, and 
excellent surgical sid, soon resfdred to me the use of the 
injured lonb. I remained concealed, as on the former 
ooeaaion, in the monastery. In the course of this dread- 
ful interval, (dreadful to one who had led a restless, and 
sometimes, as chance decided, a robber's, or a pbate's 
life), my mind, thrown back on its own resources, yet 
possessing a most unquenchable cravmg for variety of 
scene and novelty of indulgence, became fierce, irritable, 
morbid, and, like a besieged garrison, which, deprived 
of all foreign supplies, and compelled to subsist on what 
it had stored up within itsdif, must soon either be reUerred 



182 ADVElfTURE IKATHSKS* 

from the b^leagneniig force, or sunebder to the enemy at 
dtsGietion. Activity and freedom would have dispelled 
the gloomy thoughts which were now the daily inmates 
of my bosom, and turned aside, my distempered fancy 
from incessantly brooding over schemes of revenge. And 
here I may confess to you a part of my cre^, altiiovqgh I 
fan aware you will condemn it. I hold it generous, manly» 
|K»ble, to forgive an Injury ; but mean, cowardly, and 
despicable, to permit an insult premeditated to pass un- 
revenged. This is the law of nature, which implanted in 
man the stormy passions of resentment and revenge, that 
/for might constrain those who have taught their minds 
to contemn the dictates of truth and justice. .3tonns oc« 
cur.,both in the natural and moral world, and accomplish 
an important and beneficent purpose in b<^. My mind 
was, therefore, made up to seek for vengeance, although 
I should follow it to the ends of the eaxth ; and I said to 
myself, ' ' Let me but see the blood of this accursed Disdar 
spring after the blow of my trusty hapdjar, . and I shall 
die hapiner than a grand :mufti, assured of a place in the 
Prophet's paradise, and of having his choice of diosa 
black-eyed maidens fabled to bless the arms of the true 
believers.'' There is an unspeakable pleasure in gratified 
revenge, which men of weak and. wavering minds can 
never ta^te or know. They suffer the gnawing of the 
craving appetite, but fee} not the intense and unspeakable, 
but tempestuous delight, that results from a reckless and 
desperate deed, promoted by an insult expiable only by 
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blood. The minds of such men are incapable of that . 
intuitive decision — that sudden apnog from purpose to 
action-^^hich suffers not the enthusiasm and exaltation 
of passion to slide into the meanness of calculation, nor 
the proud, but darii resolution of an energetic spirit, to be 
evaporated by those misgivings, scrojdes, and fears, which,- 
while they lessen not the atrocity, detract from the dig- 
nity of crime. But this is not all, nor the worst. Fear, 
and its ooaaequence indecision, invariably compromifle the 
safety .of him whom they enslave. He reluctantly obeys 
his passion — acts with hesitation and remorse struggling 
for the victory— lingers — allows the moment of action to 
elude him — attempts what, though practicable an instant 
before, is now impossible ; and, ((t his failure, is branded 
with all the guilt, and more than all the execration heaped 
on the more daring and successful perpetrators of crimen 
Thenuean, crouching, trembling villain, is despised — and 
hanged : the Cftsars, Richards, and Napoleons, are ap- 
plauded — admired — and crowned. My character had no 
such iniinnity as this. By experience I had learned 
that danger lessens as you approach — augments as you 
recede from it. The most desperate actions are always 
the most successful. How many hundred battles have 
been won by acts of fortunate uneidculating temerity, 
which, if but so much as hinted at in the cool hour of 
counsel and deliberation. Would have been repulsed as 
monttious and impossible ! Actuated by such sentiments, 
ny xmeation was ever on the rack to devise some means 
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, by which I might destroy my enemy. But I tortured my 
mind to no puipose. The prudent Disdar, knowing well 
he waft obnoxiouB to the people, never ventured abroad 
nnless well aimed and well attended ; never, in his rides, 
took any bye-roads or unfrequented paAs ; never afforded 
me a chance of sending a ball on a message of affection 
to his heart. What was I to do ? The Disdar A^ had 
his spies eveiy where. To seek the aid of others was 
therefore to endanger my own life* without accelerating 
the puipose for whkh I exposed it. In tlus state I spent 
many weeks ; and no tongue can tell'-no fency can pic- 
ture the agony I endured in that brief interval. I have 
been in almost every situation of peril in which a human 
being can be placed-^ robber — a pimte — a-Shfve-^the 
master of slaves — a common soldier — an offiofer^yf-rank — 
a renegade, traitor, and deserter ; — ^I have be^nf in a 
Turkish prison, and in k Sicilian pest-house ;— I have 
been condemned to death, and have made my escape not 
an hou^before impalem^t ;-^I have suffered eveiy ez> 
treme of heat and cold, 6f hunger and thirst, of dis^uw 
and misery, and have been turned out on the naked hill- 
side, without food, money, clothes, arms,- or shelter;— 
I have known the remorse of shedding blood ; — ^I was 
destined to witness my wife and cluldrefl bhitedr in an 
instant, by the breath of the destroying angel, blowing 
pestilence and death "from his shrivellM lips ;"-^pfompt- 
ed by the raging madness of a jealousy artfblly feaned to 
fury, I jdunged my handjar into the MthAil iMsom ol one 
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who Ipved well but not wiiely-Hi deed that still ** ireigbs 
heavily against n^ aeul ;" — \ hare done and suiiered all 
this and moie — but the whole suffiBraigsjof mj past goilty 
H£b, though conoenttated into one moment of agonj» 
wouU have been as nothing to the bvnung and consvming 
suspense of that honid interval, dorii^ which my throat 
somelimes burned with a ragii^ thirst, like that of Bel- 
soni, when aU but saffocated with the volatile dust of 
the fragmented mummies in the cavities of the pyramid* 
Best had forsaken my eyes-— my blood was converted to 
a thin semitran^Nuent fluid— an unnatural heat had dried 
and parched my whole body*r-<4ny skin became shrivelled 
and wraoUed like -iSsh. dried ixi the s^n — ^and death itself 
if my purpose had been fui^Ued, would have been hailed 
as a sovereign balm. for an immedicable .wound. The 
miseries of the damned in hell cannot surpass what I then 
enduied ! < 

Fortune, which dehghtd to smile on daring deeds, at 
' length brought a circumstance to my knowlec^ n^iich 
gave me the entire option of exmuring the ruin and de- 
struction of my enemy, without encountering the smallest 
personal hazaid-H>r, of avenging my own and others' 
wrongs, . by becoming myself the mimstor at once of ven* 
geanoe and death. The drenmstanoe was no less singular 
than unexpected. 

Yon are aheady aware, my dear Panhellenios, that, 
during my convalescence, nobody was entrusted with the 
secret of iny fetseaf eioept your inimitahlft brother, the 
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Englishman Tweddeli, and SigniorForeBti, die rich CorfiB 
merchant. The residence of this last individual was im- 
mediateljr contiguous to the monastery where I had so 
often found a home s»id shelter, and access might be had 
to it without crossing the street. Foresti had heard of my 
ndraeulous escape from the benevolent papas Urban, the 
chief of thei monastery of St. Spiridion, and interested 
himself ardently in my behalf. Like myself, he cherished 
an inextinguishable hatred to the oppressors of Greece. 
Like me, he had suffered both from their cruelty and ra- 
pacity. We were soon acquainted) and I became his 
almost daily guest. At his hospitable mansion we passed 
the time in general and improving conversation, or in re- 
counting and deploring the wrongs of our common country. 
Foresti was a man of a cultivated mind — like many of his 
countrymen, had received his education at ihe Univernty 
of Pisa — ^had travelled much — UoXkSv 9* caQ^iiww Hn 
&ma MM mm iym — had profited greatly by the promiscuous 
interoourse of a commercial life, ii^ioh, more than any 
thing else, is calculated to liberalize the mind, and to 
make a man a citizen of the world, without impairing his 
attachment to his native soil — ^and, above all, he had im- 
bibed an ardent and irrepressible love of freedom, accom- 
panied -mlh a generous longing for the resurrection and 
regeneration of Greece. For his manly and eiqpanded 
views on the subject of rational liberty he had been, in a 
great measure, indebted to his ^nnection with a brandi 
of an Engliibmercantile house- established at Coifo, soon 
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aller the reptAdic of the aerea loaiaii Islands had, m a 
fortaoate hour for itself, hem placed under (be protection 
of Great 39ritain. I, also, had seen a little of die world ; 
hot my experience had been gathesed in a quarter very 
difierant from that of Foiesti's — among robbers, pirates, 
and 0Qtlaw8,-Hnen ^Hio subsisted by violating those laws 
which other people rereie and observe, and vtho o<m- 
temned tiie spoils of our enemy unless putchased at the 
ei^iense of life or Mood. Daring and desperate as maigr 
of my adventnies had been, however, I communicated 
them, without reserve, to this generous and enlightened 
islander, who did not deem the worse of me for having 
in my time sent some few odd Osmanlees to paradise a 
little to soon. But Foresti was not the only person inter- 
ested in my ^' hair-breadth escapes," and my adventures 
by flood and field. He had a daughter, an only child, 
who was a constant, silent, but deeply-interested listener 
to our conversations. This gaielle-eyed daughter of the 
easil to a sylph-like and aetherial lightness, and grace of 
form and contour, united a mind, quick, powerful, pene 
trating, and a spirit of flame, that must either find an 
object on which to lavish its ardent afifections, or perish 
eelf-absorbed and self-consumedt The youthful Zoe had 
all the unsophisticated bashfitlness of nature, without 
that artificial, factitious, and repulsive coldness and 
inanimateness, which the forms of more polished society 
bestow, and which act like a species of moral mildew on 
the spontaneous impulses of the heart and the affections. 

82 
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ShiB mixed eaaSy in tiie aodely of her father's houe, 
without appearing to imagine tiiat Ae was even a nmt in 
the som total of his establishment, or .that any human 
being woold waste a second thought on so insignificant 
a creature as herself. In shot, like a woaderfol creation 
of the Rhodian's diisel, she seemed to be " compounded 
of eveiy creature's best." On theiheart of this chSd of 
nature I flattered m3faelf that I had nyade an indelible 
impression. Often did I obaerre her eyes glistening with 
tears, more precious in my sight than all the gems of 
Istakhar, when her fother caused - me, again and again, 
to relate the particulars ef my escape from the dungeons 
of Djexax, Pasha of Acre. On these occasions glances 
were eichanged between us which spoke unutterable 
things. We loved : she opened to me her whole heart ; 
and the affection of this innocent girl served to soothe 
even my boisterous and perturbed spirit.^ From the 
daughter of Foresti I learned the fatal secret that sent 
the Disdar to — ^heaven ! * 

A Tuik, an officer of artilleiy, had married a Greek 
lady, distantly related to the family of Foresti. This 
Turk, infinitely more poKshed and humanized than the 
sons of Othman in general are, was believed to be a 
renegado Englishman*- whom some misfortune or crime 
had driven from his own happy country, and compelled 
to assume the turban, profess Islamism, and submit to 
that horrid rite of initiation indispensable to the cha- 
racter of a Moslemin. In his character, coldness, eau- 
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tion, and distrast, were strangely nuxed up with gfeat 
shrewdness, intelligence, observation, and knowledge of 
the world. Though he -had made the usual' pilgrimage 
to Mecca, and had acquired, in consequence, the title of 
Hadgee, he was regarded hy the more rigid and orthodot 
Morienis as no better than a Giaour in his heart. But 
he was an officer of high deputation for skill and bravery ; 
and, on ^ree different occasions, his knowledge and ex- 
perience had tamed the tide of battle at the -flow, and 
rendered the crescent triumphant. At the same time, it 
was well known that he abhoried the Disdar — and his 
wife, for a reason of her own, participated largely in^ the 
same feeling. In the confidence of unsuspecting friend- 
ship, the latter communicated to Zbe what I am now 
about to relate. 

It is well known, that at certain stated hourft the jea< 
lousy of Turkish husbands is so' far relaxed as to permit 
their wives to take the amusement of the bath, where, 
accoMingly , th^ often assemble in considerable numbers 
at a time — ^talk over the topics of scandal, in which 
women invariably indulge when secure against eaves- 
dropping and interniption~-4nd while away their time in 
a manner which, to such prisdnen as they are, pos- 
sesses the highest possible attractions. The bath is, in 
fact, die Turkish ladiesf coffee-house, whiter they repair, 
as soon as. they obtain permission, with incredible eager-^ 
ness and delight I need not add, that while the ladies 
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remain the bath is iaacceMibletothe other aex ; and «iiy 
attempt to awaken the jealouay of -Torldsh hvabandgy by 
intnuions into the sacred placet would entail on the of** 
fiander ^ promptest and the most summaiy vengeance* 
In an unfortunate moment for himself, the Disdar Aga--^ 
a profligate man in regard to women^—listened to the 
suggestions of his evil genins personified as the dftmon 
of ctiriositf } bribed Harovn the emrach, who gnaided 
fhe door of the bagnio dnring the time the ladies re* 
mained ; secreted himself in a dark comer of the apart« 
menty feasting his unhallowed and lecherous eyes, like 
anodier Aeteon, on the loriudden charms of many of the 
" fair of Oieeoe ;" and at last escaped, unpeiceived by 
all except the friend of Zoe, who, alarmed for the con- 
sequences, though indignant at the insult, had hitherte 
revealed the fatal secret only to this ioezperieneed girl, 
who again, in a moment of unsuspecting fondness, dis- 
cloBcd it to the only man on ear& who would have re« 
uounced the empire of the world to possess the power 
ever the destiny of the Pisdar, which such a secret gob« 
fisrred* At the same time I must admit, that I was at 
first a little doubtful of the truth of the story. It wae 
di£b:ult to believe that a mere distempered curiosity 
could have led him to commit an act of such hasard and 
temerity, as, had he been discovered, would have caused 
him to be hacked to pieoes by the sabres of the jealpae 
and inftiriated husbands. 
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Zoe had been just nnging to me, with iaimitaible 
pathos, simpUcitjrt and effect, the immortal lines of 
Kaltistratos, 'Ev fw^rw. kketii ro (it^ fp9(hermf k. t. X.>— 
words which no Greek can hear without feeling; unittter* 
able emotions and deep breathings of spirit/ which seem- 
to speak to him with an authority derived from hearen- 
itself, confirming his anticipations; of the fiitare deliver* 
anoe, freedom, greatness, and renown, of his now 8ubjn« 
gated, but still interesting country. Tyrannicide, aai&t 
from being a crime, I reckon the grand climax of patri- 
otic virtue. Is there even a Hyperborean heart that 
does not leap to the words, 

*Iya 9rf^ tto^ivjoi; Ap^tXXii;;, 
Tvh\hjf TS ^a^lv ^tofxnHa ; 

or that refuses to join in the simple but sublime declara- 
tion of this poet of freedom, am* a-^v jtXio; ia-avrMtuvrt 
eUav ? But I am wandering from my subject. I left the. 
lovely daughter of Foresti when her lay was ended, and 
instantly repaired to Haroun the eunuch^, whose life I 
had once, in Constantan(4>le, saved from the bowstring 
by my interference, and from whom I reckoned myself, 
certain of ascertaining the truth. Fi3Dmpt and rapid in 
all my doings, I no soone; found the wily spado than I. 
taxed him with his treason. Nothing abashed by this 
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aceuMtion, he answend me ood and aelf-pow cMo d ; 
denied tiie stoiy with « finniieBs and modesty that Umost 
ftaggened me^ aaid appealed to my own understanding; 
if J thought him such a blockhead as to put hie neek a 
aecond time in peiil. Still I ivas net to be turned at 
fault by all his artifice and conning ; I eyed hkn with 
intense and foiioos cnrionty ; and observed that, with tJA 
his eiperience in deception, and with all his sdf-com- 
mand, a momentaiy hectic flitted over his chamel-vauk 
countenance, like a light cloud over the moon, while hia 
]ri)elliou8 nether lip gave two or three convulsive shivers. 
Ha ! thought I, so I am to be outdone and deceived by 
this miserable emasculated slave 1 " Look you here, 
Haroun," said I ; "do you know this yatag^n 7 I am 
a man of few words. Tell me the truth, and you are 
safe— -l^tate a minute longer and you are food for 
worms. Answer me, slave ! Has the Disdar Aga ever, 
by your treachery, penetrfUed into the bath V Fear of 
instant death firom my hand, or, what vrould have been 
die same thing to him, of my revealing his unpardonable 
treachexy, wrung from him a relnctaBt confession, tbat 

IN AN HOV» AWTMR TBB niSDAE WOVLU U AGAIN IN 
BIS CONCXALMBNT IN TBB BAONIO. Not a SCCOnd WBS 

to be lost. We arranged our plans on the instant I 
was to return to the monasteiy for my arms, and to order 
my servant, with three horses, immediately to leave the 
atj ; and, taking die road to JEgina, to wait for us ne«r 
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the rains of Eitneaiaoiinot. Haioim» who had aJlcftdy 
gone too far to think of any thing bat conmlting hu 
safety by a precipitato flight, preceded by a FlieAeh 
leave ; aaid who, nnlihe ike generality ctf his bnthren of 
the third sex, was brave, and had oftener than onoe been 
shown the eye of an enemy in the field, agreed to pro^ 
vide himself with t#o braces of pistols, two daggero, 
and a sword, and the moment I entered the bcignio to 
tepmr to the place of rendesroiis, and diere wait my 
airival. 

I retomed to my apeitments in the monastery wil^ a 
bounding, elastic step, revenge having inspSred additional 
vigour, and the tide of life a^aring to flow with greater 
iiillness and alacri^ as I was on the eve of accomplish^ 
ing what I had long meditoted and wiriiisd for. In a 
minute I was aimed, and had seized on a purse er twb 
of zechins and piastres. I paced the room in a state 
bordering on firenzy, yet, strange as it marf-s4em, in full 
p osse ss i on <^ all my feenkies. I thought the 'hour would 
last for ever. A hun^Ml times at least did I look to flift 
watch which ike chief of the Anaoot robbers took fksom 
the murdered Frank, and afterwards presented to me, ais 
my deadly aim had laid'faim low. Still, extreme caution 
was necessary. I must not anticipate the Disdar. Should 
be discoverme on the street in my way to ^e bath, my 
destruction would be matter of ma^matical certeinty ; 
xad, what was worse, my plan' of vengeance rendered 
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aboitive. The temUy taxdy hour must therefore be suf- 
£tae^ tb...elapse before I even moved iicm my apartment. 
;At this .moment some one knocked, with unusual vio- 
leoc^ at the gate. My heart bounded to my throat as 
•I cumed my evUs stars, that had sent this unseasonable 
interiMplion to neutralise ^e thunderbolt which fate had 
£(«rged.for me to hurl at the head of my enemy. As my 
'truflity Albanian servant had been sent off with the horses, 
fund. &3. the good papas had gone out, I repaired cau- 
tiously to the wicket, and asked, in a feigned voice, who 
JImocked? when the low but significant whisper of Ha- 
TQunt informed me that the Disdar's hour was come, and 
that all.ivas leady. Who shall describe the stormy and 
conflicting sensatioDS of tiiat *' crowded hour of glorious 
life!'* ..To live it over again I would almost encounter 
.the peril of endless misery. I wrapt myself in my daric 
Hainiote^cloak-T— moved along the stzeets, as I believed, 
.unob$erve(W^afl directed by Haroun, in three words, to 
the cspncealmait of the Disdar — and, in a minute and a 
hi|lf> ^s at the entrance of the bath. My own fate, as 
.weU.8;» that of my enemy, trembled on the butterfly 
.wing of every moment. I entered softly the cavern of 
jdeath-^^fastened the doors behind me— and glided n^idly 
^.:th#».sppt whence the Disdar .Agd was destined never to 
fi^^ii. It was da^k, and he did not recogitise me. 
/' Hapoun !" said he, ''be careful) or we are undone." 
" Remorseless fiend!" cried I, in a suppressed voice. 
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you are now in my power I — ^take that f — and that f— 
and that!" striking him three violent blows widi my 
^gg<er> which, however, were not instantly fatal. We 
closed, and a deadly and desperate stmggle ensued, 
which lasted for a few minutes. At last, after repeated 
efihrts, I disengaged my right aim liom his gra^, and 
repeated 'my bbws with such decisive elieet, that he 
uttered a loud, long, deep groan— and expired ! 

The ladies in the bath, after the fashion of women, 
were making so great a noise, and talking so loudly, 
that our previoos straggle had passed unobserved. But 
the tttrible groan, or rather yell, which stiU rings in my 
eaia when I think of the transaction, and with which 
the Disdar surrendered his guilty and atrocious sjnrit, 
made " the vaulted roofii rebound" witii its horrid, un- 
eai^ly emphasis. A loud and long-continued scream- 
ing and shrieking now arose on all sides. I sprung to- 
wards the door, but, in the ooninsion, lost my way, and 
wandered among the pUlais and compartments of tiie 
bath. The ladies, forgetful of their being as was mother 
five before die fell, clustered round me in their helpless- 
ness and terror, and several fieunted away at my feet, 
when I motioned them to silence vrith my dagger, still 
streaming vrith tiie Disdar's blood. Let him who can 
ittagiae the agony of this moment of unspeakable horro^.' 
In vain I tried to reach the entrance. My brain was all 
in a vrlurl, and the sound of Toioes vrithont now added,- 
if any thing could fdd, to the dangers that eveiy instant 
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thktoied amimA tte. I seind « tiembluig ftir .onui 
dM gnaH> o^ > d9mM^ M)d ]»nkndishNig tke radcing and 
cnmsQued dogigper, cdBMimaded hisr, as thd deswed to 
(Btcafi»imtn€4wilB d«ftroction«. to manhal nua to tlie «i* 
tmace ^ this iafemal piuoo* She only stand at m* 
vildlyy and stood faiciaaM to the spot, witkoat-the 
ftmvf of utteHng a sitigle word* X tried to aoodu her, 
but to nopurpow. $he could not have. luoFed liad tbe 
badfc heea, in flames ; and her tenor and swDpiiae ap- 
peased to baf e paiaJgpaed the organs of speech. I ad- 
dfJBssed myielf tp anotiiep-'HiQd a tliiid»-*-4isiired them 
I came to punish their enemy as well as m^ own,>-> 
painted. to the dead bodyof; the Diodar— all to no pur* 
pose ! Wild, with fury and despair* I rushed forwacd.aa 
chanqe directed— and— ^ God !-^I found myself aA thn 
entrance, now^ besi^d 1^ a crowd of peof^, chie^y 
Giieeks, residing in the neighbouihood of the bath, bsoA 
attnoted thitfmr by the frantic screams of the women in 
their terror,. — ^I bunt the door open— rushed forth-^ 
ftumbled against the VoiYode* who had that inatant 
made his ^ppeamnco' follffd him to the earth with the 
bunch of maw^ k^ys which I still held in my oghft 
Imnd — cast them from me dnew my yataghan*-^and» 
1^ sword in one hand, and dfigger in the other* lonsed 
9iy way through the crowdi which, believing me dsemon* 
or spuKt of daikness, let loose from hell* on- some daik 
deed of carnage, opened to aUpp me to paas— sufferad 
mn to escape uQnolested--r*«Ddi appfamL.to be 
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by ike smMen and hoitifie a^yparlti^t ftom the b^fiiio. 
I availed mywlf of tkife mtural panio-^ntered ike gar- 
dm of a fiiend, d which I had pravioaahf giot the key^^ 
leaped the wall — ^reached the citygate^omedttiytrasty- 
Albanian and the tiettblittg Hanwn — made my way to 
^gina m tafety-HBad) in a little time thereafter, sailed 
ia a pirate's decked boat Im Saifta Maura, where I 
resided for some time under a feigned name, and in 
complete seclusion (rem the world, till the noise of my 
Advent DRB in Athens, which had been bruited through 
all the islands, had in some degree subsided. 

The fury of the Turks, which at first knew no bounds, 
was considerably allayed, when, after an interval of two 
days, the body of the Disdar was found in the bagnio. 
It was then apparent that I had entered, not for the pur- 
pose of offering an outrage to female modesty, but to 
punish a gratuitous and implacable foe. Even the Turks 
themselves would have cut him in pieces had they come 
to the knowledge of the truth. Besides, he was hated 
for his inhumanity, rapacity, and brutality, even by his 
own countrymen : — they were not sorry that an insulted 
and infuriated Greek had delivered them from a tyrant ; 
and afterwards, when the affair was mentioned, they 
only siaid, " Allah kierimT' " God is great!" Two 
years after this affair a reconciliation was proposed by 
some of the principal Turks resident in Athens; and 
although I of course declared my perfect willingness to 
meet them half way in this good work, and the delight 
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it- would aiibrd me to iMuy the past in obltrioii, I lutve 
deemed it prodent never again to tnist my life to the 
gxacioas assurances of these reconciled and tot^nng 
children of Othman. 

My deazest Panhellenios, 

Vfontum vfMit uarri X£^ 
ZT£«AN02 ^ASAFUITHX, 'aO^MUpc. 



THE MYSTERIOUS GUESTS. 

Abovt nzty yean ago» two Englighmen ooe day arrived 
at Calais in the Dover packet. They did not take up 
their qnarten at thefaotel'of Mons^ Detsein^ on whom 
the author -of the Sentimentid Journey bestowed soeh 
oeleMty, but went to an obscure inn kept by a man of 
the name of Du Long* They desiied to have his best 
apartments^ spent a great deal of money, relished the 
produce of his wretched kitchen, and thought his adulte- 
rated wine perfectly genuine. From day to day Du Long 
supposed they would continue their journey, and proceed 
to the capital ; for that they had come merely to see 
Calais was an idea too absurd, to enter any body's head. 
But so £sr from continuing their journey, and proceeding 
to the capital, they did not even inspect what was worth 
seeiiig at Calais ; for, except going out now and then to* 
shoot snipes, they kept dose at home, eating, drinking, 
and doing nothing. " Thej may be spies," thought the 
host, " or runaways, or fitols. No matter : what is that 
to me ) They pay honestly." 
When he was sitting in an evening over a pint witk 

t2 
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his neighbour and relation, the grocer, they used to rack 
their brains about the mysterious guests. 

"They are spies/' said the grocer; "one of tiiem 
squints with his left eye." 

" A man may squint without being a vpf" rejoined 
the host ; "I should take them for runaways, for they 
read all my new^apers, probably for the sake of adver- 
tisements. 

.Hi» kiofiman then assured Mm that aU EngUshmea 
spend at least a twelfth part of their lives in reading 
newspapers. The conclusiiMi to which. they. geneiaUy 
came was, that as the said foreigners weie appaxevtly 
neither ^ies nor runaways, they eoidd not poss&ly be 
any thing else than fodb. Here the matter restqd* In 
this opinion Du Long was still more.cGnftrmed when, at 
the end of a few weeks, one of his guests, an elderly man, 
thus addressed him i-^** Landlord," said he, "we like 
your house ; and if you will acquiesce in a certain wlum, 
it is probable that we jnight contiAue for a long time to 
spend our money with you." 

* * Your honours have only to give your commands ; an 
innkeeper is, by profession, the slave, of all the indiims 
that throng to him£rom all the four quarten of the globe." 

'* You have, to be sure," continued the Engfishman, 
" had a prodigiously large beast painted on your sign ; 
but your house is only a fly among inns ; it scarcely con- 
tains three tolerable rooms, and-imfortun^tely tUey all 
look into th^ street. We are fond of rest ; we want to 
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sleep. Your watchman has a vexy loud voice, and ^e 
coaches roll the whole night along the street, so as to 
make all the windows ratUe. We wake eveiy quarter of 
an hour to. curse them, and fall asleep agidn to be again 
waked in another, quarter of an hour. You must admit, 
my dear fellow, that this is enough to destroy our health 
and exhaust our patience.'* 

The host shrugged his shoulders. — " How can it he 
he^?" 

" Very easily,'* replied the stranger ; ** if you are not 
afraid of a little expense ; in which we will go halves, 
without r^uiring at our departure the smallest coinpen- 
sation*" 

. Du Long, whose barren £eld had, since the arrival of 
the Englishmen, been daily fertilized with a! shower of 
guineas, promised to do all that lay in his power to satisfy 
his worthy guests ; but lie could not help the rattling of 
the coaches and bellowing of the watchman." 

"Neither is it necessary," answered the stranger. 
" Behind your house you have a little garden, though you 
are no lover of gardenii^ ; for except a little parsley for 
your soups', I observe nothing in it but nettles. The old 
garden wall, too, in spite of its thickness, is just ready to 
tumble. Suppose you were to make use of this space to 
run up a little building, a sort of pleasure house, even if 
it were to contain no more than a couple of rooms. It 
might be supported by the old wall, by which means a 
considerable part of the expense would be spared, and the 
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wall itself would be propped up. As I just now men- 
tioned, for the sake of a quiet lodging, we would willingly 
defray oro half of the costs, and when we ait gone tiie 
building will be yours.— ^You will ihea have an addi*> 
tional couple of convenient rooms to let. If, on the othet 
hand, you object to our propoiol, we must leave you." 
The host, however, had not tiie least objection, though 
he thought vndim himsd^" My kinsman and I were 
right enough in concluding that these people were fools." 
He immediately sent for a bricklayer ; the place was 
examined, and the Englishmen described what they 
should like to have done. Joists and bricks vrere quickly 
brought ; three light walls were run up, the old garden wall 
formed the fourth, from virfaieh sloped a half roof ; so that 
the whole looked more like a wood-house than a habita- 
tion ; but the strangers were satisfied, aind £>u Long 
laughed in his sleeve. Two months thus passed in mu- 
tual content : the gddefri^ring flowed abundantly, though 
the wine grew worse and worse every day :*^The two 
Englishmen very seldom quitted their lodging, where 
tiiey ate, drank, and read fhe newspapers. The only 
thing that surprised the landlord of the Golden Elephant 
was, that for Ae sake of nocturnal repose they had built 
a house for themselves, and that now he very often per-, 
ceived a light the whole night through in their apartments. 
He once conjeotured they 'might be catneiS ; but as all the 
money they spent passed through his hands, and their 
guineas, after a most careful examination, vveie always 
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found to be good, his kinsman and he had again no other 
alternative than to set them down for fools. 

One fine day in automn he saw them go out with their 
guns slung over their shoulders. They told him they 
were going to take the diversion of snipe shooting, and 
took leave of him fot three days. The three days passed, 
and so did the fourth, but the strangers did not make 
their appearance. On the fifth Du Long shook his head ; 
on the sixth his kinsman began to shake his also ; on the 
seventh this suspicious circumstance was coflmiunicated 
to the police ; and on the eighth the deserted habitation 
was broken open with all the formalities of law. On the 
table was found a billet, the contents of which were as 
follows : — " Dear Landlord, — ^If you have any acquaint- 
ance with history, you must know that the English were 
once, during a period of two hundred and ten yearsj in 
possession of Calais ; that they were at length driven out 
of it by the Duke of Guise, who treated them in the same 
manner as our Edward III. did the French; that is, 
drove them out of the town and seized all their effects. 
Not long since we were so fortunate as to discover, in a 
chest of old parchments, deeds that proved that one of 
our ancestors formerly possessed at Calais a large house, 
on the site of which three houses stand at present ; yours 
is one of the three. When our ancestor was obliged to 
flee» he buried his gold and silver at the foot of a thick 
wall, which is still in existence. Among his papers we 
found one which afforded satisfactory infoimation. respect- 
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hig the litiittiaD of- the buildiB|r« We SmmecUalely te* 
paired to Calais* and hiekily found a public hovse on ike 
spot so intensting tons; we took kxlgxngs in it, ezaaiiiied 
etery thing, and concerted measares to take pocsasaon of 
our lawful inheritanre without exciting notice. In what 
manmr we vemeved all obstacles is well known to' yt>«» 
Hie great hole, and the empty iron chert, which yon will 
find under the wall in our chaaiber, are preo£i that wtt 
bare been successfoU We make you a present of the 
chest, and advise you te fill jsp the hole, and to give 
yoomilf no further concern about us ; all enquiries will be 
m vain, as the names we went by were only assumed. — 
Farewell/' 

The landlord of the Golden Elephant stood stock stiU, 
and with open mouth. His kinsman came ) bodi looked 
at the bde, and then at the empty chest, and then at 
one another, and agreed that the strangers were not such 
fiools as they had taken them fon 
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THE INCONSTANT. 

....*' Variable, at the shade 

By the light, quivering aspen made!' 



Scott. 



In a small viUa^ in the aoath of It&ly, litde fraquented 
bytrayettars^ oa acoount of. Ilie numbers of banditti »up« 
posed to wfy»ti that pait> lired Pan^ Jaoques-: in bis 
jnmtb he. waavaiet to an IteJisA ncibleman, who^ conuog 
to. Sngltind,. bcought Jacques with binu It. was theoe 
that Jaotpies became enamoured of a beautiful girl in 
CiimwaU» and offering her his hand,. letumed to hia 
oatiirB CQfuntiy blessed with ooe of the most sweet and 
amiaUeiOf wives* Jacques's master, who was eiitremely 
ibnd of him, presented them with a farm, which with his. 
.sa^ngsin senrice enabled them to live perhaps rathen 
easier than the neighbouring viUagers. But Jacques 
was not long to enjoy the. pleasure; of his. wife's com- 
pany, she dying when they had. only been, married five 
yvtn,, leaving behind her an infiuU daughter aged four 
jMtfa*. 
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Jacques on the k»8 of his wife gave way to incon- 
solable grief, which so grew upon him as to render 
him totally inactive to his domestic affaiis, and also to 
the education and principles of his daughter, who was 
entirely left to the care of a female servant. Thus neg- 
lected by her father, and foolishly indulged by an igno- 
rant girl, at the age of seventeen her character began to 
show itself. Isabella, for she was named after her 
mother, was the image of her father, but very pretty. 
She was tall and well-proportioned ; but from her large 
dark eyes, which were shaded by long black eye-lashes, 
shot such glances that too plainly pourtrayed her temper. 
She was very passionate, and if every wish- was not 
quickly gratified, revengeful and vindictive ; and if she 
was once offended, it was in vain to again ventui^ to get 
on her list of young acquaintance. By these means she 
continually kept the young villagers around her at tudi 
a distance, that the girls cared little for her society, and 
the young men, from a consciousness that not any oould 
gain her affections, and if he did, should a better come 
in her way, that he would be rejected, paid her very 
little attention. Such was the character of Isabella, 
through the negligence of her father, and the loss of her 
mother ; who, had she lived, would no doubt have ton* 
dered her as amiable as herself. 

Jacques saw this with great concern; but it was n6w 
too late to begin to form that mind he had so long neg- 
lected. Isabella had stiH had a monitor in an old widow 
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wlio Hved Mar. them, in much the sanw ciicmnntanctMi ai 
her father. SAie had an only son^ whom she, by gentle 
and yet proper means, had brought up, not only to b(i 
kind and dutiful to her, but obliging and complaisant to 
all who knew him. This widow had in vain tried to 
convince Isabella of many errors, and by her kindness 
she might have radicated many evil principles ; but Isa- 
bella would never listen to her advice, and at length 
completely shunned her cotti^. 

Francisco, the widow's son, had long admired the 
beauty of Isabella; and, though he well knew her 
temper, flatteied himself, could he once gain her affec- 
tions, that he should bring her and his mother to agree, 
and that she would net find her so bad as. she thought. 
With these and other thoughts he paid more frequent 
visits to Jacques's cottage, and soon found Isabella was 
not quite averse to thei^ renewed friendship. This, of 
course, did not escape the notice of his mother, who was 
grieved to find his heart fixed where she knew that, even 
did he mairy Isabella, his happiness would be but of 
short duration. In order to prevent this, she dete^nined. 
to dissuade Francisco from frirther stops against hid peace, 
and to turn his mind upon some more worthy object^ 
who, having less patrimony, might have more a£fection 
and amiability of temper. 

" Mother," said he, " I have hitherto felt a pleasure 
in following your advice, and will not now think of thjtt 
which seems so much against your wish ; but if I -do not 

VOL. I. u 
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natry laalnUa I will rnwes hove another. Only reflect» 
kod she had a mother ta guide and direct her, she wovld 
have-been mty different ta what she is at piesent ; and I 
Heel assured, did she eoce become an inmate of t^s cot<- 
Cage, in the embrace of a fond husband, and the hwidneaa 
of such a mother as jou have always been to me, we 
should soon have her every thing you can desire." 

Francisco's mother, who only wished for her son's 
happiness, seeing him so bent upon Isabella, did not say 
any thing more against her. " Well, Francisco,*' said 
she, "continue paying your attentions to Isabella, and 
if she is nHiat you think, she will bear the trial I shidl 
put her to. I have a female relation about fifteen leagfues 
from here; in a fortnight we will go there for' a short 
tune, and if Isabella keeps true to you till our return you 
shaU h«re her." 

Francisco, who always dearly loved his mother, ftit 
doubly grateful for her kindness, and went to Isabella' 
anne cheerftilly than ever, renewed his vows to her, s!nd 
promised that when he returned he should look upon her" 
as- his. Isabella, who did not really dislike Francisco, 
especially as* there was no other youth in the village ^o 
Qourted her favour, promised him in return to become his 
wife at the end of the proposed time. 

Francisco and his mother set off on their journey : they 
had not proceeded far out of the village before the widow 
told her son the scheme she had laid, to ascertain whether 
Isabella really loved him. Francisco was at first- rather 
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tWBM to 'whal be tkougfat a deoeptitm ; and feifaaps, 
to tell truth, he was rather a£raid he should low her. 
"Now, son/' said the widow, "I will return ta the 
|p«est» cVMe to our cottage, in tiie diess and chaiacler of 
a fortune-teller; while yon, disguised u a disbanded 
scddier, return to the village^ and who, through the death 
of a lelatton, had lately inherited a little property, wished 
t0 settle, and, by taking a partner ler life, spend the 
remainder of it in that esse and comfott which a soldier 
so well deserves. After a short time fix your eye on Isa- 
bella, persuade her to mairy you, and take my word for 
it you will succeed ; though no doubt Ae will pay me 
firequent' visits, when my fuse becomes known, as my 
knowing all the village vrill enable me to tell the young- 
sters pretty nearly the truth, and by that means I ihall 
find out her disposition." 

Fitancisco assured his mother that her sdieme would 
not in the least shake Isabella's constancy. After the 
mtoy pKwuses they had exchanged between them, he 
ynM certain she would not prefer any one to him : " and 
then," continued he, " how all our neighboura will laugh 
at us ^ and, indeed, when Isabella finds out the deception 
X havio played upon her, how die will despise me ; and in 
truth it will be enough to make her : and the resentment, 
too, of her £stiier, the old Jacques, for you know he really 
doats on his daughter, in order, now, if possible, to make 
up for his long neglect of her. Mother, you should con* 
sider all thel« things ; and though yoli at^ now loved and 
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respected in tiie village, you will be considered in a veiy 
dilferant- light should your scheme not succeed, which I 
am confident it never will." 

" Francisco/' replied the widow, " I am detennined 
upon it, and desire you will do what I require of you ; 
and without you do, you shall never have Isabella at any 
rate, for you wdl know her fother will not allow you to 
have'her without my consent ; and unless you enter into 
my project you shall never have it I'' 

Francisco now readily acquiesced to his mother's 
wishes, for he felt rather, alarmed at her last speech. 
There vras only now to go to the nearest market-tawo 
to purchase their respective metamoiphoses, which, as I 
befbfe mentioned, being tolerably well off, they were 
enabled to do. They now took their different ways back» 
Francisco to the village, and his mother to the forest, 
where, taking up her abode in a small hut, her skill in 
telling future destiny soon became known. 

The appearance of Francisco in the village as a stranger, 
caused, as is usual in most parts, not a little curiosity, 
and the old and young flocked round to welcome him, 
especially as they heard he was going to settle there in 
a short time. The stranger mixed in all the village 
amusements, and soon, as was proposed, distinguished 
Isabella above all the other village maidens. Isabella, 
finding herself noticed above the rest, as was so unusual, 
and which well pleased her vanity* and proud, haughty 
temper, now wished to foiget Francisco, and more par* 
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tieularly as the strange^ began to talk of mamage. The 
fiune of the old fortone-tdler having got piettj iv^l 
loond the village now reached laabella's ears, and ahe> 
thinking it a faTonraUe op|)Offtamtf to know what she 
should do'in case of Francisco's letum, determined on 
pajring her a visit* With this intention she set ont for 
the foiest, and soon reached the hnt of the old fortune- 
teller, who soon recognised Isabella. " Would thou, 
too, child, seek to know thy fiitnie destiny 1'' said she, 
addressing her. 

« In faith, good daine, it is for that I cune hither. 
I am rather unpletisantly situated, and wish to know 
what the fates will determine for me." 

" Thou had best not search too far," replied the old 
woman > " the bad thou knowest may be borne with, 
but to unravel thy fotms destiny may drive thee to des- 
peration." 

** Pr'ythee fto preaching, mother* but to business, and 
let mO: know my destiny, whether it be good or bad." 

The fortune-teller, well knowing her son^s suteess, 
had no difficulty in laying before Isabella what she 
thought was only known to herself. " You are cer- 
tainly*" said the old woman, "very fickle; it will be 
Tather against your first lover's inclinatiea to nsign 
yon so easily as you imagine into the hailds of anotiier. 
I advise you strongly to relinquish him, who I see by 
th6 b«l^k> of fate hisw served under Mars." 

IslbeUa started: " and what," said she, lattghibgly» 

u2 
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« can you tell me of my first lofe^ the dying swain, 
whole vanity thinks every one in lore with his fine foiin» 
and a fiice as smooth as his ttmgue, when he is preach- 
ing of his dear mother, as he caUs her — an hypociitical 
wretch as she is 1 Let me hear something of him." 

*' Perhaps I may tell you what may be unpleasant to 
you ; but return to-morrow at this time, and be it what 
it may I will tell it you." 

Isabella returned home, rather surprised at what the 
fortune-teller had informed her respecting the soldier; 
and thinking her clever at having already told her so 
much, retired to bed, with her mind agitated with a 
hundred difilerent projects to rid herself of Francisco, 
should the old woman inform her agsdn on the following 
day that he would not easily resign hen ** Why shofuld 
I hesitate," said she, as she tossed and turned 1 " How 
can Francisco be compared with the handsome soldier, 
who has plenty of money to boot? And it will be like 
Francisco's vanity and impertinence to tiiink I should 
withstand such a chance lor him, with his few cows and 
bit of land, and preaching mother to watch every action. 
No, no, not I ;• the soldier for me." The next morning 
Isabella rose, very little refreshed for her night's rest, 
and seeing the stranger in the course of the day, who 
pressed his entreaties for a speedy marriage, completed 
her hatred for Frandsoo. 

At the time appointed, Isabella again set eut for the 
fprtnne-teUer's hut ; the <dd woman soon perceiveid the 
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pertikfbation of her mind. '* Bewaie/' said the, " of 
what yoa are cheriihing in yoor bfeait. If you many 
your fint love» happiness awaits you ; but should you 
ever venture on the stranger who has so lately appeared 
in the village, the greatest misery and wretchedness will 
befkl you. Your first lover will soon return, and daim 
you as his own, according to the plighted vows you have 
exchanged; therefore take no further steps to destroy 
that peace, which, once fled, is very, veiy seldom ever 






Would he might never return," replied Isabella. 
" The roads are bad, and the company alrag them none 
of the safest. Would thy happy prediction of his safe 
return were the finding his corpse by the road sidfs. 
Dost thou know of ho way, dame," said idie, slipping a 
jribe into her hand,—" dost thou know of no way, I 
say, that I might rid myself of hun V 

" When thy fate beeomes complete, since thou art so 
rash, vnll I take my due," replied the old woman, re- 
turning the piece of money* " I can tell you no mere, 
than that thy fint lover will return home by the south 
aide of this forest to-monow by sun-set 3 then is thy time 
for happiness or misay." 

The old woman said this with so solemn a tone that it 
made Isabella shudder firom head to foot, and the words 
▼ibrated on her ear — ^Then is thy time. " Is there, then, 
a possibifity," thought she, " of ridding myself of Fran- 
dico 1 The souih side of the forest is very bushy and 



214 THB IHCOHSTANT. 

thick with trees ; I could easily give him a deadly thniet 
from behind one, and it will only be imagined to be some 
•traggling bandit, who, having been distuibed, left him 
without robbing him." 

With these horrid thoughts Isabella hastened home- 
ward ; but meetii^^ in her way with the stranger, who 
again pressed her to name thi^ happy day in which He 
might look forwasd to call her his own, the day wat 
fixed ; it was the one following that in which she meant 
to drench her hands in the blood of Francisco, who had 
been concealed by his m'odier, and having' heard all, was 
now too well convinced of the wickedness of IsabeDa'a 
heart ; and both him and his mother were ceitain, by her 
saying^'* was there no possibility of ridding herself of 
himl" that she intended stopping him in the forest;' bat 
being upon his guard, he felt not the least fisar of meet- 
ing her, should that be the case. 

His mother, who was determined on being with her 
son in the hour of danger, set off, aooompanied by two 
of the police, to whom she had recounted the whole 
history, about mid-day, to that part of the forest where 
Viaaoisco vronld pass, being, as Isabella had before said* 
very bushy. She had not been. there long before she 
pieroeived Isabella coming, armed with a laige laiiie» to- 
waids them. At the expected time Frandsco anived» 
who, keeping a pretty good watch on all sides, soon per«> 
eeived a glittering blade among the bushes^ and aa he 
passed, IsabeUa, little thinking he was aware of what 
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vizM coming, aimed a deadly blow at him, which, had it 
taken eSdct, must have been mortal ; but Francisco being 
young and vigorous parried the blow, and catching Isa- 
bella by the wrist, drew her from her hiding-place. 
« Behold in me, false girl,'' he exclaimed, " both Fran- 
cisco and the stranger, to whom, after murdering me, 
you intended to have been united to-morrow ; and see if 
you can recognise — for she had now come forward — ^in 
my mother the fortune-teller, whom you would have 
bribed yesterday." 

She was now with difficuIt]r,-«-for her rage knew no 
bo>und8,-><ronveyed home, by the two men who had been 
eye witnesses of all that had happened, to her father, 
who had been • long time in an ill state of health, aris- 
ing partly from grief from his daughter's ill-treatment. 
He was dreadfully agitated at so unexpected an account ; 
the noise soon spread through the village, and Francisco 
was soon congratulated by almost eveiy villager on this 
narrow escape. 

Isabella, a short time after, through rage and disap- 
pcniktment, died raving mad, and her father soon followed, 
leaving to Francisco his little all, who being tired of the 
place, which he had indeed cause to dislike, resolved to 
follow that occupation he had so lately assumed, and 
settling all upon his mother, left his native village, where 
all his earlier hopes were blighted, to seek in a foreign 
coimtiy that peace he could never after find at home. 
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▲ TALE* 

The promiaei of peace, vliich for many months had been 
depending, came at last to be fdlfiUed. The axmf 
zetuzned home ; with seriooaneu and solemnity they 
entered once more the liberated and wonderfdly leacued 
^a pitnL 

It was on a Sunday morning. Since day-bieak» young 
and old had been prensing through the stieett towanb 
the gates. The gnards could with difficulty k^ep any 
degree of authority in the storm of unrestrained and ine- 
sistible joy. 

Crowded, squeezed, and as it weie» twined aqd twisted 
through each other, stood this ei^ectant assembly ; «nd 
as the wished for mcment approached, became the move 
deeply and inwardly aifected. There was acareely a 
sound audible in the multitude, when at last the powerful 
yet melancholy voice of the trumpets gave their first greet- 
ings horn afar. Then tears fell from a thousand eyes ; 
many a breaking heart was chilled ; and on the lips of 
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all, low ftnd uizioas whispen tkcJaiftlefL Now Bhone the 
ftttt gleauu of armour through this opea gate8.->^atteTed 
flowers and garlaadi ffew to meet them ; lor every tree 
had paid its trilmte ; every grarden had granted a share 
fioffl its variegated treasmes. A lovely child, stationed in 
a high hoW-windoWf raised its round white arms on high, 
and reoeinng from its weeping, tumed-away mother, a 
eoronet of leaves, threw it down among'the plidsing troops 
heneath. A lancer, who happened to be the first to notice 
this occurrence, good-humouiedly took up tho wreath on* 
his lance, while he playfully nodded to the fkir little angel 
above. He had his eyes still directed in this manner, 
when his commanding officer, riding on, exclaimed, '* Ha ! 
Wdfe !-^a cypress wieatii! Hpw came you by such a thing 
— it may be thought an unlucky omen f " Wolfe put the 
erown on his right arm, however, and not without some 
discomposure rode on ! 

After a long tedious delay, employed in putting up 
the horees in the regimental stables, giving them water 
and provender, the quarter-billets at last were distributed. 
Wolfe, on reoeinng his ticket, had the mortification to 
perceive that it directed him to the house of' a well-known' 
rich butcher! His comrades wished him joy*-rallied 
him on the good eating which awaited him ; and profited 
by the opportunity of inviting themselves frequently to 
become his guests. He, meanwhile, took off his 9chaieQ^- 

* The square enp worn by the Prowisii Laacert. 
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in silence, twitted the billet among itsgpeMen tafidB, and 
twice pasnng his huid through his luxumnt locks, he 
said, not wiAout considenble Texation, '* this, forsooth, 
is rare luck! No doubt the rich miser is well enough 
known ! — ^I heartily wish, however, that I had been 
quartered anywhere else!" "Ha, ha! what a silly 
fellow you must be V* cried a bold knowing comrade— 
" what is it to you, pray, if your host is a nuser or a 
spendthrift 1 Only let him be rich enough — ^then a sol- 
dier is sure to be well otL However, you must begin 
with politeness and address — every thing depends on good 
management." *' That is very true, I giant yQu !" said 
Wolfe, as he threw his knapsack over his shoulder — 
'* but there are a set of people in the world on whom idl 
politeness is thrown away, and who have no heart nor 
feelii^ for man nor beast. If ever I meet with a butcher's 
waggon in the streets, full of miserable animals tied and 
bundled together, and see how the poor beasts lie there 
over and under otte another, groaning sometimes, so that 
it cuts one to the heart, and mark how.the fellows plod 
on behind the cast in utter indifierence— whistling per- 
haps all the time, I have much ado to withhold myself 
from falhng on, and beating the scoupdiels heartily! 
Besides, to say the truth, I have had enough of blood 
and slaughter, and begin to 1^ disgusted with the whole 
trade I" 

'* Oh !" cried his laughing companions, ** Wolfe ca&- 
not bear the sight of blood — thou chicken-hearted fellow ! 
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—And when did this tenor come upon thee t*' — ** Don*t 
taHL noDsenae," replied Wolfe angrily — " in battle, when 
man stands against, man, and besides^ when there are 
different motiyes for action, (laying his hand on his iron 
cross), one looks neither to the right nor the left, but in 
■ a soberer mood — ^well then, I shall not deny it, whenever 
I pass by a butcher's stall, and, see the bloody axe, and 
hm (or fancy that I hear) the groans of agony, I feel 
inwardly* as if the fibres of my heart were torn — and 
tl^^refore I do wish that I had been quartered any where 
elsel" 

His comrades began to laugh at him more than ever, 
though they did not venture it till he had gone a little 
way. He then. looked Tound at them, and shook his 
lance, half jesting, half angiy. They made &ces at him. 
in return, but soon began to disperse, and Wolfe pro- 
ceeded on the road to his quarters. 

He had not gone far when he found the street and the 
nnmber. Already at a distance he saw a gigantic man 
in his shirt sleeves, standing under the doer-way. His 
countenance of a dusky ydlow complexion, was quite 
•h^ided over by coal-black bushy projecting eyebrows j 
the small eyes, devoid of intellect, appeared to watch the 
rolling vapours of a short pipe. — One hand was placed 
in the waistcoat-pocket, the other teemed to dance up 
and down the silver knots of the pipe, which rested ever 
and anon on his goodly person. Wolfe saluted him cour- 
teously, and, with a modest bow, showed him his bUlet, 
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Upon which the man squiiited at him tAiewayn, and with- 
out attending any further to hui guest, he ppinted, with 
his thumb bent backwards, to the house-— at Ae same 
time adding, in a gloomy and indlfieient tone — "Only 
go in there, nr ! my people know already." Wolfe bit 
his lips, and entering somewhat abruptly, his sabre that 
rattled after him, happened to inflict a pretty sharp blofW 
across the legs of Mein-herr John, his landlord. " What 
the devil in hell !" grumbled the butcher. Wdfe, how- 
ever, did not allow himself to enter into any explanation 
or dispute, but passed on, and came into the court. He 
found there a pale and siekiy-looldng giil carrying two 
buckets of water. Wolfe; dirawing near to her, inquired if 
she was the servant of his landlord 1 The girl remained 
silent, and as if terrified, standing before him. She had set 
down the two buckets on the ground, and looked' on him 
with large rayless eyes unsteadily. Her compleziea seemed 
itlWays to become more pale, till she resembled amaible 
stiLtue more than an animated being. Meanwhile, as 
Wolfe -renewed his question, she let her head sink upon 
her breast, and taking up the buckets agaiti, she said, 
with her eyes fixed on a short flight of steps llutt led by 
a servant's door into the house,- '* Come up here ; and 
immediately at the first door on the right hand you will 
find your chamber." 

Wolfe looked after her a while quite lost in thought, 
then climbed up the narrow stairs, and found all at she had 
told him. The room was small and dark ^ the air op'^ 
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piWMive And nifibcating. From the irough smoky walls 
large pieces of the lime had fallen away, and here and 
there were scraps of writing, initials, and figures of men 
and women, and beasts' heads, dr^wn with pieces of coal 
or a burnt stick. Right opposite to the half-blinded 
window stood a miserable bed ; and near it he saw a red 
rusty nail, sticking a long way out of ^e walls. Wo]£^ 
hung his cypress crown upon it ; placed his lance axui 
sabre in a comer -, threw his knapsack upon the table^ 
and more than once, grumbling within his teeth, ** What 
lubberly fellows these rich misers are !*' he kicked aside 
two broken stools, wenjt and leaned out of the window, 
and by degrees whistled his anger away. 

Oyer the court and neighbouring buildings was visibly 
a fine large garden, which ** looked out,'* fresh and fra- 
grant through the bluish- grey atmosphere of the town. 
There dark avenues twined their branches on high, in 
arches like those of a Gothic cathedral over the solitary 
places ', golden sun-flowers waved on their limber stalks 
over long labyrinths of red and white roses ^ walks and 
thickets surrounded the whole. There, all was silent ; 
the rich luxuriance of the domain seemed like that of an 
enchanted wood, that no mortal foot had ever violated. 
Wolfe surveyed this garden with extraordinaiy pleasure, 
and would almost have given the world for the privilege 
of walking through a region of so much beauty andstill> 
ness ', but however this might be, he became quite recon^ 
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died to bis apattraeBt'on account of its having such a 
praspect* 

He kept himself quiet through the fest of the day, 
giving himself little concern about what might be going 
on in the house. Towards evening his military duties 
called him abroad. He returned just after it had begun 
to grow dark. The window still remained open. He 
drew a chair towards St, filled his pipe, seated himself, 
and rolling out ample volumes of smdie into the serene 
air, resigned himself to the voluntaiy flow of his thoughts 
and recollections. 

The solitary garden, the obscure canopy of the trees, 
the bright moonshine that gleamed over them — all these 
things harmionized wonderfully together, and woke in his 
mind infinite trains of long^lost associations. He thought 
of his home, and of his aged mother ; and by degrees be- 
came altogether opprest and melancholy. It occurred to 
him, that he was here absolutely without ai^ one Who 
took an interest in his fate j and all at once he felt an ex- 
traordinary longing and anxiety for his brother, who had 
liow for a long time roamed about the WOTld, and of whom 
no satiafoctory intelligence had for many years been 
received. He had at first been a baker's apprentice — ^had 
afterwards entered into an engagement as a chaise-driver 
— ^and at last all traces of his name and fortune had, 
among strangers, vanished quite away. '* Perhaps," 
thought Wolfe, ** he has also become a soldier ; and bow. 
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when peace has come, and every nation it traaqiiil, news 
may have in all probability arrived at home of my poor 
brother Andrew." 

With this persuasion he endeavoured to console him- 
self; but could not help wishing immediately to write 
home for information ; the recollection of his brother had 
so suddenly and deeply agitated his heart. 

Wolfe now for the first time noticed with great vexa- 
tion, that they had given him no light. This at least he 
lesolved to demand. He got up therefore, (not without 
a soldier-like oath), and dressed as he then happened to 
be, in a short linen waistcoat, ai|d without a neckcloth^ 
went out. According to his custom when much irritated, 
he passed his hands over his head several times, raising 
his luxuriant locks in such a manner as to give a consi- 
derable wildness to his tout€ en^embU, and cautiously 
groped his way down stairs. In the lobby there glim- 
mered a dusky lamp. Wolfe stepped into the circle of 
the uncertain radiance, looked about for some means or 
other of obtaining his object, and searched with his hand 
for the bell-rope. At this moment Mein-herr John hap- 
pened to return home from his evening recreatibn at the 
ale-house ', and with glowing complexion and glistening 
eyes, (not being aware of Wolfe's presence), gave the 
accustomed signal with a hard knotted stick on the door* 
Wolfe perceiving this, stepped up to meet him, carrying 
his head very high, (while the light, such as it was, shone 
foil upon him), and said, in a cMnmandiBg tone, ** Musi 

x2 
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I always dt in the dark t" Mein-lierr John started as if 
he had beenstnick with a thunder-bolt, let the cudgel fall 
out of his hands, looked about wildly and aghast, then 
rushed in and passed by Wolfe, uttering a deep groan of 
indescribable terror. " Is he mad, or drunk V said our 
hero, who, at this strange behaviour, grew kritated, ap- 
plied hiniself resolutely to the bell, and stood prepared to 
raise a still greater disturbance, when the pale interesting 
girl, Louisa, stepped out timidly, and, on hearing 1^ 
demand, excused her negligence, knd, with a light in her 
hand, hastened up stairs before him. She then set the 
candle on the table, shut the window, wiped the dust 
from the chairs, and, in her silent and quiet mianer, 
'employed herself for a while in the room. 

Wolfe was very reserved and modest with ladies — he 
hated scandad ; and, on the whole, perhaps, had not 
much confidence in &e house. For these reasons, the 
presence of the girl rather vexed him. He kept himself 
turned away, and drummed with his fingers against the 
window. Louisa stood at the bed, with spread hands, 
smoothing and arranging the bed clothes. Wolfe heard 
her sigh deeply, and involuntarily looked af^ her, as 
she retired sobbing and hanging down her head with an 
expression of the deepest- melancholy. All this vexed 
him to the soul. ** What then can she witp fori" said 
he to himself — " Has my rough manner terrified herl or 
in my huny, have I used to her some harsh woids?" 
He had .alrfeadj^the light in biB hands, and audcAwly 
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hastened Bftet her — '< Stop, itop, my dear V* cried' he 
aload ; <* it is as dark as pitch on the stairs ! — j<m may 
da yourself a mischief V — Louisa was still standing on 
Ike first steps. Wolfe leaned over the railing and lighted 
her down. She thanked him with emotion, and her 
humid eyes were fifted up to him with- an expression of 
unaccountable grief. Wolfe beheld her with silent per- 
plexity, not immtngled with pleasure, for he now perceived 
that she was veiy pretty ; and a fine, but rather hectic, 
red played alternately over her interesting features. He 
took hei hand respectfully — "My dear," said he, ** you 
are so much agitated — have I offended you?" — ^"Oh 
heavens! certainly not," answered she, beginuiag to 
weep anew. *^Then surely," said Wolfe, earnestly, 
" some one else ha» done something to distiess.you V' 
Louisa folded both hands, pressed them to her eyes,, and 
slightly shook her head — ** God has so willed," said she ; 
" you also have been sent hither j good heavens ! all was 
so well — so tranquil — now^all my afflictions are renewed !" 
She made signs to Wolfe that he must not follow her ; 
wiped the tears with her apron from her eyes ; and went 
silently down the steps. 

Wolfe having returned to his room, sat for a long time 
light opposite to the candle, leaning his head on his 
hands ; and, without being able to account for the extra- 
ordinaiy and mysterious emotion by which he was over-' 
whelmed, all his thoughts involuntarily became more and 
mate dark and melancholy, just as if some feaiful and 
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heavy misfortune were about to fall upon him* He could 
not prevail over his reflections so as to bnng.them into 
any regular order } so deeply had the voice of the weeping 
Louisa penetrated into his heart. Her accents were now 
inwardly renewed, and divided, as it were, into a thou- 
sand echoes. In listening to her, it had not been with- 
out difficulty that he had refmned from tears ; her touch- 
ing sorrow almost broke his heart; and his own ftite 
seemed unaccountably involved with her misfortunes. 

Thus wholly occupied and lost in deep, thought, he 
b^n, absently, to engrave with a penknife, (which lay 
near his tobacco-pouch, and had served for clearing his 
pipe), all sorts of lines and angles on the crazy old 
wooden table at which he sat. Without knowing or in^ 
tending it, he had engraven on the already hacked and 
disfigured boards Louisa's name, which he had over* 
heard frequently called aloud through the house. On 
observing what he had done, he almost started, and then 
drew the knife several times across the letters to oblite- 
rate *the name* As he was then more ^lly made aviraie 
of what he had done, all at once there appeared to him« 
clearly and undeniably, traces of the very same name* 
and in his own hand-writing, on several comers of the 
table. Wolfe again started, rubbed his eyes, and stared 
at these characters, comparing in them the weH-kaown 
difficultly-formed great L, and the other letters, with hit 
own writing; " Am I bewitched?*' cried he, tiying to 
recollect whether he had not absolutely and really writtan 
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these other inscriptions himself — ^bnt his anns could hot 
have' reached so far, and' as yet he had not sat at any 
other side of the table. 

*' Yet all this must be d d nonsense !'* muttered 
he, at the same time looking; about rather timidly thh>ugh 
the obscure chamber. ' The fallen down broken places in 
the- wall, especially near the bed; diversifying the black 
distorted faces traced with charcoal — ^the general uncouth 
desolaltion of the visibly neglected apartment appeared, 
in the un4wrtain scanty light, in a high degree disquiet-^ 
ing and formidable. To Wolfe it seemed even as if the 
rudely-traced caricature faces were known to him. He 
shuddered involuntarily, and' hastily extinguished the 
light, in order to escape, if possible, from such hobgoblins 
and preternatural impressions. Besides, it had become 
too late to think of writing any more. For a moment 
he wished to breathe the free air, for- without he thought 
it would be cool and refreshidg. He opened the window 
again therefore. All appeared still and slumbering, and 
the cool breath of night saluted him. From a neigh- 
bouring cellar, however, even now, rays of light were 
shining forth ; and soon after Wolfe heard the hammers 
ringing loudly on the anvil. " Poor soul,'' thought h^, 
" thou art already making the most of these midnight, 
hours, which to tiiee begin a week of hard labour." 
The glowing iron now brightly scattered its sparks, as if 
from the bowels of the earth, into the lonely gloom of 
the night* ** He probably sharpeni knives and hatchets 
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for the btttoM/' contrnved WoUe to -hiilisolf ; '< thit 
suits Mein-herr John «xfu:tly, ai^d is qidte eonyenitfit juMt 
useful for both. How all trades assist one aAother, aad 
depend on eaoh o^ther, in this world i" 

He had onoe more become tcapquil* and looked for a 
long time into the beautiful garden, which at u^t ap* 
peared for the first time inhabited, for Wo1£b now plainly 
marked some one abwly moving up and down throtngh 
the obscure walks. Sometimes the form stood still, and 
lifted its arm, as if beckoxung to some one to follow* 
Wolfe could not distinguish the figure naxrowly enoQgh 
-~for the rising veil of v«q[>ouis often concealed if, as if 
in long white robes ', and the .mpie anxiously he fixed his 
eyes upon it, the more faintly and gUmmerin^y one 
object, as it were, melted into another. At last Wolfis 
came from the window, and, leaving it <^n, threw him- 
self into bed. The now diy leavea of his cypress vraeath, 
which hung upon the wall, fluttered, and rustled over 
him in the draught of the window. Wolfe stajted up al 
the sound, calling out, " Who's there T' and he be* 
thought himself, but half awake, where he was. His 
eyes now chanced to rest upon the window, and th4re he 
could not help believing that he beheld the same form 
that had before appeared in the garden looking in upon 
him. " Devil take your jokes V* cried our hero, becom- 
ing quite angiy, not only with this intruder, but still 
more with himself, for the death-like tremour which came 
over him. He then drew his head hastily under the 
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clothes, and fironi fatigue ftU asleep under a loud audible 
beatixig of his heart. 

One hoot, as he believed, (but a longer interval, per- 
haps, in reality), had the mysterious infiuenoes of the 
world of dieans reigned over hb senses, when a strange 
Boiae onoe more alanned him. The moon was still con- 
tending with the light of day, of which the faint gray 
dawn was visible ; and now a low moaning sound vras 
again heaxd close to our hero. He instantly ion the 
clothes from his face, and set both hisanns at liberty. 
Then wlth'dn^ hand stretched out, aKd the other lifted 
up for combat, he foned his eyes wide open, and stared 
about him. He was at £mt not a little terrified, on be- 
holding a gieat white dog, with his two fore^feet placed 
upM th^ bed, and stt«tcfaittg up his head, with laige 
nMind eyes find upon htm, imd gleaming in the twi- 
light. Tfaii^ wBttxpeeted guest, however, wagged his tail, 
and lidaed the hand that was stretched out to drive him 
awsfjtf— «o that Wolfe could not find in his heart to fulfil 
ins intention ; the dog fkvming, atwaya came neater and 
nearer ; and, as if fhiongh custokssy: light, remained at 
hot 4juietly in tho saaoe podtion. " Probably hemnsi 
bctog to some one here," thooght our hero, straldnghim 
onthe htudk',-** and now bdieves that I am his master* 
Who knows'wfaat iidiabitant may have left this apart- 
ment to make room for vd»V* Scarcely had he said 
tlieser last words, when the dreams, our of which he had 
just avreke, regained aH their influence, and fie could not 
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help beliefuig that there had leaUy been seme import^ht 
and preternatoral visitant with him in his chamber. Be- 
fleetion on this subject,- however, was too .painfnl and 
perplexing to be continued. He therefore sprang out qf 
bed,- and, as k was already day-break, he b^^an to put 
h>s accoutrements in order,, and prepared himself to go to 
the stables. The S»g continued snuffing about. him,. and 
attentive^ watohed and imitated his eveiy look and 
movement. Wolfe -twice showed.him to the door, which 
the troublesome animal had opened in the night, and 
whu^ still stood open ; but he showed not the slighteft 
inclination to. retire fiom the presence of his new master. 
. In the court all was now alive and busy. The butcher's 
inen went gaUy about, whistling and singing, some ,of 
them pious songs, and others, such as they had learned 
at the alehouse* — ^WoUe stood at the window, and bru^ied 
the dust. from his iinraging cap, now and, then looking 
down at the mock^gfating, wrestling, and other practical 
jokes, of. these rude sturdy companions. One of them, 
who appemd somewhat older than the.rest,. and mm- 
over wore a morose and discontented aspect, dresurJft o m 
the stable a poor old witberedhack, buckled on a leathern 
portmanteau, threw himself into a faded shabby^great 
coat, and with a large whip in his Jiand, twisted his iin- 
gens through the mane and bridle ; fixed one.footin the 
dtirrup, and endeavoured to. bring iq> the other .with a 
violent swing. However, the poor womnrat aniiiial who 
bftd not reODvered from the effects .of his last journey. 
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kicked and phmged to prevent himfldlf fgtm b^g inoiuit* 
ed; while the awkwaid hon6inpui,'in a rage, ch^elttd 
and toie him with the reins, kicked' hiii widi JiIb feet in 
the ude, and with his clenched fist in the head. " lola- 
mous Bcoondzel I" said Wolfe, whme Mood botiad with 
indignation, "if the feUow can't ride, what bnaineM hae 
he to meddle with horses 1-^It is a miserable thii^ to see 
a fellow in this sitoi^tion, who has ne¥er been a soldier I " 
At last, the dei^cable rider got himself seaM In ithe 
saddle, drew a- white felt cap over his eiyes, and jogged 
away, bending hie b9<^ abnost dirabki ashe i^kssed under 
the ovtward gateway, Wolfe was g^ ^riien he was 
thus fairly gone ; yet his abaence had not eontsmed long, 
when our.hero again heard the long-legged old grey horse 
trampling over the UtoMs, The oder iiad forgotten sonfe* 
thing* .He shouted, whisded^ end cnised altonately i 
then rode up with much ndse to an under window, and 
demandedf " if no ene had seea I^nx V* This hotMst 
creirture now li^y gvonding at Welfef^s feet, and showed 
his teeth angiiJIy, e^eiy time the well-known voice called 
him from below. Wolfe was by no means iacUned, on 
account of his new friend, to enter into any qnainels ; 
liofvever, as be stopd at the window, and paMed. Lynx on 
Uie head, he to^kjkhe tnmble of callingoufe— <<If it is <he 
ipveat white dog that ^« Urant, here be lies in the fioora 
with me. I did not bring him hither, and do not wish 
to keop him : bet be will not go away." The bawling 
feUow stajnd at: him> wHh his* mouth wide open $ once 
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mompdled dwnt hifl cap : and, without sayittg ataotW 
word, rode tmzy about hh busiikess. "So much tho 
better," thought Wolfe-— tftroki&g smooUi the bristly rough 
hair of Lynx. " Sta^ thou here, my good old dog, and 
ttfke date of my knapsaek whilst I am abseut." The dog 
looked at himi as if he understood every word-Mbew his 
hind legs under him, sAd with the fore legs stretched out 
he laid himself across the thresh^^d of the door, with his 
htad iilled up, and keepkig watch atteSittTely. 

' Wdfe then went about his professional duties, endea^ 
vouring to fcn^t the- painfol night that he had passed ; 
and assumed an appearanee of mensnent, which he was 
in reality ita from enjoying. In currying and- rubbing 
down his horse, hqweyer, he sung one song after another, 
ichile his. comrades about him^ in the meanwlule, had 
much to complain of in their reception, and wished for 
the return of betterdays. '^ Tfaete he is, in high spirits,'' 
said diey, pointing to Wolfe. ^' But then,*' added thef , 
" a bird that sings so early in the morning, tiie vultoM 
will catch before night \" *' It may be to t" said Wolfo 
gmvely ; fi» from the £rst he had expected nothing good 
from his residence witit the bubeher i and it always seemed 
as if there wa^ yet to come a vblent dispute and quarrel 
with, his hostr ''Well now/'— -said a&other, '*thou 
aay'st nothing all this while abottt^ytpiartera, and how 
lUiiNi hast been entertained* Now il ^e time to speak 
ont!'W.« What 's the use of talking 1^ answered Wolfe, 
', * Ibat vill not nake> one's itexations a whit less. I knew 
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ing woida — and try to appeal so polite aod importaat ; 
Irat unluckily most of them lag devilishly behind in making 
good all their professions. 'Soldiers billeted!' think 
they — ' that gives us no ti9«ble — ^we can entertain tbem. 
in our own waor*^for no oneknows or eqquiies ^ny thing- 
about themr-^*aiid as to what the poor hungqr devila them* 
sdves may sayTf-no on^ will believe them. For such^ 
gentry^ in their opinion, there is never ^nythiqg go^ 
enough!''' "Very true!" cried they all laughing. 
'* There you hit the nail on the head. So it is, indeed ! " 
" But/' continued one, " with the green tnimpeiy — the 
hmves and flowers that they threw to meet wt^^km^ ihiB^ 
Were quite pxoiuse and splendid* But not ev<eQ a hone 
•i~4n«ch less a man, could lire on such pvovendecr^et 
f ne cannot feed on the air-^tAw they should know still 
better than we do." *'I«t all this abde," iiilcipo^ed 
Wolfe, ' ' and don't make such a ibat about a few moitels« 
whidi, whenthftyareoaee 8#allowed, are forgotten*" Nay 
— ^ncy," said a non-cooMnisiioned ^officer, " it ia for the 
waoftof dae leqieet aftd honour that ire find faiilt A 
soldier ought to be respected^." ''Bet^ectl" repliftl 
Wolie; " that indeed is an idea wkieb would never eater 
into their heads. Out of mere shame, th^ aie. f«U-«{ 
poteen and gall, and weald, theietoi, wish to degrade 
us even im their ewn eyes.. * Therefore a bayonet or sabte 
appeaiB to Aem like a ewisid of justice ; aivl out of sheer 
Tfttaiion they become insole&t*" "A^l this wiU soon 
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haiFe an end/' intefropted the serjeatit ; ^' you, my gtood 
friends, wQl be paid off; then eveiy one will live on his 
money as- well as he can." 'f Thank God !" exclaimed 
our hero, "I shaH gladly with my sixpence a-day, buy 
of Aeir long feces and sulky tempers," "Ay-^y!" 
shonted a jovial merry companion. "Then we shall 
have enough for onrsehres, and spend it freely, and give 
these gentry a share of our wealth as long as it lasts !*' 
He then stntdE up the old song — 

"AnA if tt^cn oar cash aad oor orecUt grow Unw, 

Fair ladies adieu ! — tlirough the world we must go V &c. &c. 

All laughed at the song, (of which we have given bvt 
the &8t two lines) and Wolfe among the rest ; for ind^d 
it now seemed to him a»if an overpowering weight had 
been lilted from his bxeast. '* In a few days," thought 
he, "idl will be well. Our pfesent MStrasnts-and difll*^ 
cul^efl will be at ail end." 

Through the day he ttf«ided hemg' tQO muck «t hk 
quarters* Louim,, at aQ events, woidd not let herself be 
visible ; and as torihe rest o# thai heusel|<M, he had no 
wish to meet any of theuK 

It was now late in die evening, when h^ stood under 
the door- way, and looked about him through the street* 
Not long after arrived the savage rider; vrho hadesdted 
his indigtetioii in the moning. He eame in at a short 
jog-4rot; and, without perceiving Wolfe, rode straight 
forward to the stable, whitiier the poor old hack, of fait 



Wn apoori, vwt stecribg whli tM hift. voi^C fiftiing 
-diwupted, ■ ■ chak ea Itiioaelf tvro or thne tiDkai,-HUi4 
^at kis ^Id iteveidy boots: togcdier, !tfatt «tegaiit squiif 
Ibcitook himwlf to ihe.loir |»arkiiir witfau.doon, to wait 
«ib McuHhttrr Mm, Wolfe had mom atepfied imt into 
the (stseek, iBui4 walked up iand down ^foie tbe luntse* 
In a short time he heand loud voicea withia^ and iovo* 
intarilyioiAed «p to Ihe windoMF — ^The^ fellow aeenaed 
in Yiolettt altercaition with Us master^Be held 4ua emp^ 
jeathem pniaeln oae haind> and beat with it vif^eiltly now 
iind 4h«B ott the ta^le that 4toed before him. JiAein-henr 
Jobs, meanwhile, Walked up and down with g estures <xf 
evideot jnortifif9RtiaB and peqilexily^ while the other ex-: 
daimed in a loud vtke, " What the master wastes oik 
eaids and dice, must never be ledco&ed or tiiought of I — . 
that Olio of us must be dhven to make up for^ b\U he had 
better aot begin wiihova^ £or on my soul I woik't suffer 
h ! ** The .boldber woidd now have interfered agtm : but 
Ibe fdHowv taetoM^nw, with the redflusit of a;iger on 
Ins opuatenanoB^ petsiatfid : ** What the, iwil I shall X 
aUow myself to^bo abnttd in Hhis manner fo« such a paltry 
smo^I that have helped him, in my day^ to gain so 
nnich'P'-^'Jftfw, now, Jhis ia aU very wtdl]^" said the 
bntdier, in a jedaciliatoiy lone ; his oppooeixty however/ 
oaaae a atep naaier to hies, and holding vtp'ldfi d^niched'. 
fist in hia master's £aoE^-'" Let him fokget another .time;- ' 
Cfiod be, ** that I have him in my power, and; whenever 
I. please^ jean. make him. aa opl4 a» a. (bad dog !" 

y2 
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To W(^ it now v/txantd as if an ice-cold sepulchral 
hand had been difeiwn o?i^him.-^He ran up to his apart- 
ment, and toeked hinisdf in : for he felt exactly as if he 
had fallen iflio m den qf muideien. His faithful adherent 
Lynx now came up to him crouching;— 4ie caressed the 
animal as a companion in adyeisity, and locked into his 
honest open eyei for consolation. 

It was plaan, that ever since our hero came tinder the 
roof of his present abode, a heavy, resistless, aad unac- 
countable weight had pressed upon him. He caM. eii|oj 
nothing, — ^had no conmiand over htS 'tbought>,*^-and 
could not apply to any pursuit for pastime. MechankaUy 
he measured the fimall room wkh his steps a huxsised 
times over ; and did not lay himself for the first time to 
sleep till it was late in the night* 

When, on the foHowing morning, the tivimpet blew for 
feeding the horses, witii a feverish timidity and trembling 
he stsrted from his- sleep, out of 'the obscure vvorld of 
dreams, by whose influehees his senses, in a Jtind of half 
consciousness, had been ruled and agitaled. He tfnmg 
disordeted Out of bed [ the smaS fiegment of miiior that 
he had in his knapsack exhibited Ins countenance, pmle 
as death, and the features swollen, relaxed, almioet ma* 
tanuMfphosed, on which the traces of a miserable iatenud 
e<mfliet' still ift«M« but too obvioiis* £ven thnougfa die 
whole succeeding day his endeavoun to recover himself 
Were in i^n. His ecnnrades looked at him anxiously and 
perplexed ; ssked questions, and wged him for an anssver 
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— ^but he lemained invincibly reserved, and would by no 
meam enter into any ezplanatioq. Meanwikile he went 
about all his afiairs and professional duties aa if he vrere 
in a dream, managed (or nus^managed) every thingunder 
the greatest distraction ; and, encountered the reprimanded 
that he r feei ve d for such oondnct, without shame, and 
iadeedwith apathy. 

So passed' over the whole day. In the evening he n^t 
with sevenal of his comrades on a bench before the guard- 
house. It vras now veiy wastj, and a thick oppressive 
tl^ hung over them* All seemed in good humour, and 
occasionally joined together in die chorus of several ex- 
cellent old soaga. Wolfe listened or seemed to listen^ in 
truth williottt perceiving any thing that passed around 
him ; but when at lastiiis next neighbour started up, and 
said-, " now, it is time, every one nmst to his quarters I" 
his heart began to beat, and his kneea tottered 'under him^ 
so that he. could hardly support himself. Hia comBade« 
bowew, had been observing him for a long while, and 
bdieved that he was certainly ill, now seized him by the 
aim, arid tfaeykuteied ahmg for a ooauderable itistanoe 
together. When they had come at last to the neighbour^ 
hood of the butcher's house, Wolfe euddenly stood stilly 
and, inwardly shuddering, heaved a deep sigh. " No !" 
eaid he to himself, " I shall no longer bear undivulged 
these obscure and horrible thoughts, which have rendered 
my conduct so reserved and extraordinary ; and which, 
hafied in my heart, torment me to death ! ** ** Now then/.' 
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oried the other, " balj vgBolVe boidl3r.r-^-Coa» : but wkh 
it from tbe heart, ftesh; aod witovtanjrMwnre or <pn- 
iifieation 1-^What have you to teUf "Don't laiigk,*> 
flaid Wolfe, '* it "was a dieam, such as night tender yon 
and me and every one iuaDe that hean it !" The wild 
^ea and faltering voice of our heto invohmitaiiily etartled 
his comrade — ^both looked fearfully and fwde at one an- 
other. When at last they had arrived at the botcher's 
hiottie, and entered together the mysterions afieitment ; 
** Here then," said Wolfe, '* look attentively round yon. 
In this fotias has appeaesd tome now, fertheae two nights 
fiast, a giey white spectre, wi<h feaitores blood-stained and 
emaciated, worn and g:nawed away by the moiUderiag 
duBpps of the grave. This apparition seats itielf on that 
chair before my bed ; and^ with its head leaned on its 
hands, hxlka at me imploringly. I wake jKOt—I deep 
jut— I feel and see, and yiet cannot move a limb. After 
a while the figure makes signs tO' jne, and-fwints'to that 
garden, which you may perceive yonder ever the walk. 
•Hie spectre moves not its lips, and yet it s^peais Id me 
as if I heatd a voice directing me: " llan,ntar tiurttmtd 
iee-hoiue, under the ttoo UmB trtm, growing out tf.mm stem, 
iudt t^tt gp and search /" it ceases not to make agnsy 
and to supplioate, till the day-light oneis move glimmeia 
on mine eyes; and I awake"-! cannot say to aelf^posaes* 
sion, for tiiese honible irapeeasions are indehble !" 

Both, for some time, remained dieugfatfiil and in 
silence \ white, from the doubt and perpienltyiof bis com- 
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panion, Wolfe found himself, by contrast, growing more 
energuBed and resolnte. "Should it appear again to-' 
night," said he, "I shall follow the ghost. I must cut 
this mysterious knot with one bold stroke, otherwise it 
wifl: continue to fetter and enervate both soul and b^.^' 
" indeed ! are you determined V said his comrade. " Why 
not?" said Wolfe. *' This requires consideration," said the 
other. ** Who knows what you may come to see there ?" 
*' That *8 all one," said Wolfe ; " I must know the secret 
import of this visitation, otherwise I can have no inest." 
His comrade played with the tassels of his la^ helmet, 
and was silent. It now lightened at a distance, and be- 
gan also to rain.-— Wolfe stepped to the window — " Yon 
must go now!" said he to his comrade } " fer, at all 
events, your presence cannot be of any service to me in 
this aifeir. A ghost seldom deals with more than one 
individual at a time." He took leave of his friend, there* 
fore, alter having escort&d him to the door ; and said, at 
parting, " Have no fears on my account — the goodness of 
Heaven will support me I" He had scarcely uttered 
these words, when, virith great emotion, he recollected 
how visibly near to him Providence had frequently been 
in battle ; and how often, amid difiEkml^ and ilanger, a 
short tramiail prayer had stilled the anxiety of his heart, 
and recalled his wandering senses. When he had returned 
from seeing his comrade down stairs, scolded Lynx into 
quietness, and summoned all his self-possession, he ex- 
tfaa light, kneeled in a coiner eftfatfforai, and 



fi4Q TUB CTPRBSS-^CROWy* 

with hwti-kh devotion, «etid a plter-fKifter. ^ JLfter tlui, 
Iu8 tianquillity was perfectly restoved; HHiad eteii' a de-> 
gree of pleaave in Ustening to tbe mscj^stid thmtder Dut 
sublimdy tolled ov^ ibeyet Uving town, and attiteted €» 
attention of its varied inhabitants, whose eyes, from time 
to time, .weFo dazzled and blinded bytixe sudden and 
>ivid Hghtning. 

' : Towards morning (thongh there was yet no day-l^t) 
Wolfe b^n to close his eyes, exhausted and harassed; 
Not long after, his ni^ly visitant onee more placed 
itself near him. Its gestures were now-more earnest and 
anxious ; and it appeared to Wolfe, in his sleep, as if 
X4ynx balked very loud, and seised and dragged him by 
the arm. He was fearfully agitated, in a v^ strife be- 
tween sleep and waking, with the inability at first to 
break frixm his dream. At last a frightful gleam of light- 
ning filled his apartment, and foixied him out of his almost 
deadly combat. Instantly he sprang out of bed — ^raia 
and wind ratfkd violently on the windows— the garden 
opposite seemed wrapped in flames. Wolfe beheld nothing 
around him but fire and devastation — yet the hiud thun* 
dec gave him courage. He took his mantle from the wall, 
wrapt himself in it, carried his sabre tinder hi*' arm, 
whistled for Lynx, who, terrified by the t^LundAr^ xna 
moaning.backwaxds and forwards, and, trusting in God, 
proceeded on his way. 

In die house, all, dn abeount of the tttem, w^re aimkie. 
He found the dooi: half open, and ilt^fped uito the tamxt 
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The loarisg- dauds.8wept over him-^it seeing almost a» 
if the a|»rit of. the stann were ii£xig through the air otf 
audiUe wings. The raia came pouring down, and for a 
moment he had nearly lost hia resolution. Lynx, how- 
ever, now oecovered from his fright, i^nrang with unwiekly 
gambols around him, and led him onwards, sometime^ 
barking aloud, and glazing with his eyes as if animated 
by some extraordinary design. In this manner our hero 
was drawn onwards towards a neighbouiing wsdl, in which 
he ai last perceived a small entrance gate. He tried the 
lock in. different, ways till it opened, and he now found 
ksmaelf within the beautiful garden which he had admired 
so miicfa. 

The trees shook their drenched heads, and saluted him 
with those deep rustling sounds, by which they responded 
to. the violent attack of the storm. He went rapidly on-* 
wards beneath their agitated canopy, while his labouring 
heart became so anxious and opprest that he eould hardly 
braathe. Meanwhile the relentless tempest beat the 
flowers one against another, crushed their tender heads 
to the earth, and drove great whirls of red and white rose 
leaves timnigh the perturbed atmosphere. At length a 
stream <if lightning flashed through the donds, and Wolfe 
found himself before the ruioed moss-covered ice-cellax,' 
where the two lime trees, exactly as they had been de-, 
scribed to him. in his dream, stretched their withered 
branches as if pointing, with long black fingers> to a 
low &Uen down door of the entrance. Wolfe instantly 
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drove away tint bairier. In his mind there was now no 
tiace of fear. All inferior solicitude yielded befiore the 
increasing impulse here to realize some extraordinaiy die- 
covery. He had beccmie excited to such a degree, that, 
notwithstanding the interruption of the stonn, he followed 
tiie directions reoeiYed in his dieam, by searching tho- 
roughly among the riadsed np rubbish and miould with 
scrupulous attenti<m« His laithfiil attendant. Lynx, as- 
sisted him with more than instinctive peiaeverance in this 
labour, scratching and turning up the earth with his isnout^ 
till, at last, he barked vehemently, and stood as if riVetked 
to .the spot Wolfe bent over him, while the thunder 
rolled at a distance, and a pale gleam of one solitary star 
fell through the dark mantle of the night Wolfe started 
back as the light fell upon an axx or hatcbbt, that Jay 
at his feet *' What may this import V* said he, and lift- 
ing it ujp, he stept out/of the dark shades of the cavern 
into the fiiee air. The solitary star was reflected on the 
steel ; but, at the same time,. Wolfe beheld, with honor, 
deeply nisted stains of blood, which inresistildy »gitfM 
his heart; and, full of obscure apprehensiona, he ex* 
claimed, "Murder ! a secret* '^lark, and barbaxoaa nvr- 
der !" His whole firame trembled with indignatioii* and 
the desire of jnst vengeance ; and tdung.the hatchet under 
his mantle, without having determined what coone to 
pursue, he returned back to his quarters. 

The weather, had now become comparatively tiajujuil ; 
the thimder clouds had sunk beneath the horizon, like a 
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worn out -vokano ; ihe dayligkt already dnwiied ; and 
light fringes of red adorned the yet Hngeiing Ta]k)iin in 
the east. Wolie came, with great strides, hack towards 
the court-^his white cloak fluttering in the wind — 
his upraised hair staring and wild over his angry con- 
tracted brows ; and his eyes, ^o, considering the temper 
in which he was, 'must have looked sufficiently formidable. 
He now happened to encounter Misin^herr John, who, 
quietly looking at the weathier, was smoking his morning 
pipe under the gate-w&y. ^* Look here, master,'' cried 
. Wolfe, drawing the hatchet from under his cloak, ''see 
what I have chanced to find this morning ! " llie tobacco 
pipe fell from the butcher's hands-~his eyes became wild 
and his lips quivered, then murmuring in a hollow voice 
" Mood vrill have judgment, I -am doomed at last I" he 
clasped his hands, and fell down disad, with his face to 
tbe e^r<h, in a fit of apoplexy. 
' Wolfe stood. as if rooted to the spot, still holding the 
axe .with uplifted ami, wheb Louisa looked over his 
shoulder, and in a pricing voice exclaimed, *' Oh hea- 
ineas'! that is Andrew's, own hatchetr—there is his name 
en the handle—Andtew 'Wolfe !" — Allien the whole con* 
nectioh.of events flashing with the rapidity of lightning 
on her mind, she clasped her hands together,- and, almost 
breathless with horror, exclaimed, ** That is his blood ! 
— ^They have murdered him !'' 

ThealiJLnn had brought together all the inhabitants of 
the house, who thronged about Wolfe, and uiged him to 

VOL* I. z 
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umavel the fnghtful inysliery. To liim it appeakttd as if 
has head and breast were loaded with a weight of inm. 
Words and thoughts both failed him, as if froaen u]^/rao> 
timiless and dead, within his.80uL He stated at the let- 
ters upon the hatchet— his brain whirled, as if a wheel 
were within it — suddenly tears bunt fiom his eyes-— then 
the spirit of vengeance retusned-~^he feU .upon the psofr^ 
tiate butcher, and violently lifted hitn. from the goouBd, 
exclaiming, '* Thou hellish blood^^hoiaod, hast thibu miir* 
dered him %" The cold, pale lips, hcfwever,. opened not 
again, for deaith had finally sealed them. Wolfe drew 
back, therefore, after having let the stiffening corse slowly 
sink down ; then looking vrildly around him, nishied from 
the house towanls the garden. The spectators perdttving 
his design, followed him with shovels and:pick-azes> widt 
which they assisted him. to seaich, until they hieul at last 
drawn from the grave the remains of a dead body, now 
reduced to a sfadeton^ so that nothing more was recogni- 
zable but a silver ring, which, uipiBJnred, still adhered to 
one of the withered fingers. 0& beholding this, Louisa, 
with trembling lips, could only pronounce, '''Itis he^ 
'twas I who gave him the ring !'' And' Wolfe, on heaM 
ing this, immediai^ly feU down in a state of insensibility, 
from which they were not able t6 recover him* 
. After Our hero» under the influence of frightful nerraua 
spasms, had been carried to an hospital, where he feU 
sick of a mortal fever, the legal authoritks of the dty 
found evidence to prove that, seven years beforev m stout. 
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young, afltive lad, by name Aadraw WoUie, had •entered 
into tlie aerrice of Mi)in-heR John, the butcher. . He was 
a leady piemnan «nd acceuntant, and soon became indis- 
peasaiUeto his master, whose business, after Andrew's 
lurhral, was npidly impsoved, and he himself was recon- 
ciled with customers who, for a long while, had been 
«Btt»nged« Mein-berr John therefore moderated, in 
some degree, the usual roughness of his temper and de* 
jneammr ; and Andrew himself bore much -with patience 
PB accouat of the oncere lore which. he cherished, for 
Louisa. Their attachment was mutual ; and as the good 
^gent youth had gathered together a little capital of his 
owii» be hoped in a short lime to be able to undertake 
some business for himself, and provide for the woikily 
comfort of his intended bride. He had just made up his 
flund to disclose those iixtentioas to his master, when one 
fivening the wicked Martin, a- graceless joumeyinan, in 
whom no one had any trust, contrived to entice him into 
a game of hazard, in which JMein-herr John also joined, 
and both tacitly conspiied together to pillage the poor lad 
of the UtUe fortune he had so anxiously saved. Contrary 
ie tbeir expectations, however, he won from both ; and 
when it grew late, on JjoaitMi inaldng signs to him to go, 
lie broke off at last, aad xetieed to his apartmenft, having 
first hastily embraced his mistresA, and whispered her, 
thai to-tBonow all would be Anally arranged for theit 
mainage, and that she should have no ieaa for the fu"^ 
tnre. Several people ii| thehovse had overheard Mein* 
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heiT Jilbn whispering that same evening With Martin uii 
the stairs, and seen them afterwards go up to Wolfe's 
chamber. The following day Andrew had disappeared, 
no one knew where or how. His master gave oat Aat 
he had deserted to the French army, and had' marched 
away with them. 

After these disdosttres were made, it was found that 
the villain Martin was missing ; and, on enquiry, it ap- 
peared, that in the morning early he had fled on horse- 
back, no doubt, sooner or latet to be overtaken by merited 
judgment. 

Louisa, with calm resignation, attendeii Wolfe in his 
illness, who in lucid intervals was still able to converse 
with her, and often folding his hands with deep sighs, 
said, " God has avenged us, and we must foi^ve the 
guilty !*' These indeed were his last words, aud in ut* 
fering them he closed his honourably unstained ezis- 
tence. Louisa laid the Cypress Crown (which she had 
taken down from the nail in his dpartment) upon the 
coffin, and she and Lynx followed at a distance, when 
his comrades bore him to the grave, and depontedhis 
nemaias beside those of his brother, who had jmfvimisly 
been interred with christian rights. 

Often Louisa still weeps over their grave ; yet her heart 
is more tranquil, for Andrew was not faithless, and God 
has judged his murdereirs. With pious submission waitk 
this poor drooping flower, till tiie storm of life shall wholly 
lay it in the dust, and lefage is found at lait in ilie siglrt 
of the grave. 



ALEXIEW VON LIEBEN. 

FROM THE OERMAN OF BLUa^ENHAOSN. 

The castle cha^l of the Duke of •— — ~ was disturbed 
!iy unhallowed scenes* The sepulchres of princes were 
open, aod the servants conveying; trunks of jewels and 
plate, (useless treasures to the dead), down llie marble 
staircase. 6b the first step of a side sUtar of tiie chapel 
were placed mnnerous maps, on whidi two officers wetQ 
marking out vanous military positions. Opposite them; 
at the narrow entrance t>f the steeple stairs, stood a red 
bearded Cosack as centinel, who beheld witii the most 
cpvetous looks the nchcs which were being confided to 
the dead. 

The Russian General Aleiiew Ton Liebea had, by 
order of his grey-headed commander, entered the smali 
capital of ibt Duchy to apipote the approaching enemy; 
and was preparing himself to fill with honour the .ptMt 
allotted to him. 

The town was situated at Ae entrance of a' narrow 
vmlley, and ooiaamanded by the strength of its atuation 

z2 
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like pass into the interior, which fornied a mTine, through 
which poured a torrent bounded by a solitaiy road* Be- 
fore the town, a spacious plain extended itself to the foot 
of the distant mountains. 

The watchfires of the enemy were discoverable at night 
amongst the higher ridges, but hitherto only a few com- 
panies of light cavalry, a^ompanied by small detach- 
ments of infantry, had ventured into the plain, of which 
the Russians had taken possession. 

On this day, however, they assumed a more formidable 
appearsmce. They descended in regular battle array, 
protected by wnSd pieceiS of artillery, under cover of 
which a body of <»valiy mode towards th« walls* The 
Russian commaAder ascended the steeplb to observe the 
movements of the enemy, and his aid-de-cainp awaited 
his commands iii the chapel, ready to communicate them 
to the trbopB ranged in order in the squaie of the town* 

The duke entered' at this moment with hasty step*, 
foHo^ved by his secretary and confidant. Sir Giulo Va- 
sclldo. The tall and thin form of the prixuJe, his sharp 
Italian countenance, his dark and somewhat greyish hairs, 
and above all his deep and burning eye, indicated the 
violence of his passions, and their predominance throng 
the whole of his career* His favourite was a short and 
thick figure, on whose ines^pressive features dwelt «- con- 
tinual smile, which partially mitigatedr the treacheiy 
discoverable in his small colourless eyes. 

" Who opened the castle chapel V asked the duke. 



as he entered. ** What folly to commit such treasures 
to their hiding place before these witnesses. We are 
desinms of conceafing them from our friendly enemies, 
and j^lace them here at the convenience, of our hated 
friends, ready to load their miserable waggons whenerer 
tfaey please* Who opened this chapel to the strai^rs V 

'^ His command — ^please ^ your highness!" answeied 
tlie knight, shrugging his shoiilders. " That great ke^ 
of war. The general has ascended the steeple, and is 
observing the approach of the enemy.'^ 

« Would that a cannon ball would find him there, 
like a Salisbury before Orleans," said the duke, striving 
to conceal his passioii. " I am no longer sovereign 
master in my domimoBs, since he entered my capital at 
the head of bis troop of barbarians. The beardless 
yonth is become duke, and I must descend from my dear 
bought ,thxone, atid see my crown hang on the bloody 
point of his sword. Vasaldo, I have borne everything"^ 
the hatred of my. uncle, the envy e«nted by my cousin's 
happiness, the gnawing worm of jealousy, tbe cold hell 
of an unhappy marriage, but all this I l)ore easier than 
die proud steps of this general in my own house, who 
seems to say that he could, if he was so inclined, crush 
us to atoms, and stamp on our. h>mAled bodies. Va-i 
saldo, the vexy thou^t is poisonous, and I will no longer 
bear it!*' 

** Fortone is changeable," said the knight. '* What 



may tbU day excite ovr paasiona may ^e i^ext contribute 

to allay thorn*" 

" Those are but hollow c(HiifOfts in my present sitoa- 
tioB>'' interropted the duke. \* These northern troopa 
are not calculated to suit u&« Yonder beiie|fen| are much 
more afpreeable to me ; and if tha falcon must for a time 
gire way to the ea|[le» he can unite with the vulture» and 
ovehxmie the proud tyrant of the lur. I hate these rough 
aAd heartless fissures, aild my measures are taken^" 

" Silence! my ford! be silent here/' exticulated the 
confidant. " These pilhus may have ears, and the very 
s^tuee of the saints may betray us* These men look as 
if the head of a prince were as. indifferent to them as 
that of a spy, who this morning semd as a target for 
their well directed bnllets ; and besides that, be that walks 
up thew is a valorous nnd shiewd man, who, although 
he has been but eight days in this town, has, by his 
affebility and strictness, gained the esteem of all the 
inhabitante; yhich is greatiy intteased by his resemblance 
to your highnesses beloved fatiber, Friace Prosper, brodier 
of the late duke. And your highness nrast agree, that 
the black'haioed young hero forms a wonderful contrast 
with so many l%ht-<headed warriors, and made a great 
impression even on jf^u.*' 

" It was the presentiment of my approaching lUl, and 
of my broken crown," answered hoarsely Duke Giacomo*' 
** It is this very influence on my people that strikes me 
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to th^ heart, and le&ds my h^nd to the Mk^ii my sw«rd, 
wfaetieyer I behold the figure of the hated mortal.'* ' > 

" Artifice alone can overcome • the crocodile. Our 
dfess weapons shiver hke glass oh their massive swords. 
Therefore I humbly advise your highness' to be silent, 
uid to conduct everything wiih the utmost seciesy. Let 
the vial which incloses the deadly poison be well peHdied 
and glossy." 

** But why do you recall this to my mind," asked the 
duke, in' a suppressed tone, " flow that the recompense 
of my hasty deeds seems to vanish. But still you are 
right. No — ^I will not have resigned the tranqmMity of 
my consdenoe for northing : I will give free soope to ail 
my desires, and my armed hand shall not retreat when 
power and absolute sway are within my grasp* To de- 
liver this man into the hands of my enemy ; to confine 
my wtfe, (die eteihal founlaii^ of tears of my life — \he 
unfruithil fig-tree in my way), 4n a convent ; and totai^ 
the bloomiBg Giovaima to'my throne and heart, toe the 
most important points. One bold midnight shall bring 
iBfth all this, and become the dark but rich mother of a 
new world of security and enjoyment. Hajlten to prepare 
all die miachines of my will in my cabinet. Before the 
snn sinks let the mine be constructed of which I spoke 
yesterday." 

Vasaldo contracted his forehead, and' was on the 
point of answering, when the oentinel in the town 
saluted loudly, and Count Alexiew descended into the 



ckHTch with a btstg^t and ioyftil covbtetianoe. ' Hife ai^wd 
was placed under his left anst $ bis higb fa(it» feumninded 
hj a nodding plume of £Bathe7S» lengthened his taU figure ; 
aiid his bhi«k locks coi^rasted beautiluUy with the golden 
epaiilettei that decorated his shdulderft. 

f WeU, my h>nl duke !" said he, mi lo<dced luU in 
Gitedno's ftuse. "Thete Ftendunen ate throwing off 
their sluggishness. It is well you are here. Youi 
legiment mfust leave the banacks and^ mount the walls, 
for yonder cavalfy are suddenly ailiiaated by an uncom- 
mon spirit of actiyity." 

" You intend using my guatds V asked the duke* 
with difficulty* " Then both the town and the whole 
of my dominione Would be lost in case of your retreat. 
XM them .rather be dasarined, and suffer them not to fight 
to the future detriment of thdjr ci>untry aiud. brethren." 

''You must settle that with fate^ duke I*' said 
Alexiewy raising his voice. " If you are not desirous of 
beholding my Asiates, when they see 3rour men inactive^ 
believe tiiemselves in a land of enemies, and depopulate 
your streets with as little xemorse «s if your soldiers wevi 
so maqy insects. Whosoever is not for U8» is agaihst us ; 
that i» the creed of warriors, of which you may perhaps 
be awaje by (uture espeiiencek Mait pmst give way to 
the various impulses which drive him on, or he will be 
precipitated by them into the darkness they inhabit.*' 
. " Am I then to plunge into certain destmetiott Y* ex- 
clmmed Gi&coroo. 
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Certmittl" atked the general. ** Do you know to 
whoov yon «re talking 1 does my* conntenanoe discoTer 
the cowardice ef modem Bomami, or the treadieiy ol 
Neapotitansi Lord duke, the northern ice mountains have 
for theuaands of yeais rcsbted the attacks of the ocean, 
and jonr contracted mind is as unable to pronounce 
when they will give way to time, as it is to foresee 
whether this place is not selected as the scene of my 
death, or of n^y Aitute grandeur. I am almost in^ 
dined/' addled he, witii. a smile, *' tabecfcnoe, a second 
Leottidas." 

" And obtain a page in history by thei desthiction of 
a foreign nation?" remarked thie duke. ' '' That is the 
last lesert of the gentlemen of the sword, and lias 
shining heroism is bought at a cheap maiket. 

** Sir duke,'' answered the conht» " know that X can 
not only place my sokliera in battle array, but recoghiiq 
the rust corroding the hearts that surround me, althoiigk 
I an so young. I warn you^ and all those that belong 
to you, to'be^cautiouil My duty is confined to the 
powerful so^«ieign under whose banner I serve, aind whose 
colours I wear. Whosoever communicates with ble 
enemies, and is within .my wall, is sobjeet to my cotot- 
martuil, wfaidi isjCOmposed of iirarriors, tnany of whose 
hearts aie old in deedsof blood. I advise you to eontaan 
your vassals within their proper subjec^n. Suspicious 
persons have this morning been seised in a valley near 



254 AL£XI£W YON LIEBEN. 

the town^ And there are sooie citizeiis of this ea{ittal 
among them. I have not yet examined them, aad.I 
only hope I shall find no further pro6& of a tnii^cion 
which has for several days been awakened in me, and 
which may cost you more than this castle, or yonder 
treasures you are confiding to the giftve of your departed 
ancestors." 

" I am a sovereign prince, and what control have you 
over me or my words?" said the duke. Vasaldo 
trembled, and anxiously seiied the aim of bis lord. The 
general let his sword fall into his left hand, whidi he 
raised before him. 

f ' Do you know this sceptre V* said he eamesdy* 
" ThiiB may be your accuser, your judge, and your execu- 
tioner. Once more I say — beware ! " 

The Duchess Hadalena entered the church, accom- 
panied by a maid of honoiur; and Count Alexiew, after 
having respectfiiUy bowed to her, retreated to his officers. 
The princess moved slowly up to her husband, whose 
countenance scowled with disdfllin on seeing the tall and 
emaciated %sre, which seemed to sink under the weight 
of her miseiy. . 

" My gradeus lord," .said she, in a low an4 suppli- 
eating voice, ** X vras praying in the convent, of St* 
Aiigustias, and my room bas, during .my absence, been 
Ibuiid open, .and all my plate aadomamients taken from 
it. Was this doiie by your commahd 1 " 
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'* Certainly/' answered the dake, in a most repulsive 
voice ; " and hare you any objections to make to my 
orden?" . ' 

" None, my lord/' continued the princess, o^iessed 
with anxiety. " I beg^ to utter but one request, it is the 
first I have ntade for msmy years. They have taken ihft 
cup out of >vhich I have drank for these twenty years 
past Let me have it back ; I cannot do without it." 

** Nonsense," said the duke scomiixlly. " It is packed 
up with all the rest. You must get another. The urns 
of -the ancients wttra earthen. There is no psalm en- 
graven on it, and sueh splendid utensils do not become 
a repenting sinner, as you ^ten call yourself." ' 

" Give me back my cup!" said she, giving way to 
k/st anguish and bursting into tears. " I have taken an 
oath never to drink out of amy other vessel during the 
remainder of my life. Must I, like the worst of beggars, 
drink out of the palm of my hand 1 Hetum me my cnpl 
It is the only remembrance of a beloved, a legietted 
creature." 

" You shall neither love or regret any thing, stormed 
the duke. " That is the scorpion in my bed ! It is a 
sure indication of your sin against me. These *etemal 
streams of tears have extinguished the joy of my l^ouse. 
AH love his buried iu this continual repentance." 

" Giaoomo," stammered forth the ladiUMif^i^^ ^' 
head, " you know not what you say. I do not suffer 

VOL. I. A A 
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for myself alon^ ; I bear t&i him who paiss me, and my 
silence n the highest proof of my love for him."' 

" Mad womani you will drive me mad too/' interruptol 
he. *^ I know eveiy step you have taken since I shared 
my ereWn with you. Your conduct is blameless, and 
this is a foolish attachment of yours to a statae, wbidi 
has tendered you despicat>1e to me. Ge~-retire to ytriir 
apartment ; wear oUt your knees with praying, and then 
pevhaps your reason may return. Go ■ * ^ 

'''No, I will not go!" replied the princess, &imly. 
'^ it would havo been your duty to «dore'what I love^ 
had you known it. O give me ba^ my cup, tiic in^ 
token of the most dreadfol hota of ii^ life. CKvfr it me, 
bt I swear here, before the hct Of Almighty Heaven, 
not to move from hence, and devote myself to tbat grafv* 
In whidi rests my darling t " 

" Then die ; rid me of a- hated- bond» and tWMby 
give a real proof of your affisotien for me, Ur the foolish 
child shall never haine <&e cup again.** — ^Theprincef spoke 
these words with the utmost scorn. The duchese had 
approached him,, and as he passed hef k« pushed "her 
aside with considerable kutce* Count Akoiew approadied, 
and received the tottering lady into his arms. 

*' When a boy I heard much of soutiicmly courtesy 
and virtue," said the general to the duke, who had 
stoppied and turned round. *' But I do not even-fitad 
that eieterior consideration due to a woman of exahed 
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rank, aad attisl therefore bdievb my preeepton io hav6 
been liars." 

" When a beard begins t« gro^, the dzeams pf bey- 
hood TanishfaeidGiaoaBet bmsting with airier, and 
rolling his fiefyeycsl 

. The bhMd rbihed to Aiexi«w*8 ho^, and inflamed hit 
noUe fealufea. 

" But the northern boy shall teach yon good jnaaneia, 
gr he will break your sword, and thnm it at your feet ! 
This injated lady is from henceforth under my prolectioft--* 
under the protection of my soteroiga. She is mistresp 
in this house ; I am her gue&t, although the pi«ty <ii her 
life has brought me near her this day for the first time« 
Death to him who touches her, whether by word Bt 
deed, whether duke or peasant." 

*' Are you the pope of our inafriage cofttncts, or the 
censor of Italy V* asked the duke. 

" I am lord of this town for the. moment, and le- 
spoai^ble to my emperor alone. His exalted mind does 
not only consider the deeds of the swoid, but beslowe 
his rewanJi on acts of humanity and benevolence* And 
if the humble request of this lady is not grafttedi and 
her 0xp not returned witlun tfa^ CMOse of one hour, I'' 
wiU otder my bearded lancers to search your sepakhies, 
and whefit erening airives you will have neither cup, or 
sceptre, or crown." 

The d^ hastily left the chapel, followed by SirGiulo, 
wboee covastenanoe bore mo^t aident. marks of fear. — ^The 
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duchess slowly raised faenetf, supported by &e ami of 
the general. 

.*' I thank yon t" said she in a broken Voice. '' Par- 
^cipation is a balm to a wounded heast. Cehsader me 
not a mad or a childish woman, as I was called by that 
feared man for whom I have sacrificed every thing, 
even the repose: of my soul, and perhaps my eternal 
salvatioii. 

llie cup which I requested is a holy relic to me; A 
beloved child drank out of it fcnf the first and last time. 
The hoar which brought it into this world also deprived 
me of it The silver eup is all diat I possess in re- 
(Collection- of the datHng. Vou have a heart under your 
steel corslet^ and can'thefefore not cbnsider my attachment 
to this jewel as an idle dream !" 

The chfldisb manner, and the Humbled tone of the 
exalted lady, softened the mind of the young warrior 
almosC into teart, which he withek) with difficulty. 
Wonderful sensations caused his blood to stagnate in his 
veins : a deep anxiety, which almost amicmnted to joy, 
seised him ; hid feh as if incliaed to ptess the strange 
lady to his heating heart. Paiafal recolleetions otf the 
^events of his chSdhood rose before his mind: he Idssed* 
the haiid ef lAle princess, as if it west the hand of a 
mother, and conducted her to the entrance of Ae galleiy 
which led to her apartments. 

As the sun began to approach its meridian, the in- 
active inhabitants of the town retired to tile coolest 
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apatftaaeats, to pate their tiind in iaijr noAeu Count 
Jieben courted the ^ady orange grore in die Castle 
Park, to i^in the strength of his mind, which the scene 
he had witnessed had much dspfessed, and to prepare, 
for the approaching storm. 

The Princess Oiovanna, niece of the ducheas, &e 
beloved of. Count Alexiew, ' ahready awaited his arrival 
under the iHnoepiag willows, beside the marble basiji. 

JUove is an almighty power, which reconciles and unites 
ereiy aouL His look retards the bloody patfi of the 
hero; his flattering eicpressions civilise the barbarian, 
and inflame even boys to deeds of wonder. He changes 
a flower into a fleece, as-*precioiis as the prize of the 
Argonauts; and the wisest, when they have once entered 
his maiies, become other beings, who foiget the windinga 
of his ascrets, and all the mysteries of science and 
politics. The light is scarce swift enough to bear ita 
message* ; its enthusiasts are es aalamlinden in the ire^ 
ai Templais singing hymns at the stake ; he colfects and 
haibews in his bosom ail that is great ; he compensates 
for the ii^ustices of fortune, and divides his heavenly 
portion among all the cfaildnen of the earth.>-*He bestows 
en the beggar in his hut the highest possible felicity, i» 
which the monarch, thrown on the burning rust of 
satisfied passions, can never a^ire. Envy and jeakMisy- 
lose their influence in the temple of love, and beoome 
even priests of that God whose divine origin cannot be 
doubted, 

A a2 
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It Was love that had intemipted &e career ilf tibe 
yoaoi^ hero, and he could not withstand his a^mnents. 
And who ooald ' oondemn a warrior for seizing • widi 
avidity what might be lost to him the very next moment 1 
Life, when endangered, becomes the more precioiis* 1 
ask, .who could have withstood the temptation, even if 
fhe next hour threatened with destruction ? Where eveiy 
attraction of youthfnl - beauty presented itself to him ; 
where laige l)kie eyes contribnted to exprett primitive 
angelk ilmoceuoe; weie a slender and gracef^ %uie 
was enhanced by the beautiful features 4>f a Madona, 
surrouEhded by-bkmd and rich curls> denoting a Venetian • 
extraction, and forming a str&ing contrast in such southern 
Attitudes. Who could for one ' moment have considered 
the pangs of repentance, which might peffaaps follow the 
hasty knot 1 — True heroism thinks not of death, it befieves 
ittelf invultierable and iavincible ; dagger never obstructs 
it, for duty is its incitement, and gloiy its reward. 

Con^mssion and humamity had blessed the umon ef 
&ese two hearts, for both are ever ready to open the 
way for their companion, love. When Count Lieben's 
detachment entered the ducal capital, its sovereign and 
iMusehold were stationed on the castle bali^ny. The> 
general preceded his squadrons mounted on. a. black 
charger/ and his distinguished figure attracted every ejre. 
He appeared like a Roman hero of the olden times, at 
tiie head of ah army of Huns. 

He had no sooner given the word of command to 
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hall undto fbe Mty pkiiM of the castle court, aaddia^ 
mmmted to lOeet the duke, who faad d^sc^Mbd toneceite 
him, than the hozae of a young cavaHer,. heated by his 
long march, and fiightened at the flapping of thecol6nrs, 
which had been planted in the ground^befare him, broke 
kom it* riuik, plunged luid reared, leftiang to obey the 
leiiis or spnrs of the uukilfiil horseman, and at hut 
threw him against ithe trunk of an M. lime-tree, standing 
neiur the gate of the pekoe. Blood streamed from 
betieath i)ie heknet of the waixior, who lay senseless and 
ZfpareioAy dead. The gieneral hastened to him, and per- 
osited a femi()e kneeling near his head, <m whose charmisig 
eott&tenance were deincted fear and anxiety ; she hastily 
presented her handkerchief to Aleadew to bind the deadly 
Wound. Their ^yes met-— one sentiment OQCiqaedJtbem, — 
and that moment decided the late of two beings. 

A adidier' is v^eiywlMie at borne ; bis-abbde is th« 
world, which he governs by his fcword ; Ihwialsd Aleadew, 
in Ike ^oune ni one short week, had fou&d a home 
in the heart ol a stranger ; and alJlioogh flist- love is 
most fearfid of being exposed to ^ viiw of the world, 
and conceals what it esteems most holy } yet it is often 
the m<we glowing iir the «yes of the lovers than when 
ornamented .by words ; it does not know the language of 
lefusals and attractions, exerted by hypocrisy to attain 
the wished for end. The fiist opportunity gave to the 
lovii^ pair their JfuU measure of happiness unknown- to 
all those who surnmnded them, and whose various 
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moT^BMDts were, aetaatnl byielfiflh niotiT«A» tho dnlMi 
•JCfiepted^ whose jtolousy mtched with weret at^r the 
dawn of this tender attachment. 
. The omnge tiises imported a mosi delightful «hade* 
and shodexquigifteperfnme $ the scarlet oleander hloMOitiM 
amidst tfae.grove» of hay, and a soft melody proceedad 
ftam themnnnnzmg of the jet d'cait. 

Giovanna'e hand was inoloocd in that of the generals 
i< I& it as you toy V said $&», with emotion. " Ave 
tenon ikpproaching 1 And miwt yon enconnter them V* 
.**l mnst iodeed/'-^replJed the hero with ^»arkling 
ffjFea. But my seal . is light and free» and :fiiX impait to 
yon a brilliant fite, which shall illunUne the dark paths 
of the ai^oaching Aight, but which will be short." . 
~ '/ Bnt. how can X remain. nnooncemedf when thou art 
menaced by thousands of enemies 1*' staamered tha 
vuddnn* " Ai thousand balls will. fly,, anid cme alone is 
^uSci^t ta luin )viy all." 

'MIeaten faToura the beloved,'* fq[>Iied Alene^ 
stniling. Thy isaagt) on my breast is » talisman ag«in«t 
^mb, ift.thevsMue manner as thy image in my heart 
i»^a talisman against sin and hell. I love fliee with ell 
my power,, as thou dost iQve me ; and yet I aagdeosly 
minut battle ai|d destruction, as it is theie only where I 
$:an.gain what rendeirs me worthy of thee, and which 
pr9nufies me safety* — It is from the. chaos of war alone 
t^at our P^iradise can nse; my swpid tdone can gun 
jn^ th^ higher point. , Tin^ is UJ^eot* thjis is peihape 



tiie only happy hour that I can spend with you ; therafbn 
attend to my nanration, alMl follow my fldvioe* Our 
lofe must be seconded. Inform the duchess this day of 
ftU that has passed between us/' 

"The duchess r' asked Giovanna, douhtifoOy. Oh 
what can she do for us, when she cannot ^en prqteet 
herself? But yon are right: the moment 'is urgent; I 
will inform her of what I would ofherMnse conceal. Th^ 
duke pursues me. I would scaroe beliere his intentions. 
VasaldOy his confidant, informed me of them some days 
ago. He hates his wife, my aunt : he believes she mourns 
a lover of her youA ; and his hatred gains gtound on him 
with every rising sun. He is desirous of ridding himself 
of her however he can ; he has fixed upcm me to share 
his love, his bed, and fait throne. You vreie theanehor 
on which I rested my hopes, when this message Was 
delivered me. The certainty of your fid^ty enabled md 
io bear the wdght wfaidi oppressed mei at the momenta 
It is now your turn to protect your beloved ! The duke 
is horrible in my eyes, for I know him.'* 

'* Duket duke I*' said Alexiew, pressiag his left hand 
agunst his weaponless hip. "' He is in my power. Se* 
veral spies, onr whom vrere found papen of impoitanoe, 
deliver Mm into my hands as soon as I please. I have 
hitherto spared him< — spared him even thiSr very day-r-^ 
when I, for the first tittie, stood near the duchess. She 
appeared to me as the figure of my mother, imd her* 
melancholy awaken^ a mysterious partietpati<m in my 
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nind. Few Aotbiiig I Lot me aei ^wtetliegiiidiuKsy 
itf PraYtdenoe ! Power is in mykm^» War, ao onoBy 
to «U maakind* ia our only |qUar-r<ipr on]jr anppqit, Sqj 
it loosens the bands of dopwiioB^ bcfaJu for a tina tka 
Mlablished laws oi the coi^ktry, and hangs the crowns 
loi |»inaes onlhe paint of th^ Bwovd of him who proves 
most Tidiant. Hasten tp t&e duchess; diaooFer ever; 
thing tft har ; and also relate lo her the short histoiy of 
jny lifi»» as I wiH now lelal^ it to yon.". 

He handed the attentive maiden to a maidde aeat, op 
which he placed himaelf beaide her, and began his tale. . 

Thia colder plains xi[ the nortli ware not the Iwth-placa 
of th0 county Italy had heard the tot cries he utterad^ 
bat both his patents mad birth^»lace were nnhnowp 
to him. He» like Bomnhui, had bean dragged from hia 
mother'a brea8t> and evpofod on the bordem of a rapid 
tofrant ; been «a?ed by accident aqd humanity ; and th^ 
exoeUeoce of aatrai^pe lady had exchanged hia fbrlom 
atata into s^londMir and gmatvem. much after the 
example of Phafo^ht'e daughter. * 

' A EiMlaaA MjUeman waa living at Naplaa with his 
consort* He bec^oaie entangled in aa a£Mr of hoaonr 
.with a natinTQ, i^ whoie death it ended. .The Russian 
being Sl stranger, thought himaelf no lopgf^ aa£» in the 
country of i«veng«i, and the resort of bandita. The re- 
lativea of hia enemy were rich and powerful. A apeedy 
departure, alone could save him, and this was immediately 
fixed upon, aitd pursued with the utmost djli^gfuce on 
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byerMdih tofvards the Bfonb of Italyw At the doae of 
t)i» tbinlf might; ibfff tmhoA on th& hM«ir'of i coaid-< 
den^le Btre«B, and o^Ms^rved ftt'sMoe cti^lanco^acaBtlOy 
wboae towers, ilKiflaSilaied by tlie liiiig uoon, iMHttd 
to peacfhr the iteavi^lM. A dark stom loured ob tho 
horizon, and while Count Lieben was deliberating .whetftwi 
hesltould reqn^tldto ho^italkyof theovner, erwhe&er 
lliey> should proceed, the cairiage roltiog gtefdy da^ 
tbo atleaitioBiof tbe whole pttfty was ezeited b^ the tis4 
aie^dews barking of two Eagfish maitifis 'beloaifing to 
llh« count, and wIm had 'acbompaiued' ibe- courier. Hiq 
^eb w«ui ordsmd 4o itop^ en^inej^waie maife,. iad it 
was foand tbat tha dbgi had' mafdo aa ^rtraordiiiai^p di8<" 
eonreif oa the edge d tho bsldge over wfaidi the soad 
paised ; it was a na\i»'boRi cljiilfd» diat atteied. the anast 
piteooB sh^dLS at the bcnitenauB aaliita of the 'dog$> whai 
waie aadcaaoariag- to. eacry it away. The oouhtasa 
o^tteiad it to be bronglit inta the^ carriage. Fia& dottier 
aalda goldea obfeda owlta nech, oaawd bar sottdtada ta 
augment in f avioar oi thC' atifilrtn&sta tolsuitr Tba chiUU 
leoa lady axpteasMi her- horrot of the coinhMf tif tlie 
unnatural aaoUier, and took the belpleBB black^headed 
fona to cling aa hap ana, when &, smiled aa it' ware in 
gratitude. She coniAdeied him aa an immediate gift of 
Almighty Heaven ; and- perhaps fearing to lose it agaia;, ' 
aa wddenfy aa it had ingratiatBditsalf into bar fa/rour, 
able gave ordeiato proceed on the journey with all poa- 
sibfte azpadition. ' The count, bowerer, raquaited the 
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men to aeaidi the neigbboiiifaood, but not one'haiDaa 
bong oilered itself to their view, althoii^ diey approached 
the castle, and proceeded e^en to the nraUs of a town. 
Thus the litde Itafian exchanged the wann i^limate, in 
which he was bom, ior the froety one «f the Sar- 
nuitians* 

Alexiew, nnaoquainled wiA ibe intricate paths of his 
childhood, grew up as the adcBowledged son of Cowit 
lieben, bom during the absence of his paitats fnak 
^eir iiative countrj^ Hiose virtues which natoie had 
planted iii him were brought into action by the mosi 
^Sarelal education. His Italian origin betttyed itself in 
the earlier deviriopemeiit of both body and mi94; his 
dark glowing eyes, and ' his black locks, exposed' the 
countess, to many friendly jcdces on the part of her re- 
lationfy and many a base calumniation on the part, of her 
neighbours* The boy became a young Hercules— cou- 
^ageteis and hardy, a«id was, although he had acaroely 
attained Ms fimrteeath year, conducted by the count to 
the capital, and soon after to the army marctung' against 
the Ottomans. TheyOutb pfgformed many acts of valonr, 
and rose with estrMdin^ rapidity ^mn one militaiy 
dignity to another. Svexy yii:l«e of the knight and 
QoUmnan were opmbined in him ; but a wild, though 
moinentuy hemy, which time alone could oonquer, and 
which destroyed emything'with Vesuvian strength, ob- 
scured many moments of his bright career; it was 
diistniclive. to . the enemy, but rendered his inends siis* 
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{Mcious and dia^nt.. The world was his ; the proud 
Alexiew believed himself called to the greatest deeds ; he 
was boDoaied by his father as a friend and companion* 
But he was doomed soon to experience the pangs of soH- 
tude. The countess, died ; and a wound, badly healed, 
stretched the count on a bed of sickness. It was theii 
the young man leamed his fate, and explained to himself 
the coD^nand of his mother, s^ways to wear the golden 
chain which had acquired him the surname of Torquatnii 
among his companions in arms. ,^ 

The count could not alienate his family estates ; but 
his monied property^ which was considerable, and the 
large fortune left to Alexiew by the countess, were suffi-- 
cient to keep him in splendour. He began now «tQ 
experience what it was .to stand. alone in the midst. of 
miUions of fellow<K:reatures, in a cold and s^fish world. ' 

The only friend of Aleidew was the sword by hia sid«$ 
with this he ventured again into life, where, with the 
favour of the emperor, and the confidence of the. old 
generals who had shared the friendship of thecovnt, and 
wjio had seen the abitities of the young man displayed, 
both.in the field and the camp, ■ he was soon placed in a 
station which, infused forgetfulness in danger, and fed 
him on to love and happiness, in the midst of the bloody 
career of a warrior. 

. This Alexiew rela^ to Qiovanna, yet with the omissioa. 
of those flatleiiqg con>w>f>nd«tionft which the pen of tha 
historiftn could not pass over unnoticed. . . 

VOL. I. B B 
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Count Lieben now seized the hand of theprincesr, and 
looking at her with all the simplicity of brotherly love, 
said, " Giovanna, if human distinctions and high birth 
are objects of consequence to yon» I am unworthy of 
you, for the shield of my ancestors is obscure, and my 
genealogy a blank parchment, but my heart is a pure 
source, harbonring love for thee, which I hope will be 
incorruptible, and protect thee against all the powers of 
the es^th." 

" Love can be requited by love alone!" answered 
Giovanna ; " if it demands other rewards it is not sincere, 
nor does it proceed from Heaven. Whatever is beyond 
that is an enemy to love. Yon are a king to me : and 
the sovereign lord of my days." 

Alexiew started from his seat. " Who is that man?" 
whispered he, who is lurking behind those bushes, and 
hxoks about him so anxiously !" 

" Be not alarmed," said Giovanna, " it is the dumb 
nan belonging to the castle, a servant of the duchess ; 
iaithfitl to her and myself, and hated by the duke, who 
often derides his miserable appearance, and his extraor- 
dinary method of expressing his sentiments by signs.'* 

She waved her handkerchief above the hedge; and 
Lnca hastened to obey the summons. He carried a &ote> 
and expressed his joy, by a grin, on seeing the general, 
to whom he delivered it. The count broke the seal in 
haste, and perceived it came from the Duchess Ma- 
dalena. 
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. <* If the repose of a miseraUe being — if the last spark 
of hope of an unfortunate, can excite the feelings of a 
stranger — if all remains of pity have not been extin- 
guished in the field of battle — ^if the protection of in* 
nocence is his duty, and his courtly appearance is not 
deoeptiye, he will grant the request which the duchess 
earnestly and humbly makes, to speak but for a few 
minutes in her cabinet to a Moorish woman who was 
taken prisoner yesterday. She belongs to the camp of the 
enemy, and was a few moments since conducted beneath 
the window of my apartment, most likely from the court- 
martial. Perhaps the circumstance of speakii^ with this 
woman will be the most important the duchess ever 
experienced. The general cannot refuse, as he may take 
such measures concerning her safety as he maybelieye to 
be widun the scope of his duty. 

*' Madalena«" 

Gioranna had perused it with Alexiew. '* Who could 
refuse such a request V said the count. ** How depressed 
must be a mind that can sink to such despair, and thus 
lay aside all its dignity to utter such humble complaints ; 
and how hateful must be that man, who could suffer 
such a flower to perish, without affording her some con- 
solation. Tell her,*' said he, turning to the servant, 
'* that the woman shall be immediately conducted to her 
apartment." 

Giovanna explained to the man, who hastened away. 
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She embraced Alexiew, and said, "may, not, perhaps, 
our love bring ns a croivm of thorns, such as she wears!*' 

** Then I wiij take it upon myself, and wear it as a 
token of thy love," replied Aleziew. 

The lovers embraced each other. " If no war trumpet 
calls me hence," said the general, with tenderness, 
" we shall meet again at midnight in the castle chapel." 

Giovanna inclined her he^ affirmatively, left Alexiew, 
and soon disappeared amid the shady labyrinths of the 
garden* 

There is a love which .does not depend on the season 
of youth, or on the passing bloom of beauty ; it does not 
spring from the aeidity of the senses, and is not consumed 
by the burning torch of enjoyment ; its foundation is not 
built on empty dreams, nor does it derive from the rays 
of the moon, or the flowers of May, a passing nourish' 
ment : it continues to live for ever in the frame of humanity, 
for it is ingrafted in its nature, and is the pillar which 
props its very existence. This love is as strong and 
invincible as the Indian who inhabits the wilds of Co- 
lumbia; it never degenerates when refined by cultivation; 
its deeds are gigantic; its expressions are angelic; its 
sacrifice self-denial ; and its offering the very blood of 
the heart This eternal, unequalled sentiment is ma- 
ternal AFFECTION. 

The Duchess Madalena lay on her sofa, tortured by the 
agonies of this sensation. She could not pray, for her 
lips sought in vain to frame expressions; her fingers rung 
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in each other, as if endeavoiiri&g to laise themselves 
towards Heayen. A madona looked down from a small 
altar with the benignity of a protecting deity, but only 
contributed to enlarge the wound of her mind. 

The door of the room opened behind her, and three 
grenadiers with masks brought in an elderly negresft, and 
detached her chains, leaving the room again inmiediatel^. 
The duchess rose, walked round the room in the utmost 
anxiety, and, uttering a shriek, covered her face. The 
black woman sank on one knee, folded her hands on her 
thigh, and dropped her head on her broad bosom. The 
duchess fetched a deep sigh, approached the woman, and 
raised her head with violence. 

"Is this you, unnatural woman?" exclaimed she. 
" The justice of God has delivered you into my hands. 
Where is my child — my son-^my friendly angel 1 Where 
is he ? Where was he murdered V* 

' ** Merey ! mercy I'' said the black womah. " I am 
innocent ; if there is a God in Heaven, and a redeemer 
of our sins, I am innocent 1" 

" What shall I hearV' whispered the duchess to her- 
self, and bnmght her hand over her edd faise. *' Is he 
deadt" 

" I know not," said the negnss. 

" You know not> DominikaV said the duchess, and 
sank exhausted with anxiety and expectation. The negress 
rose from her humble posture, looked carefully around 
the room, and then began to relate her tale in a low tone 

B b2 
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of voice, often intKnipting heiself. IV priocess aUt 
mute> enveloped in lier veil, and only now and then gave 
signs of life by a nervoos motion. . 

" Twenty yean.aie elapsed sinee that night, but it is 
stitt engraven on my recoUectios, as if .it had been bat 
last evening, for I am continually fancying myself sui- 
rounded by the rays of the moon, and still the bailung 
of ik& dogs awakens my honor. You, gracious lady, 
were then young and lovely, and who would not have 
sacrificed their life for you? But the illustrious lady, 
your aunt, was very severe. You were to have been 
married to the hereditary Prince Giulo, but you loved the 
wild Giacomo, his cousin, wlib left his home and proceeded 
to the anoay, on seeing the duke, his uncle, determined 
on marrying Madalena to his only son. Oh, had he but 
formed this resolution a few-wedu sooner, and he would 
not have left his adored and innocent princess so destitute 
«f consoUktion f Your aunt,, the duchess, made me -her 
confidant on.discoveiing the evil .result) but defeenoined 
not to mention it either to her husband or her son. I 
was to carry the witness of yoiir fall beyond the stream, 
to the priest on the hill. . Yon. wandered in melancholy 
up and down your apartment, and thought of Giacomo. 
The night came which announced the hbur of your tie- 
liverance; evei>y,thing passed in the best manner possible: 
the moet beautiful infant lay on your breast; youiaelf 
gave it to drink out of your silver cup, when your aunt 
jinatched it from you and laid it on my arms. I yet hear 
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your durieks, which could not be subdued either by threats 
or p^suftsi<m. I carried the tend^ burtheii> through 
long and intricate passages, to the opening in the rock. 
The rays of the moon dazzled my eyes as I left the dark 
recesses, and all the terrors I had encountered in them 
could not equal the sensation I experienced on entering 
the va^ey.- Theboy raised his little hands, and smiled 
at the moon. I proceeded with hasty strides, and had 
nearly attained the bridge, when I perceived two immense 
mastiffs appitoachiifg me. I heard- the rolling of a car- 
rii&ge, and several voices ech<HUg amongst the rocks. I 
thought I was fallen into, the hands of spies and pursuers. 
I unthinkingly placed the child behind the statue of the 
Holy Virgin, at the comet of the bridge, an4 fled far 
away as fast as I could run, hearing the dogs barking 
tremendously behind me. Hours passed on; the moon 
' set. I ventiued to approach the castle, but, oh me, what 
did I find 1 ■ A sudden burst of the clouds in the distant 
mountains had caused the stream to overstep its boimdary, 
and spread in the valley. I could not get to the bridge — 
the child was gone, most. Jikely carried away by thft 
waves. I wandered down the river when day began to 
break-*-I questioned every fisherman I found .. on the 
banks — ^but received no intelligence whatever. I con- 
tinued onwards, thinking I might find the little corpse, 
and consign it to a grave.' My search proved useless. 
I dared not return to the castle : the old duchess would 
perhaps have rejoiced- at my news — ^but how could I 
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present myself before jout How could I impose on yoiur 
goodness and confidence with a lie? I entered on a 
pilgrimage, during which I sustained my existence by my 
labour, and the alms of the charitable. I entered France 
in the midst of its bloody conyulsions. I paid dearly 
during that period for my thoughtiessness ; my conscience 
stung me as if I had committed murder or robbery. I 
prayed day and night for your repose. A black trumpeter 
married me : a cannon-baD soon after ended his earthly 
career. I also am on the point of becoming a mother, 
without a husband or father. The French general has 
determined to storm this town. Spies were dispatched. 
I was known to have lived in this part of the country, 
and was sent as a guide, when I was taken prisoner, 
and am soon to be led to the gates of death by order of 
the Russian general. 

' ' You need not fear," answered the dueheis. '* I will 
promise yon life and liberty. The Russian commander 
is a man of honour; with him a helpless woman, in yon^ 
state, is secure. But I will punish us both with move 
^an death. I have borne many a pang, but life is ob- 
stinate. Yon shall be my raven, and daily repeat to me 
the history of this adventure, untill my heart beats no 
more, and until my nerves become so weak that Uiey 
break." 

" But did your union ^th the prince i^t banish this 
from your mind," said the woman, in a freer voice ; " I 
heard Giacomo became duke, and you his consort." 
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Gfulo, the hereditary prince/' reamed Madalena, 
ttnd'my bridegroofii, died suddenly on the morning of 
the day on which our nuptials were to have been cele^ 
brated, it was said, in consequence of apoplexy, after a 
cold bath. Giacomo became heir to the dukedom/ and 
I his bride and his wife. What at first seemed happiness 
only tended to augment my ^misery. It-was then I began 
to feel the fall weight of my loss ; the sin of -having per- 
mitted the miserable child to be rejected appeared to me 
in^ the blackest colours, I dared not relate the circum- 
stance to Giacomo, whose fury would have burst forth in 
an uneztinguishable flame. I was forced to bear the 
whole weight, {6 close my mouth, and to seal the avenues 
of my bleeding heart. My melancholy distanced the 
duke ; my silence seemed to indicate sin against him. 
Heaven punished me by barrenness ; and he desired an 
heir for his sceptre. Oh, if he knew how the heir of his 
ducal mantle was thrown out into the cold night and 
pitiless torrent! Love was soon extinguished; confidence 
vanished ; our marriage was hell ; and thus has Ma- 
dalena for the crime of two minutes, in neither of 
which she was mistreiss of her senses, dragged during 
twenty years,* a chain moistened and rusted by tears of 
anxiety." 

The lady sank deeper in her chair, and seemed to pierce 
the veil which gently covered her. The negress prayed 
by her side, and vowed to compensate for her negligence 
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by a fidelity equal to that she had bora the old dache«B» 
who had ransomed her for a large sum from the hands of 
a {Kratical captain. 

Let every one guard against adautting even the small* 
eat particle of sin into his breast for the shortest period. 
Sin almost always enlarges its power, and acquires an 
uncontrollable dominion over him who but once does so , 
and bears every succeeding day a new brood of conup- 
tion, which undermines that fabric which ventured to 
harbour it for one moment ; and never rests until it has 
destroyed the whole frame. 

This was the situation of Duke OtacDmo»-^lo8tin crime 
and its growing generation, melancholy, and a dark 
frenzy, united in him, and procreated envy, hypocnsy* 
hatred, treachery, and murder, which brought on him the 
curse of his maker. 

He was l»ooding over new crimes on an immense 
soj^a ; his swollen eyes, with the red fire of hia cheek, 
denoted the approaching storm, and the spirit of darimesa 
raised his hair on end. Vasaldo stood motionless beside 
his lord, breathing on him the infernal vapour of Satan, 
listening to the propositions of darkness, and; like a. 
second Mephistocles, rejoicing in the evils he might 
accomplish. 

The duke was driven to the last. Pride, covetousness 
of power, and jealousy, assailed him like so many fuiieSt 
encircled with vipers ; he had come to the last point ; a 
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dark {irecipioe lay belbie and behind him; not one ray of 
light pointed oat a safe path, and he abandoned himself 
to the wild and anxious power which mastered him, and 
led on his oorrapted senses. 

" It must come to a conclusion/' exclaimed he, raising 
himself suddenly ; " yes, even before this day is passed. 
Should blood and death hang on the chains which en- 
circle me, they must all o<Mne down — all, that the rising 
sun may find me unsullied. The idea of three glorious 
* deeds, rich in consequence, depending on one minute, is 
charming in itself, how much more so must the reality be ? 
When the tower clock strikes twelve, we will admit the 
French aimy through the gateway in the rock ; their ad- 
vanced guard will clear the valley before them; the 
secret passage is unknown to the garrison — ^unknown to 
this proud general of the north. Let the deaf and dumb 
man be the instrument, he cannot chatter, and cannot 
listen ; give him the keys for the admittance of our real 
friends. Let him conduct the bravest men to the apart- 
ments of Count lieben, where he may either meet with 
death or captivity. The same hour which admits them 
shall see \ls escape,— -you, myself, and the Princess 
Giovanna, we will hasten from the danger that would 
encircle us. We shall find protection in the rear of the 
army imtil eveiy thing is decided here." 

" And tl^e duchess Y* said Vasaldo, doubtfully. 

Dark clouds overspread Giacomo's countenance. He 
uttered his words slower and with great precaution. 
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" This duchess has suddenly disappeaied, — ^is dead !" 
said he. Lost in the flight, like the Creusa of ^neas ! 
Acciident .may confinn. this. assertioD, and our contem- 
poraries, lost in the extraordinary revolutions of the times, 
will' not waste their time in clearing up the fate of a 
.woman. She shall renuun here. She shall meet with 
■that . death she is incessantly, solidtting. Order the sah^ 
terraneous caverns to. be (^ned ; as soon as the night 
Approaches I will myself, give the fiutheri commands on 
the subject." 

He waved his hand, and. Vasaldolefl the room. The 
duke laid back on his soj^a, lost in reflections and 
dreams of future bliss; and satiated his heart in the anti- 
cipation of bis enjoyments. Such agreeaUe dieamtf some* 
times fall to the lot of vice ; but it is an odorifei!Ous nose- 
gay, in which are hidden poisoned jfruits and vipers^ as 
punishments for over avidity ; th^demons stsind beside the 
joyful . sinner, ready to. seize him when arrived 9X the 
summit of his delusion. 

, Meanwhile the trembling pri^ners stpod in the anti- 
room of the couit-martial, surrounded by guards, with 
death in their countenance, and whose strange language 
greatly augmented' their torments. Among them was 
Dominika, the negiess. The examinations wjBie dosed, 
and the presence of the general only was wandng to 
pronounce his judgment; and he at that moment entered, 
in piilitary stateliness, armed from head .to foot. 

/< Was.thaC the general 1" asked Domiaikai treqibling 
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in evetj limb as he passed by'^lier. " Is it that young 
black-headed man, with the golden chain on his neck?" 
: " Why are you sd particular in your question, yon 
night raven?" said the corporal who commanded the 
guard. " Yes, it. is the general; our pride, and your 
deitnietioii." 

" And the chain is part of the decoration of some 
Older of knighthood, or ■ V* said she. 

" How shotild I know, you inquisitiye child of dark> 
ness V* returned the corporal, astonished. *' It is not 
belonging to any Aussian order; it may be the gift 
of some foreign, court, or a' prize, conquered from the 
Turks." 

The negress resumed her former silence,- wrapt in 
thought; The prisoners' were- ordered in.^ The long* 
table .was occupied by the 'principal officers of the gar- 
lisoA ; at the upper end sat Aleziew Ton Lieben, reading 
a letter from the duchess. The sentence resounded death 
to all — the negress excepted, in consequence of urgent 
intercession. The sentence acted on the different minds 
as the call of the trumpet wUl act upon millions of reisus- 
citating sinners on the last day; of judgment. The cords 
of the prisonersi were tightened, and they were hurried. 
out of the door, which.for them became the gate of death. 

Dominika remained alone, and^inclined herself befbre- 
the general, who descended and took her hand. 

** You have been. in the service of the family' of the. 
duke, and I am certain that love alone actuated you to 
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take a part in this biudiiesa/* taid he mildly to her. 
" You are free ; but I advise you to remain in the castle« 
The duchess is surety for you, let that be your strongest 
chain, if a human soul inhabits your black exterior, and 
if ingratitude has not fallen to. thy lot. 

The woman had fixed her eyes stedfastly on the 
eommander. " Why do you thus staie at me V* said he. 

" It is a great and wonderful likeness 1" relied Domt^ 
nika. " And your goodness to me," said she immedi- 
ately, ** so rarely found among the inhabitants of the 
north/' 

« I am not of the north," answered Alexiew : *< Italy 
is my native country. 

** Italy 1" exclaimed the woman, and rivetted her fiery 
ejres on the golden chain. The count looked astonished 
at the enchanted negress, who, seeming to recollect her- 
self, carefully extracted from the fohis of her stays a fine 
piece of paper, which she presented to Alexiew, and 
said : " You gave me my life ; perhaps this may prove a 
present worthy my gratitude; it is at all events a proof of 
my sincerity." 

The general started. The letter contained the most 
detailed account of the approaching treason, with the 
assertion of the duke's participation in the whole project, 
prdsing his co-operation, and the advice he had given 
concerning the murder of Count Lieben, which seemed 
to be planned in imitation of that of the noUe and heroic 
Wallenstein, by the treacherous Deveroux. 
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" WoinaD» your gratitade is worthy of acceptance, 
and your reward riiall be proportionate. Schonyalof and 
PotockL" 

The aides-de'Camp approached. < 

** Conduct this woman to my room yoniaelTes, and let 
so one communicate with her." 

" How V* said the anxious Domimka. " Rather send 
<me to the duchess. I must speak, and the message I 
may return with will not but be acceptable to you." 

" You may perhaps be ui the right/' said Aleziew, 
smiling. " I also expect something of the kind." 

" Then you already know all V stammered Ibsth the 



" No, no!" answered the count. " But my hopes 
aie gieat. The battle begins to rage in the valley, and 
heavy balls strike the foot of the rock. You shall be 
guarded for your own security until' every thing is pre- 
{»aied. Yon may then go to the duchess." 

Dommika left the room. The general then resumed his 
seat. He informed his officers of the plot ; his plan was 
■Don conceived, and every one had his post assigned him. 
The detachments in the plain were ordered to retreat and 
enter the town — ^lonely cannon balls sainted from time 
to time the approaching enemy. The grenadiers received 
the command to station themselves at the gates; the 
cavalry para4ed the principal streets in numerous bodies; 
while an aj^Aiently disorderly assemblage of Cosaks 
9tnd other Asiates filled the streets leading to the secret 
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passage. Behind these was posted a train of light attil- 
lery. Arms, 'swords, and helmets met the eye wherever 
it turned, as the last ray of the sun departed from the 
chapel steeple. 

Thus night was ushered in — a profound silence predo- 
minated in the wing of the palace occupied by the ducal 
family ; fdr it seemed to have courted slteep long before 
the usual hour^ On the opposite wing every thii^ was 
alike earned on with the utmost secresy/ which formed 
ja more dreadful contrast with' the scenes which were 
to ensue. ' - " 

' ' lieutenant-Colotiel Schouvaldfs detachmi^nt marched 
in funeral order and silence into the subterraneous pas- 
sage'; and Captain Potocki guarded with another detach- 
ment every avenue leading to the apartmezits of General 
Lieben. 

Park, clouds appeared on the horiaon,. the flaming 
brightness of solitary lightnings reflected on the hunierous 
Wndows of the palace, and gave the whole the distant 
appearance of a tremendous conflagration. 
. The valorous Aleziewliad also bowed in 'subnassioB 
to self-delusion, the ruling goddess bfthe earth ; he com- 
pelled himself to forget the tremendous hourifrhicfa placed 
him either on the pinnacle of glory of in his gra^e ; — 
he cast a yeil over the image of his reason, and sought 
happiness at the very gate of destruction. He .led a 
Httle before midnight the greyheiaded Colonel Golo#nin, 
the conmiander of the artiIle'ty,*whom he honoured as hia 



ALEXIEW VON LIEBEH. 283 

father and his tutor in arms, through the half illumined 
galleries of the church. The old man j who was thinking 
of nothing but preparations for war, beheld with the ut- 
most astonishment the folding doors open, and the priest 
habited in his official lobes stand beside the altar on 
which were burning several candles, and before which 
was kneefing a virgin in a resplendent dress, with a crown 
of myrtle on her head : the old warrior crossed himself, 
and pronounced the name of the lord to cause the enchant- 
ment, which he imagined surrounded him, to vanish. 

** You have oftenofficiatedasa father tome, Golownin," 
•said Alexiew; " and I will not, therefore, take the most 
solemn step of my life without you. She who is kneeling 
before the altar is Giovanna, tibe niece of the duke ; in 
two minutes she will be my wife. Ask not one question, 
&ther! Look on as a witness for the world, and pray 
Heaven will then pour its blessing on the transaction. 

" The Lord is everywhere present!" said the old 
soldier, nodding his head, and devoutly folding his rough 
hands. 

Alexiew approached the altar, and the priest began 
the ceremony. A white cloth was bound, according to 
the Russian custom, round the entwined arms of the 
bride and bridegroom, and the melodious voice of the 
priest seemed to promise them happiness and honour. 

Hie count now led the trembling lady into the nave of 
the church, and presented her to the colonel. " To 

ccl^ 
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your post now, General Pa^pa," added he, smiling. "I 
will speak to my bride for ote short quarter of an hour, 
and will then join you." 

Giovanba's hand treibbled violently in that of her 
husband as he spoke these words, and she threw her arms 
round bis neck. 

" Now, Aleziew, I am thine V* said she, with emo- 
tion. ,'* I am thine alone^ in this immefisnreable world 1 
Since I have loved thee I h&ve lost mytelf j your reason 
directed me, yon were the object of all my momenta. 
Think of that, whether you are resting in my arms or 
^engaged in &e bloody camp. My life is ^nothing without 
thee, and would sink ivith thine." 
^ The count kissed away the tear stealing ,down the 
cheek of his bride. ' * Do you believe me.a senseless stoic V* 
answered he» jocularly, " who could pass neg^gently by 
a table fit for his gods 1 No,, my Giovannal I know whvt 
X received in you, and with you ; and my life is become 
Invaluable ; and futurity a paradise, whose detights pro- 
mise eternal happiness. Fear not for me ! You |ue my 
companion, and will strengthen me in the field of battle. 
.You stand secure in life ! The wife of .Count Lieben is a 
4tanctuary inviolable here ', wherever the banners of Russia 
are unfurled, you will find friends and protectors." 

** What can all these be to me, when all I love is 
absenll Love enjoys but one thing ; friendship and hatred, 
pleasure and pain, heaven and hell, sink together in love 
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foit€to» aloQd I O letme followtbrough storms anddesertsr^ 
tbiougfa^heat and cold-r-let me follow you as your groom ; 

for if you leave, all will vanish before me, and • — " 

Alexiew laid his hand thoughtfully oh his breast; and 
then raised it to heaven. Rely here, and rely there! 
The most precious gift of the father above is that which 
he has bestowed. on man, in the power of resisting the 
attacks of fortune* If he remains faithful to himself, 
nought can overcome Jiim— -whether swords or.' chains. 
'He alone is a king^ on earth who can command his pas- 
sions, and remain free among thousands of slaves. The 
bond of our life is seated: you are mine,' I am yours; 
.theiein lies a chann, which guards us against every attack. 
•Theymay take what they pleaase here, we remain inviolab4e ; 
and this bold and stedfast heart, and this uncurbed arm, 
is youi; protection, until one whom none 'can' resist breaks 
-the fojmer, and overcomes the latter." 

They embraced each other with the utmost tenderness, 
.when they wete disturbed by the ^iproach of footsteps. 
The deaf "and dumb Xuca. entered breathless, and fell 
.ezbltusted on the marble stones before the. count His 
•attitudes varied as the colours of the cameleon ; eveiy 
member gesticulated; and^ngfcrs, and arms, and lips, 
4lia4« innuBlerable signs, aocompsmied by the inost painful 
tones. Giovanna observed him with attention, and evinced 
more and more anxiety, 

" Savd, Alexiew I" exclaimed she, at last. ** Save ! 
the duchess is in the most imminent dangeri She has'been 
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seised and bouad by maskt, if I rightly undentaad that 
unfortunate before us ; he fears th^ aie muiderers — ^tbe 
duke himself — " She could no longer ctrntinue, but 
concealed her face. Alexiew pessed her hand, seized 
Luca> raised him from the ground, and hastily lefit the 
chvich. 

The Du^e Giacomo was descending into the bosom of 
his rocks, on broad hollow sounding stone stq», roonding 
along black and danq» coxridors^ He was accompanied 
hy the goaler, a bald-headed servant of the femily, irbo 
carried a burning torch in one hand, and a large bondi 
of keys in the other; long passages opened in emj 
direction before them. They entered one of the daikett, 
in which decayed monumoits attracted the looks of the 
prince. 

" What are -these old inscriprions/' asked h^, ia an 
under tone, for his voice resounded frightfully in die tre- 
mendous vaults. 

" Iliey are remii48censes of those who have been exe- 
cuted or have otherwise died in these prisons ;" answered 
the old man. " The light of the sun never more shone 
upon their eyes, nor did the comforts of the communion 
or confession extend to them."' 

ThQ didce wrapped himself closer in his large mantk 
and c<Mitinued. Several small iron doors on each side of 
the passa^ stood open, and displiiyed the narrow giaycs 
which received them. A white skeleton, hung indiains, 
startled the duke. 
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** That is tbe famous Master of the' Hone of Como/' 
Baid the castellan, with indifference, " who is reported 
to hare had some love tale .with your great-great-grand- 
mother, and was im^soned here by order of her husband. 
Some time after the court fled at the approach of an 
enemy ; the master was forgot^ and died of hunger, in his 
little cabinet.'' 

- " Is it long since' any of these apartments have been 
. occupied 1" said the duke. 

" Only once^since. I can remember/' replied the gaoler. 
*\ He was a foreign counsellor, who was confined here at 
the request of some distant court ; but he soon after died 
of a fever." 

They had now azriyed at an immense- folding door > 
the locks creaked with rust,, and an immense apartment 
poured forth damp stifling vapours on the intruders. 
V We are at the place ; this is the hall of the tender 
Tiigin.' 

A black range of columns extended on every side ; the 
ceiling was grey ; an owl shot past the man, and fixing 
at the highest pillar, observed them with fiery eyes. - In 
the walls were recesses, half concealed by mouldering' 
pieces of curtain ; instruments of torture where hinging 
in them, consisting of .screws, racks, ladders, pindiers, 
and whips. 

The gaoler conducted the duke to the upper end of the 
hall, where stood a large image of the mother of God». 
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executed in wood, with a crown on her head, and her 
araiB extended against die wall. 

" Put the machinery in motion/* commanded the duke ', 
and the castellan sazed an old log of wood laying on the 
floor, and pressing it against the richly cut bosom of the 
virgin, at the same time stood on a wooden step just 
before the statue. A confused rattling took place, as of 
heavy wheels and steel springs, and the figure suddenly 
closed her arms round the log. The castellan left the 
step, and showed the prince, with diabolical triumph, 
the hidden knives and points in the arms and breast of 
the virgin ; pointed out their effects on the log of vrood, 
and discovered to him the trap-door, which used to re- 
ceive the lovers of the tender lady as they were termed, 
and hurried them to all eternity. 

" And where does diis lead to V* asked the duke, tnnuag 
away with horror. The bald-headed man led him to the 
opposite end of the room. He loosened a bolt, and a 
laige stone plate disappeared, and a dark unfathomable 
grave opened to their view. By the light of the tordi 
they djaoovered iron hooks, and innumerable swords; and 
heard, at an immense depth, the roaring of a tublerm- 
neotts torrent. A colossal crucifix stood on one aide. 

" Herein no bone remains entife," said the guide* 
unconcerned ; " and the hidden torrent conducts the re- 
mains to the sea. The soul may save itself by a prayer 
at the loot of this crueifix ; for the old lords, although 
severe, were pious." 
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The duke remained wmpt ia thought on the edge of 
the precipice, into which he looked from time to time. 
A cold shivering s^zed him. He turned away, and 
shook his head. A warning angel had touched him with 
fait silveiy wing, but his hardened heart scarcely felt the 
touch, and disdained the warning. 

" Down with meicy !" exclaimed he, seizing his own 
bfeast* Down ye tales of fooUsh childhood ; . she is cri* 
minaL My life or her's is in the soale. My happiness 
and her death are .the work of one moment. Man 
mutt provide for himself in an inimical world ; he must 
destroy, if he covets power and dominion. Giacomo ! 
conquer the weakness of mere custom ; eye ! be a basilisk ; 
my heart I be firm as granite. Beyond that minute bios-' 
KOms a paradise* in the midst of which stands the young 
and blooming Giovanna." 

A rustling descended along the passages* . The duke 
approached the door. Several men in maski brought ia 
the duchess, whose face was covered with a thick veil ; 
several spearmen foUowed. The duke laid the lady on 
the ground, and uncovered her faoe^ She mechanically 
rose en her knees. 

<' In the name of the Holy Virgin !" exclaimed she, 
lookingat the duke, and then at the other figures. '* Where 
am 1 1 wkj am I dragged hither V* 

"To die!" answered the duke, hoarsely, staring 
wildly, and V7r^;»pin^ himself still closer in his mantle* 



** To didl". said sfaie, faintly. " What crisie have I 
CMJamittedr* . 

** You are a living prayer book P' answered the man 
of sin, with the sqom of all hell marked on- his counte- 
nance. ** I will now open you that gate you longed so 
much to see." 

** But why am I to diet" stammered the kneelihg 
lady. " Why must I die unabitolved, and without pai« 
taking of the holy sacrament i Whom have I ever in- 
jured in my life? I have sinned against myself alone. 
I have tortured, robbed, or plundered none but myself." 

Giacomo approached her, and a flush such us announces' 
the irruptions of Vesuvius covered his sunken features. ' 
** Thy evil conscience, marked on thy countenance of sm 
is thy accuser, witness, and judgment. I accuse thee of 
adultery and sinful lust, and continual recurrence to your 
past sins ! Yen are the poison of ray life, a sirocco which 
destroys me by degreies. Therefore I despatch you in self 
defence, while it is time to save my existence." 

" Merciful father above !" said she, " be thou my 
vntness ! — ^Man of fear, what did you say 1 Your ac- 
cusation shall fall back upon yousself !" — She rose from 
the ground, and stretching her head foi ward said, " You 
ought also to lament, what I lament. I deplore the loss 
of the child of my heart, the blossom of our sisfol love. 
I lament thine and my child ; and you will bury the in- 
consolable modier aUve !" 
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' The duke looked .wildly at :her. Suddenly « ever^ 
member became animated. An incompatible futy evinced 
it in the contraetibn of his face^ and the rolling of his 
fiery eyes. 

" Woman ! " roared he,' "is that "your repentance, your 
disquietude, and your penitence. — A secreted bastard 1 — 
A muxdered breed of sin ! — ^A deceived lover and hus- 
band. — ^Ha ! my crown, my — '■ , what can lerehge 

thee sufficiently ! Away with thee, pity ! awayj mercy ! 
— ^Down with her > a look on her crucified Saviour must 
suffice." ' 

The tyrant seiiiBd the trembling, fainting lady in his 
arms, flung her toihe masked meni and the defenceless 
sacrifice, was dragged to the opened precipice. / ^ 

At that inbmenr the sound of weapons and human 
steps were heard along the passages. ' The duke listened. 
The door which had shut itself opened, and'AIexiew von 
Liebeu, acoompainied by Potocki, entered, breathless. 
The speannen drew up in a line along the wall, and the 
masks laid their burden in terror on the floor. ■ Casting 
a rapid glance round the hall, the young hero advanced' 
towards the duke, and seized his arm. — ** Dukei" said^ 
he, with haste, " you are ruining yourself. You excite- 
the anger of the warrior against you, as a friend of the 
enemy, and the man as a tyrant and murderer. What 
are you doing hero, in such a place, and at such a time!'* 
• ' Giacomd boldly'looked at the count. " I am observing 
the custom of my ancestors and pronouncing judgment,** 
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792 ALEX»W VON LIBBBN. 

amwered he iionicaUy ; " and fo% alone can pveemne to 
distofb and enter upon tuch scenes**' 

" The duchess 1" said Alejoew, with increased vehe- 
menoe. 

f* Shall die the death of a criminal !'' letorted the duke. 

** Never ! never!" said the count, nannghis voice. He 
let the bailNuian go, flew to the fainting ladj, raised h^r 
in his arms, and pushed the masks from him. Giacomti 
gave a sign, the spearmen sunk their sharp weapons, and 
evinced their delight at hathing their murderous hands 
in the blood of the hated foreigner. They had already 
advanced towards the general, when the Herculean 
Potocki seised the duke round the body> and bore him to 
the precipice. 

" Halt I" said his stentorian voiee ; which resounded 
in every comer. " Advance but one st^, and I wiH 
dash your prince into this abode of horror." 

The duke shridced and caUed them back, as a serpent 
winding in the arms of a Hercules. The guards stopped, 
and drew back their spears, and immediately a o(damn 
of cuirassiers, conducted by Luca, who had followed by 
coinmiand of Lieben, entered ; their bright swords shivered 
the spears of the Italians in a twinkling. Potocki tore 

the duke^s dagger from his side, while Alexiew, with 
the assistance of Lucai carried the duchess to aa old 
worm-eaten chair. 

A deep silence succeeded the portentous mom0$L 
The general placed himself in the centre of the hall, and 
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conit<}ered the treit^ling sinnets. The iBftqiments of 
punishment hung on eveiy column, and in every lecess ; 
the eyes of bis followexs waited his command alone; 
but his looks turned from the tools of barbarity. 

" Captain/' said he, with dark presentiments> " the 
duke is your prisoner ; conduct him to his apartments ! 
All his troops are to be disajrmed, and those that w&e 
found here, to be thrown into the prisons of the galley 
slaTes." 

The household had been summoned by the increasing 
noise. The attendants surrounded the duchess, who had 
returned to life, and took her in their aims, breaking 
forth in execrations. The black ludl emptied itself hy 
degrees. The disarmed duke followed, grinding his 
teeth, accompanied by the captain, whose eye watched 
every movement, and whose manly step contrasted with 
the light walk of the humbled prisoner. 

Count lieben had scarcely entei-ed his apaiment, whea 
the corporal of the guaid announced one of the masks, 
who desired most particularly to speak with him, as he 
had important commuieations to make. The prisoner 
was usheied in, and Sir Giulo Vasaldo discpveied him- 
self in the dark dress of his mask. The man of fear 
approached, like the hedgehog rolled up in a ball ; his 
countenance indicated reanimated hope, and his moatb 
and eyes winked incessantly. His looks were cast on 
the ground, and now and ^en a lonely glance waa thrown 
at the warrior, who stood before him. 
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. . "'Weil, what is all this V said the general, at last, 
with impatience. 

, " You are in anger, my general/' began the knight, 
encouraged by the look of the count, ** and justly so. 
Fate has conducted, you to a house where the walls 
speak the language of blood, and the caverns repeat 
the sighs of the murdered. I am acquainted with the 
history of the house,, and entered its service with fear. 

** And what has that to do with the present ciicum- 
staiices?" said the count. 

. * ' It is the commencement of my defence ; that you may 
not inrolve the guiltless instrument with the guilty will," 
returned Vasaldo, humbly. 'V The -duke Qiacomo is a 
tremendous man. His ax^er is as a storm, his nveii^e 
as the lightning. He knows but one law — his pleasure. 
His subjects were constrained servants of his passions. 
He also obtained the ducal throne by blood, like several 
•f his ancestors. As the son of a younger bnfther, he 
lived on the goodness of the old duke at the court. A 
similar fate had brought the Princess Madalena thither. 
A similarity.of condition endeared them to each other ; 
both loved, and the orange groves and the weeping wil- 
lows of the garden were the sole^witnesses of their oaths 
and happiness. . The hereditary prince always cast his 
eyes on the lovely Madalena, and his parents approved of 
his choice. Whether intentionally or by accident. Prince 
Giacomo was'sent to a forogn army preparing for war. 
He remained there many months; I became his confidtot» 
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imd the messenger of his love to its object. Madalene 
mourned; the Prince Giulo prepared to celebrate his 
marriage with splendour, which brought the whole coun- 
try into motion, but an illness of the bride postponed the 
day. She recovered, and the marriage was publicly 
announced for such a time. On the previous day Prince 
Giacomo arrived suddenly at court, in the disguise of a 
Lazaroni. His features were altered, his voice hoarse, 
and his expressions hasty, and I wondered much at the 
change which had been operated in the wild and vigorous 
youth ; I discovered murder in his dark eyes." 

" You know not all," said he, almost frantic. " My 
wife cannot become that of another. I owe her deliverance 
even if my soul and salvation are the price V . 

" Gold and promises soon procured among the servants 
of the duke two men, who undertook the business, and 
Prince Giulo drank, on the morning of the celebration of 
his marriage^ a poison which freed him from all the evils of 
that state : his state bed was prepared de^ in the princely 
sepulchre." 

" Horrible!" exclaimed Alexiew. " But bad seeds 
never produce good fruit." 

" Giacomo became duke, and Madalenaduchesawhen 
the old man died of grief for the loss of his only son,'' 
continued Vasaldo ; " buthappness was not the lotef sin^ 
and discoid was the messenger of the heavenly vengeancdi 
Their marriage was unfruitful, which caused him to be 
melancholy, leUbh, and abandoned* He sought 
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in continua] .' change ; : his desiies overstepped all the 
bounds of nature. ' The hour. of .his judgment is at hand. 
You are the. angel, with theifiery sword, who drives him 
from his imaginary paradise ; while Vasaldo rejoices that 
he will be delivered from the chains that bind him 
through your generosity, and delivers the proof of the 
sincerity of his inteaitions." . . 
,'T The' hypocrite delivered some letters and papers, in 
which the general found the entire confirmation of the 
treachery of the duke. Alexiew thoughtfully folded up 
the papers' when he had read them* 
' ' "What you herewith inform me of. Sir Giulo," said 
he, coldly, was no longer a secret to me. My comrades 
await but. the signal to hurl destruction on the enemies 
which yourself and your lord had prepared. I thank you 
for your good intentions ; .but a sf^vere examination will 
soon distinguish between humanity and the hypocrisy 
of a. moment of danger. You remain a prisoner, sir 
knight, until the approaching day .clears Up . the mys- 
tery that envelopes the whole : and until 'yQur- duke 
stands' with you before the commander in chief, to 
whom I intend sending you, in the .course of a very few. 
hours.'' ' ♦ 

, Vasaldo trembled, but soon icomposed himself, for the 
haidened sinner can keep on .his.inask until he arrivte at 
the veiy gateis of hell.— Count lieben took his helmet 
from. the table, laid it on his black-headed curls, aiKd 
fastened it under his chin ; he drew his large sabre fitMB 
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'hit scabbard, and tried the ih^rp.edge ; a'caanonshot 
thundered along' the walls of the . fottuess. . A Cosack 
:soon :after. entered. 

. " Several bombs have been thrown, general/' said he. 
.'^ I am to inform yon from tiie Lieutenant-Colonel 
Schouyalof, that it is the time ; that the advanced guanl 
of the enemy have surrounded the gates. Will you put 
.on your breastplate? shall I order your horse 1" He seized 
the breastplate, but Aleziew said to him, " We must 
yet wait a moment. Order the cavalry to mount. Desire 
•Captain Potocki to bring the duke hither." 

He wrote .and sealed several letters in haste. ** No, I 
4are not constitute myself judge here !" said he, when be 
bad done. " The monarch alone can decide.- It is the 
4uty of every one to prevent sin, and bind the hand of the 
pinner; but to pronounce judgment, without being called 
thereto by the fathef of all mankind, would be presump- 
tion. But thou invisible and incompiehenuble- spirit 
above, why dost thou place so many sins and crimes in 
my way 1 Why must my. youthful eye behold such num- 
bers of sinners who embitter this life 1 Am I thereby to 
be warned, that man is naturally inclined to evil -, bom 
from the dust of the earth, the property of the demons 1 
Is it thus? Answer me thou oracle above the stars ! And 
is .then death not delightful in its prospects -, an heavenly 
gate to freedom ; the victory of him who is tired.; wbov^ 
like the thrown cavalier, strikes the overwhelming giaai 
from beneath TV 




298 ALEXIEW VON LIBBEH. 

He rose from his seat, and walked hatdly round the 
room. " I must be gone/' ezdaimed he hastily. " I 
must go into a life of action which will save the sofol 
fiom the overwhelming power ^ which here attacks it. 
These walls seem to totter ; these vaults are on the point 
of destruction ; every figure on the tapestiy becomes ani- 
mated ; the sceptre, and swords in their hands menace 
me, and seem as if driving me hence with their looks. 
Prepare the signal Schouvalof, I must seek peace in the 
bloody conflict of the night." 

Aleziew seised his aims/ and was .rushing out of the 
room, when he met Potocki with the duke. He recol- 
lected himself, fetched a deep sigh, and returned. The 
€Bice of the duke glowed viith heUish fire. 

" Leave us, captain V* said Aleziew ; and turning to 
the duke, after a pause, he thus began : " my lord duke. 
We see eadi other most likely fbr the last time ia this 
worlds I know your heart and your doings, and dare 
not raise the deep v^ which co¥ers both. You and all 
that belong to you are traitors to us ; here lay the proofs. 
Your own confidant accuses you of ^ murder (tf your 
cousin Gittlo. I myself shattered your attempt on the 
Kfe of the duchess ^ crimes suffiiaent to awake your judges 
in eveiy christian oountiy» 

" Where are these judges t" said Giacomo, clenchmg 
his fist. " At Rome alone is the tribunal to whom my 
equals are answerable ; but power and the right of the 
sword have ever spumed the holiest bonds.*' 
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'' Yon > cannot ' complain of injustice,'' : inteitnpt-^ 
ed Aleziew coldly, " the greatest monarch m Europe 
shall be jour judge. What I ,am doing is but providing 
for ray personal safety. ^ Your, regiments are disban'ded> 
and shall be conducted to their respective homes. Youri 
self must ascend your travelling carriage this very hour 
and proceed to head quarterd. Your .fate depends on 
your silence and acquiescence. I will have nothing 
further to do with you ; and that you may not be an 
objectof derision to yourpeople, I return you your dagger." 
c; Alexiew handed him the. weapon, which the duke 
eagerly seized. 

, - ",And now the last word ; in which I vnll explain 
the reason of my deference to you ! I lOved your niece 
Giovanna ; she loved me, and she .became my wife l3m 
night at the altar of ypur church. Your ne|^ew begs 
you to believe that he is butperCorminghisduty ; the 
general warns you tiot to hate or much less covet the 
property of another, or to tremble before his just resent- 
ment. 

Saying this, Aleziew turned roimd in order to arm^ 
himself completely ; while satanic p^n evinced itself on 
the countenance of the du]be. 

. f* The man isi a rascal !" roared he,. nearly suffocated 
by the blood that rushed to.hiS head ; '* who, when arms 
are>in his hand, suffers himself to be comiaanded where 

he is lord!"' . • * 

Saying that, he diewhis dagger and approached the 
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eonmU " Mufderer !'^ exdaimed Aiensw, ob fiediog 
himaelf ¥POUiided in the fthoulder ; his sword flanMd like 
lightning thnmgh the air, shiveied the duke's weapon 
in pieces, and bathed its hroad point deep in his Uack 
hlood. 

The jBzdamation and clash of aims was heard by 
the attendants of the geHetal, who thronged in through 
the ibUing doors; at the same moment another dow 
<^ned, throng^ which entered the Duchess Madalena» 
accompanied by Gio^anna, Dominika, and Luca. She 
no sooner saw the weapons than she hurried between the 
antagonists. 

" Swords and battle i" said she. " O stop ! Giacomo, 
he is your son f Alexiew, he is thy father, and I am thy 
unhappy mother." All approached and fonned a circle* 
Aleziew retreated, and his hand, in which lay the bloody 
weapon, sunk motionless. 

' It is the chain, your ornament ! See here I" cried the 
negress, and fell on her knees. "I am she who first 
bore you in her arms ; therefore forgive me the evils I 
helped to accumulate on you." 

" Away from me you lying woman !" said the count 
in tenor. " Truth is horrible." 

Giovanna and the duchess embraced him. '* Will 
you not be my son V* asked Madelena tenderly. ** I 
owe you my life ; but love reconciles every ^thing, and 
maternal affection is more than every thing.'* 

" Yes i" said Alexiew unconsciously pressiog both to 
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his breasU " Yei> you aie mine, I kpew it ; I felt it 
before. Bvthedoeinot! Giacomocannotbe my father." 

** He is, ae tiuly as theie it a lord in heaven 1 " returned 
the ducheu. 

"Then I am an outcant from the grace of God!" 
stammeved Aleziew* "Mother, thy erime extends to 
both son and grandson. Look there! thy sin has made 
me a parridde, and on my dear forehead will bum an 
ererlasting eursa." 

Every eye tnmed on the spot on whichh is trembling 
hand pointed. The duke had sustained himself in an 
arm chair, but death already spread lus banner over him ; 
the dagger lay before him, and he beheld and heard what 
was passing around. 

" Woman's lies," said he now. " I acknowledge him 
not; and curse my murderer." 

A stream of blood followed his exertion, and he 
Bank a corpse on the floor. Madelena accompanied his 
fall with a shriek of horror ; and was with difficulty with- 
lield by Giovanna from falling beside him. 

Two loud peals of the cannon thundered in &e town ; 
the drums beat, and the trumpets sounded before the 
palace. The whole staff of the general entered Ae 
room, and messages were brought from every quarter 
announcing that the enemies had commenced to storm 
the town. Alexiew pressed his forehead with his left 
hand as if anxious to collect his spirits -, his right grasped 
his sword. He approached the ladies, embraced them both, 
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and said hastily, " TimeifrgeB ! Woman of my soulj fate 
has abeady prepared our yaiious lots ; I may be spared for 
thee, thou deaiest i If I must bear the punishment, and if the 
curse of my dying father takes effect I have still passed 
days, the days of my love, with yon, that will compensate 
for ages of pain. If thou art 'not'> destined to be my 
angel, be that of the broken heart of this tender mother. 
He turned away, his warriors followed him. G iovanna 
laid the duchess gently on &e ground, kneeled between 
the half expiring lady and the bloody' corpse, and fwayed 
for him who alone occupied her thoughts — ->^ 
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" One of tbeie tath is g«aias to the other." 

MfSMft Baumo^ of .Milan, who had fixed his fefidenoe 
pk Pisa, ask his retiini from Paiis, where he had (viiffsuad 
^faieatttdj of piiyaic, haviiig. a)eciuB]ilated> by indnrtiy 
MfA •ktrabftliiMarjl^ skill, a |pa4d^fi>rtiisiay jnanisd a yoang 
.vonaii of Fiaa» 4>f vciiy slender fiortuBe, and M^sriees 
and flMlheiioM ; by her he had three soas, and a dsngftser 
wihi^ \m dud tisse was married in Pisa ; the ridestson was 
likewise nanied, the yennger due was at-seheol ; the 
ouddle one, whose naitte was Laxanis, although gnat 
•ums had been spent ^arhis edacatlon, saade ncShiik^ 
of it ^ he. was natio^ idle and stu]^, of a sMir «id 
melancholy disposition ; a man of few woidi, and^^tif* 
nate to sach % degiee, ibat if once he had said to tA 
any thing, nothii^ upon earth covU make hiui altM' his 
mind. His (ather, finding htm so extMBDiply trouble-* 
some, determined to git rid of him, and sent him to a 
beontiAil estate he had iainly boughjk at a smadl distance 
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from town. There lie lived contented, more pioud of 
the society of clowns and clodpoles than the acquaint- 
ance of civilized people. While Lazarus was thus living 
quietly in his own way, there happened about ten years 
after a dreadful mortality in Pisa -, people were seized 
with a violent fever, they then fell into a sleep suddenly, 
and died in that stale. The disease wascalching ; Ba- 
silio, as well as other physicians, exerted their utmost 
skill, as well for their own interest as the general good ; 
but ill fortune would' have it that he caught the infection 
and died. The contagion was. such that not one indi- 
vidual of the ftonily escaped deiath, except an old w#nian 
aervaat. The ^raging disease having ceased .at last, 
JLazams was induoed.to return .to Pisa, Ivheie he inr 
herited the extensive ;estates and riches of his fatiMr. 
Maoy were the efforts made by the cBflbrent fomifies to 
indnce him to many their daughters, notwithstanding 
;they.weve awaie of his boorish disposition ; but nothing 
^•uldavttil.. He said he was resolved to wait four years 
befofe be Wotild, -many ;- so that his obstinate diepositioB 
being well knpwn, they ceased their impoitunities. 
Lazarus, intent,uix>n pleasing himself .alone, would not 
associate :with. any liwig soul. (There was,, however, 
ime.poor ml^n; named Gabtsel, .who lived in a sinall 
house opposite to him, with his im& Dame Santa» This 
pciot.f(Qllow was an excellent fisherman and birdH^tcber, 
made nets» .&c., and. what with that, and the assisteaoe 
of his wife, who spun, h^ made, shifb to keep his family, 
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consisting of two cfaildren, a boy of five»' and a girl of 
three years dU. Now it happened that this Gabriel was 
a perfect likeness of Lazarus ; both' were rdd- haired, had 
tbe simie length of beard, every feature, site, gait, and 
voice so perfectly aliJie, thai: one vrouM have sworn they 
were twins ; and had they both been dressed dlike/ cer^ 
taisly no one but wovld bav^ inistaken the one for the 
other; the wife. herself would have been deceived but 
fikr ' &e clothes, those of Lazarus being ' fine cloth> and 
her husband's of coarse wool of a different colour. La- 
zarus, observing this extraordinary resemblance, could 
not help fancying that there must be something in it, 
and began to familiarise himself with his society, sent 
his wife presents of eatables, wines, ^c, and oftm.inr 
vited. Gabriel to* dinner or supper with him,: and cou" 
▼ersedwith him. Gabriel, though poor and untai^^ht, 
was sltrcwd and sagacious; and knew well how to get on 
the blind side of any one ; he so humouied him, that at 
last Lazarus could not rest an instant without his cora^ 
pany. One day, after dinner, they 'entered into conver- 
sati<Hi on the subject of fishing, and the different modes 
of catching fish, and at last caxne to the ishing by diving 
wHh ««U net. fa.ttaed to the w^ «d «M ; «ad Ga- 
briel told him of the immense nnmbets^.Urge fish which 
were caught in that manner, inson^ilch that Lazarus be- 
came veiy anxious to know how one fcdiild fish diving, 
and begged of- him to let him see how:he jdid it* Upon 
v^iich Oabrttl said he wns very! vUlingj and it being a 
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t»t smufaer'n dafr tiwy nii^ht eAiQIy take Ae tfttk, if 
Im too were i;rilUi%. tixvnpg rim from table, GaMcl 
maicbed o6t, fetolied Ms nets, ftod aiway tbey weQt:/ 
They arrived on th^ botden of tiie Amid, hi « shady 
pjaoe Boriotrnded hf eldera ; tiiefe he requested Laxam^ 
to sit and look on. After strippitig, and fa/tbBmag the 
nets about him, he dived in the river, and bemg veiyt 
etpert at the spdrt, he soon rose again with eigbt or tei» 
fish of terrible sitt b his nets. Laatos conld not Ifamk 
how it was posnble to catdi se auuiy fish uiider wkter } 
it so astonished him, that he determined to try it fans* 
sdf. The day was bioiting hot, flind he thought it woirid 
cool him. By the assistsnce <if Gabrisl h« nadvessed^ 
and the latter conducted him in at a pleasam part of the 
shore, where (be water was scarcely kne<-deep. There 
he left him with nets, giving him diaige not to go ftrther 
than the stadie which he pointed out te him. Laan8» 
who had never before been in the water, was ddtf^ted 
at its coolness, and observing how often 6idiriel rose np 
with nets full of fish, bethought hilhseif, one must see 
undcDr as well as al)ove water, othet^visie it would be im- 
posnble to catch the fish in the dark ; tfaeeeftne, in ocder 
to ascMtain the point, without tiiinkiag of eonseqntnoss, 
he put his head under water, and dashed forward beyond 
the stake. Down he went like a* piece of lead ; not 
aware he should hold his breath, and knowing nothii^ 
of swiralning, he etniggM hard' to raise himself above 
the Butface. He'#as almost stifled with the water he 
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Had swaUwfipedy and w^ cafri^ away by 'the current* so 
that he: veiy shofrtly lost his- sena^s. Gabrielj who was 
very busy, catching^ a gteat deal ;of fish an a very good 
place, did not.caie to leaver jt; therefore poor Lazarus/ 
after ming hall dead two or th^^ times, sunk at la^l^ 
never io. me ag«^n.. G<abriel». aifter he had got as muck 
fish as he -thought would do for him, joyfully turned 
t9)a»d' to show Lazjirus. his spoi;t j he looked round and 
di4 not see him ; he then sought him everywhere, but 
not finding him, he became quite .alarmed, and terrified 
at the sight of the poor. fellow's cloliies that were laid on 
the bank. H^ dived, and sought the body,. and found i,t 
at, last driven by, the current on. the beach ;< at the sight 
he almost lost his senses ; he stqod motionless, not know- 
ing: what to do, for he feared, that in relating the truth 
people would think it was all a lie, and. that he had 
drowned him himself* in order to get his mo^y. Driven 
thus almost to despair,, a. thought struck himj,.and he det 
texmined to put it in, instant execution. ']['here was no 
witness to the fact, for every one was asleqp), it being the 
heat of the day ; he therefore topk. the fish, and put 
them safe in a basket, and lor that purpose took the dead 
body on his shoulderSi heavy as it.was, laid him on spme 
^ass, put his own breeches. on the, dead limbs, imtied 
the nets from his own arras, and tied them tight to the 
arms of the corpse* ' This: done, he took . hold of him, 
dived iQto the water, and tied .him fast with the n^,t^ to 
the^stake im^or water. lie then came on shore, s^PF^d 
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te Lauiw'i 4urt/ and aU hit Glolii«t» and «t«* Ui ftae 
shoes, and sat himsalf down on a ba&ki delsnuaiDg' to 
try his laefc tot in saving himattffioitt his parilow aitaa^- 
tion, and neit to tiy whether he might not, from his ex- 
trame HkensM to Lanros, maka bis fortans and Hm at 
ease* Being a bohi and sagacievs feliew» he ittnadi- 
ately nndertook the daring and dan gsia ns experimsnt, 
and began to cry out with all his night and main, "Oh! 
good peofde, help ! help ! ran and help the poor isher- 
man, who is drowning." He roared o«t so, thatatlvt 
die miller, who lived not fhr off, cane numisg widi I 
know not how many of his men. Gabriel spoke with a 
gmff Yoice, the better to imitate that «f Laxaras, and 
weepingiy related that t&e fishermaa, after ^nag and 
catching a good deal of fish, had gone aganij and that 
as he had been sdiove an hour under water be was afraid 
he was drowned ; they inquiring what part of the riter 
he had gone to, he showed them the stdce and plaes. 
The miHer, whacoukL swim very waD, rasfaed in towards 
the attfke, and fonnd the corpse, but being unable to 
extricate it from the^sti^ rose up again and cried oat, 
*< Oh \ yes he is dead sure enough, but I cannot get Imn 
up by myself :" upon which two others stripped, and got 
the body outi whose arms «ad Hmbs were Ikceratod by 
the nets, whidi (as they thought) had entangled him, 
and caused his death. The news being apiMd abroad, 
a priest came, the corpse was put ina coffin and eairied 
to a sraaM church, that it might be owned by the fionily 
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•f GakadL the dreadful nevn had alnady raached 
Pkw, aad ths unfiwtiiaate wife, wttk her wwyii i y chil4wpy 
came to the dnxscb^ and there faefaeldiiig her betovnl 
Iratba^, as she tfa0tt^t> sfas hung over ham; wvft, aob«* 
bad, tate her hair* and became afanost frantic^- itksomaoii 
that the bystandeia ware moved to teafs* Gabriel, who 
was a mott kviiig htu^afid and feLther, oonfai seaice ve^ 
fiaio from weejHog, and seeing the eztren»affiietion el 
hia wife,, came forward, keeping Laaanis'i bat oreor hie 
e3rei, and his handkerchief to his £Bce» as it wbdb to wipe 
away his tears, and approaching the widow, wdto teek 
him, aa well as others, fer Lazams, he said, in the hear- 
ing of aUthe people, f* Good weman, do not give way 
te saeh sorrow, raur weep se, for I will not fonaba yen.) 
aa it was to oblige me, and afibrd me pleasiira> that he 
teent a fishing to-day against his ineUnatsail, melhinfcs 
it is partly to me he owed his death, therefore I will ever 
be a friend to thee and thine ; all expensed idwlk'be pfedd> 
therefaite setom home and be ccmiforted^ ibc whUe TUve 
thou shalt never waitt ; and shoald i die^ I will laavd 
thee enough t0 make thee as conifortible as ai^ oi iky 
eqnaJB." Thua he went on, weeping aad sobb^f as if 
legcetting the loas of Gabriel, and really agottiaed by the 
diatreas of fan widow. He was inwardly praised by aU 
preseAt, who believed him to be Lazams; 
> The poor widow, after the funeral was peifiMmed, ne- 
tamed to Pisa, much comfprted by the promises of him, 
whom she coatiderad as )her.(nei|^iboar Laianis. . Ga« 
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bnel» who had beeb leng aoquunted with the -deceaaed** 
ynyMy taasnuen, and mode of litiagf, entend Lazariis't 
house as if tho'iiiasaer of it ; without uttenng a ayiiable 
aaemd^ mto a veij beautilBl room that looiEed over a 
Bob garden, puUed'out of the dead man's coat be had 
on a bnach. of. keys, and opened several chests, and 
finding seme> smaUeir keys, he opened several desksr 
bnieaas, lOBBiey dteBts, and foand^ independent of trunks 
fiUed^with cloth, linen, and jewels, which the old fiaitfaer, 
tfae.--phyaici«n;. and brothers^ of the deceased had left, 
dearly to thar value of two thousand gold florins, and 
four hundred' of: uiver. . He was in raptures all the 
ni^t, and' began to thiidc of the best means to conceal 
himself -finom the servants, and appear aa the real Lazarus. 
About >the hour of supper he came out of his room, 
weeping ; the' servants, who had heaid ^e dieadlnl 
sitnati<m of the widovr Santa, and diat it was. reported 
that th^r master had partly been the cause of the acci- 
dent, were not much, surprised at seeing him thin af- 
fiictdd, thinking it was. on account. of. GabrieL He 
called the servant, and desired him to take a couple of 
loaves, two bottles of wine, and half his supp^l-. to the 
viidow Santa, the which ^e pocM* wido^ scarcely toudied. 
Whet the servant returned, Oabriel ordered 'supper, but 
ate sparingly, the better to deceive the' servaato, as 
Lazarus was a very little eater ; then .left 4ihe zoom with- 
out saying a word, and shut himself up in his own room 
as the deoaased used to do... The servanta thought thera 
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was Bonur alteration ia hig odajsAtmauk vtA -yoietf, bat 
attribated it to the ton^wftil event thai had oecoirftd* 
The widow, after liaying' tasted of the supper, and coo- 
siderikij^ the cate that had been takeHk of her, and the 
pfomises made by Lazarus, began to take cothfott, parted 
witii her nlations, who had come to cotodeie with her, 
and Tctired to bed* Gabiteli futt of thought, could' not 
sleep a wink, and got up in ^ moroing at Lazaros'sp 
usual hour, and in all things iiintated htm. But being 
informed by the isenrants that Santa was always ia grief, 
weeping and discomforted, and being a fond husband^ 
and loving h^ tenderly, he was miseiaye upon hearing' 
this, and determined to comfort her. ThuA resolved, 
one day after dinner h« went to her, and found a cousin 
of her^s with her. Having given her to ttnderstand be 
had some private tmsiness with her, the cousin knowing 
how much she was indebted to him, and her expecta- 
tions, left the room, and departed, saying, he begged she 
would be advised by her worthy neighbour. 

As soon as he was gone he shut the door, went 'into 
his liDom, and motioned her to follow ; she» struck wiA 
the singularity of the case, and foaring for her honour, 
did not know what to do, whether she should or she 
should not foHow ; yet thinking- of his kindness, ftad liie 
hopes ^ h«d ft<6m his Uberality, and taking her eldest 
son by the hand, she went kito Ae mom, where she 
found him lying on a litttebed, on which her huc^tfd 
used to lie when fiitd^ upon which she started. and 
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it^ped. Oiditiel» seciiig her doms with her son, imiled' 
with pleasthmble feetiags at the purity of his wifof t oon- 
dQct; one word that be uttered, which he was is the 
habit ef using* staggered the poor Santa, so that she 
denld not utter a syUable. Gabriel, preanng tiie poor 
boy to Ins bteJHl» said, " Iliy lootiiev weeps, unaware of 
thy happy fate, her own,, and her husband's.'' Yet not 
dating to'tnist hnnelf before him, though but a chi]d,r 
he took him intothe next roomi, gave him money io play 
witfa> and left him there. Returning to his wife, who 
h^ caught his woids» and partly recogniied him, he 
donUe*locked tiie door, and related to her'eveiy circilm- 
sfanoe tiiat had happened^ and how he had managed 
eneiy tiling; she^. delighted and eopvinoed, frt>m the re- 
petitten of certain family secrets, known tothemsetves 
alone, embraced^ lum, giving him as mtuiy kisses as ahe 
had bestowed tears for his death; for both were loving 
and tenderly attached. After .reciprocal, marks of eaeh 
other's affection, Gabriel said to her that she nsuat be 
perfectly silent, and pointed out to her how happy their 
life would hereafter prove ; be told her of the riehes he 
had found, and what be intended to do, the which highly 
delighted' her. In gunng out, Santa pretended tacry on 
open&i^ the street door, and wid- akmd,. that she might 
be heard by the neighbounr, ** I recommend these poor 
fatherless children to youj signoi !" To whieh he an- 
swered, " Fear not, good Mrs. Santa '" amd walked 
away, foil of thoughts on his future plans. When eyea- 
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'tag came on, obsenring the same unilbim conduct of his 
-pradeceasor* he went to bed, but could .not Ueep for 
thinking. No sooner did the dawn appear than he rose 
-and went to the church of St Catherine, where a devout 
;aiid worthy pastor dwelt, and who was considered by all 
the Pisanians as, a little saint. Friar Angelico appear- 
ing, Grabiiel told- him he wanted to speak to him on par- 
ticular bufinesa, and to have his advice upon a very 
important and singular case that had happened to him. 
The kind friar, although he did not know him, led him 
into Us room. Gabriel, who well knew the whole gene- 
alogy of Lazai^, son of Basilio of Blilan, related it fully 
to the friar, likewise- the dreadful accident, addii^, that 
lie considered himself as a principal cause of it, making 
him l)6Ueve it was he who induced the unfiortnaate. man 
to go a fishing against his will ; he reprasentefl the mis- 
chief which resulted' from it to the widow and children of 
theileoeaaed, and that he considered himself so much the 
cause. of it, and lelt such a weight on hi^ cAnacience, that 
he had made up his mind« though. Santa v<^ of \qW> con- 
dition, and poor, to take her for his wifo, if ahe and her 
friends approved of it, and to take the chiJdreaof thopoor 
fisfaennan.uader hia.care as hia own ; bring theni up with 
his owa childfen, < should he have any, and leave them 
eoh^rs with them ; this, he said, would reconcile lum to 
himself and hia Maker, and be approved by men. The 
holy man, seeing the worthy motives which actuated him, 
approved of hia intention, and recommended as little delay 
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as potfiblBy' ainoe he won&i' tfaemby neet witk foigiveiitM. 
QaWiely ift •rder the inbre aftottia% (o «ecuie kiA vndy 
o»^ip«ati^n, threw diywn thirty, fieoei of numey, eajring, 
that in the thiee loceeedtog JiIokidayt.he wiihed high nuoi 
to be sung for the Mml of the decdaatd. At this *i»mj#i«g 
■ght the friar, ahho^h a very saint, leafied wifli joy, 
•took tiie cash, and said, ** my son the masses shall be 
inmg next .Monday ; there is nothing moie to aittend to 
BOW but the mairiage, a eeremony which 1 adviM thse to 
haatott as mnch as thou canst ; <to not diink of lidies or 
noUe kaxA ; thou ait, thank heaven, ri)ch .enough ; ^atd 
as to b&th, we are all duldien of onelathflr ; true nobiUty 
oonsiflts in virhae aind the liaar of God, nor is the good 
woman deficient in either ; I know her well, and most ef 
her rdatbns." ' "Good father,*' said Gabriel* '*I am 
eoBBo to ybn ht. the tery ^urpoae, therefore, I ^y yon, 
pit me qiikkly in like, way to forward the binineaa.'' 
<« Whon wfll yon give h^ the rin^l" said the hdy man. 
«Thia foiy day," he answered, '<if ahe be mdined." 
" Wen," said the friar, '^ go thy wn^ys* and lasre all to 
me ; go home, and stir not from ifbenGe— -theae bleaaed 
ttup^ials ahail take place.'' Gabriel thanked him, received 
his bleaaiag, and went home. The holy fiUhsrcaBefiilly 
put the caih in his deak, then went to an uncle of Dame 
Santa, a shoemaker by trade, and a ooann of her% a 
baii>er, and related to them what had happened; after 
which they went togetiier to Dame Santa, and uaed every 
poaaible argument to persuade her to oonaent to the match. 
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the which she feigned great difficulty in consenting to, 
saying that it was merely for the advantage of her children 
that she submitted to such a thing. I will only add, that 
the very same morning, by the exertions of the friar, they 
were married a second time ', great rejoicings took place, 
«nd Gabriel and his wife laughed heartily at the simpli< 
^ntyofthe good friar, and the ereduSityofthe relations 
and neighbours. They happily lived in peace and plenty, 
•putondtfd Sm atid disnifBsed fjie oid scrvaotB'; if «e blessed 
■vilh tws more daMreii)' «diom be'iiaiued F&tuunfvt, 
maAinmwhim alterwaid spmAg iome of tike sioit ve- 
Bowned wen/lNMh in «nn» toA letlen. 
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THE TRANSFORMATION, 

Thbre was onoe in a village near fit JHsndB, a peiaf 
.gogne, whose figmeand fornitiire wen wordiy crfcompv- 
oifkA wiitb fibakafnam's apo^ieeary* If the bardie notum 
has any troth, " that the toul is «a inteDigeBce» lapsed 
£rom the region of light and knowledge, and makes its 
progress in this world, through a circle of transmigrations 
till it returns to its original state," this good- man's spirit 
was veiy near its perfection, being almost divested of cor- 
poreal matter. He lived in a poor hut, attached to a stiK 
poorer garden which furnished his meagre table with 
almost all its accompaniments. The riches of his house 
consisted of numberless traditionary volumes of Welsh 
romance, especially a genuine copy of the Historia Bii- 
tonum ascribed to Nennius, and edited in the tenth cen- 
tuiy by Mark the hermit, probably the original of that 
celebrated manuscript lately discovered in the Vatican, 
after having graced the library of Queen Christina. He 
knew by heart all the Welsh chronicle of St Patrick, 
from his captivity among the Scots as a swineherd, till 
he had baptised seven kings, and seen the flock of biids 
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tviiich typified the number of hU converts. IIa knew aU 
the tales of Merlin's ship of glass ; and> in short, ;Birhalever 
proves the ahvndance. of fiction in Wales : but his gloiy 
was, a school, oonsisting of about fourteen rs^ed boys^ 
i^qie;acq}iiiie!m4!iits in X<a1iin e^ulii be mittQhed qnljf by 
their devastations in leek^porridge* EJinulous of what later 
days have boasted* Padrig qualified his pupils to.perfprm 
a latin play, annually; ta iniprove their piipsody and theic 
manners^ though he himself (with the exception <^the 
grey headed vicar, who fasted i^id prayed with eig^t b<^ft 
on thi];ty pounds per annum) was their sole audieoice. 
The expense of esecting a sta^ or piovitiing soenerf was 
obviated by his choice of a play, which requiied none 
but what his but afforded. Wiser than modem academ^ 
iciaosy he rejected- all the easy moralities of Terence, and 
chose from his old friend Piautus a drama which required 
no flippant valet, well-dressed courtezan, or gallant young 
man. He had some thoughts of translating into pure Latin 
the scene of Bottom, Starveling, and Quince, in the Mid« 
summer Night's Dream, as most likely to be suitabliL 
djQssed by his actors ; but he luckily remembered a scene 
in one of Aristophanes's comedies, which before his own 
he selected as an interlude : the day of rehearsal was of 
immense importance, and Fadiig pupated for it accord- 
ingly. The chief personage in the play is an o^d miaer, 
who on his return with the broth, whieh he has been re- 
ceiviog from publiUcharity, finds hi&daughter's lover with 
a troop of servants preparing for a wedding-dinner in hi& 
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kifeheif, and goi«^ to take tbe- soiqy hetf^ in which idl 
bifi »0ney is eofieealed. Pli^g's kkchen lequired no ^- 
tdftttioB tx> f^re«Biit the miaer'*^ and no a^ki^on except 
tile ifliitenBeiit oCa fhfee-kgged pot u&der the kearth-stone. 
Hk had one «f ^i^erf ani^vo shape, whSeefe he filled with 
j^oeeiye^tittv lUMl a ftw«id copper mAdsfe, to represent 
Ikte hottfded GOBtf ; and haviog placed it under the stone 
whi^ servod as hh ine^^ptaciS) IPIdiig went to hls^hed of 
d»ii)^ liltte dMssiang l)7iyhoai the opevai^on had been 
dllMn^ and what was* t<rfiyllbw. 
• The «Aassie fe^tafio^ of ffie next eveimig began hy ait 
iilit»rh|dfi lnmtfttt^4iMto Wci&lt ffrasn the original Greek, 
tiMHi :Blilcb%'% iie^t&i»^u>ttId'not yet compass ; and he, 
acting M (xne^ atf it«difeii«e>, prompter, chief Rosdns, and* 
stage-^aanager, eamedewn.to the door of hta hut, wlddi 
served on this occasion as a very suitable proscenium. 
Aceoiding to the b^^iness of the drama, he sat wmpped 
an M blanket folded round him in the style of Eurqn* 
les, when a beggar of good height and very theatricaf 
* ^meanor came o^er the hedge of the copse, exclaiming' 
in the gemtine <3teek, f* Etxripides ! I am a distressed matt» 
and need thy help to procure fitf,** Padrig*, enchanted 
and surprised by an actor so accomplvdied, but not 
doubting that iSte rector of 9t. David^s had sent his eldest 
son, as he had promised, to assist his theatricab, replied, 
in the language of Aristophanes. 

*' Friend, thou hast need of no advAte more eloquent 
thin thy scare-crow visage." *'0h prince of-poeto,** re- 
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]iU^ the stranger, " of what avaih his misery unless 
soitibly dressed ;-^ve me thy rags in which Gddipiia 
makes his appearance widi such grand effect." 

Alt this being exactly in the- business of the comedy, 
Pieidrig went into his hut, and brought forth a bondl«of 
very genuine rags, which he gave with the speech and air 
assigned to Euripides. ** But master of the tragic art f " 
ezelaiifted the beggar^—'' I implore another boon — What 
would thy CEdipus himself have done without a baj^etl" 
— " Seest thou juit that I am busy with a new tragedy V 
toad ihiri|ndeft<-«*' take that basket and begone." 

"Beneficent Euripides! of what import is a basket 
without picturesque contents t lend me the water-cresses 
which thy mother used to sell in our streets." Euripides 
granted ihii boon also, and the petitiDuer finished his part 
of the farce l^departing-with his rags, basket, and herbsr 
leaving Padrig to lament that all the learned : of Wales 
w«re' not piesmt to own how well he had|peifonned th« 
wittiest satire ever composed by Aristophanes iagainsthk^ 
greatest nTal. ^ t 

The white heftded Welsh striplings^ who had gaped 
with great awe during the potopous Greek dialogue, were^ 
now called on to enact their parts in what th^ called the 
Howlolaria of Plautas» All went on well till the last 
scene, when the pot was discovered under the hearth, and 
a great altera^kin its weight appeared to have been 
made. But u^V the rehearsal was over, and Padrig- 
ttncowBied his pot^ intending to remove its copper contents 
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and substiCttte a Utile broth iot ini t^mppet, lie did 119I 
pciceiw tbe wondeifttl trfntfoimalion* ^ the piecas o£ 
tin and old .medals had betii xemoirad* leaving in tfetfir 
9teadmore than eig^Hy pieoee of pme gM and sUref ; but 
ythak appeared most vahiaMe k faM.ejfeti, was a ^lUftntity 
of nedali'ef race antiquity, and i».e3M|i^i^te ff0mpv^.iWf 
Hebraeded wer this prodigioas treaaure till 4ay-ligi|t $ 
and his MBplioty, aided by his le^^vy leiLfni|g, aln 
Aioit iodiBed him to beUeye if the' g^ of tome seeood 
l^fia. In the nioming be hastened to- \m neii^ttMNii,. 
the good paiish priest, aadishowed him. the pto^iG99i 
pot of l^kufus, specially pointixig^ out a modal apparently 
of the days of Branfaim Oil, king of »U Biitain, and a 
tefies of ^oiiis.feQm thence to CadnraUader. The rav^iead 
and learned man was dfeply astonidied at tbe. condiict 
of the sfaainger 'Yfho had perform^ a part ift -^e Giwib 
interlude ; and the achoolmaJBter was no l^st suipnMl 
when the vicjur assured him he knew nothing of the. VMttr 
^r : that his son, whose ai^ had b^en pBomiaed, had hatm 
tog much indisposed to recite his part, and .had sent hie 
Excuse by an itinerant musician. Honest Padrig thought 
of his ancieht somances, but the vicar oaw mischief IM)d 
danger lurkiog' in his suf^ios^ |[OQd foftime. The jfwt 
1668,hapd caused the removal iof James II., and the agents 
of his cruelty or his ftdfy were ftying in all dimctioQS* 
The coofhaon, ihe intrigues, aud the seofribomities of two 
parties suddenly changing places^ wer«U even iof this 
renaote district ; and die friends of the Priuoe of Oiaoge, 
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sdMndy y0t pwdaiin0<t kiag of Esglaiidj wera fstartiog 
{ram their fonuev coiKie«lment to x«Ufiate the l^atsed 0^ 
tfaeb eneiniM, Th6ie(oi» the vieai of Padrig's pamb 
fettled tiliat the gWer of the ^Id was some eminent fagi- 
tive» wlw kaci contrived to Wave this leeompei^se dor thie 
disguise which he had ohtain^ by acting the pwrt of the. 
Greek pDet's mieiidkiajit* When th0 sehoolmastef re* 
fleeted on the singular flnetcy with which his unknow]» 
▼isitpr had ap<dDBB a claaiie langnage, on the «t]^ of hift 
faatmes, which were eiridently altered by art, and on the 
rich tokens feft behind,' he was of the same opinion ; but 
his fiieiid's advice to keep tiie matter secret, cost him 
some seveiie sliuggies. fiBa ^eeful heart ached with its 
fidaess, an4 he doidd not fbriiear muttering hints of his 
good hidL' maong his' pnpch, and soimietimea tilting his 
pot tq the dueasprit to inspect iiistieasnies, Theconsen 
qimaoiB wem not dear in their coming. ' 

TfaesB fived wiifi Fadirig under his roof, as a kind of 
^nniaie iifid assistant, i yonag man knuaed liski, grands 
sm ia that imfaappy lady wliose miafioictunta halKt % pUet 
in oar histoiy. She was Ikt miom bf It Inea wtbo h^en-r 
joyed Oomwell's faTonr ; and having fliid, at the Bestt^i 
ratfeb, was assassinated m. Switzerland by three Irish 
mffions, who hoped to -obtain patronage by tiisur criiEii. 
Lidy Lide was accused of dieit^ring two of Moiunouth'^ 
partisans after hisdnfbat at Sedgmoor, a^d afiter a shame- 
fill trisl was senteneed to death by Judge Jcfleries, ftot- 
srUhstaading die opinien three times eipressed by the 
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juiy in favour of her innocence^ Het miserabte descend' 
ant found a refuge in the bounty of the poor schoolmaster, 
who sheltered him from that year to the present, intendBn^ 
him for his successor^ and calling him -mth harmlesti 
affectation of pomp his usher. Padrig could ^ot conceal 
from Lisle, who had been absent on a 'journey when this 
adventure occurred, the contents of his iron pot; which 
still remained deposited under his hearth-stone* Lisle 
beheld it eagerly, and an evil spirit entered his thoughts. 
The judges were expected in a few days to hold the county 
sessions, and he might obtain this wealA ILnd periiapa 
court patronage, by removing his benefaoiof r The means 
were easy. Faditg,' in the simplicity of his heart, had 
often told that' Je'fferies, whose same hat ^ined- ittch 
dreadful immortality, had been, when an obscuie boy of 
five ye^is old, his favourite and most proousing' papiL 
And being secretly proud that a chancellor and chief jus- 
tice had sprung from his school/ he had been- often- lieard 
to say, that he could not believe Jeflbries wholly witlKmt 
some good indinaltions. Now it was stio&giy suspected 
that dkis distinguished culpiit wiis endeavounng t6 idi&a 
his escape from the Welsh coast, and luildng about in 
disguise till he could get an opporinmty. Lisle lad 
shjewdness enough to see the possibility that' 1m might 
have visited his old f rieiid and tutor, and perfastps iraeeived 
aid from him. He. yielded to temptation, and, lisii^^ at 
midnight, took the pot from its place of intenneat, and 
i^peeded his way to the inn: where he kAewjone of tlia 



eiown4awyers had stopfMd to spend tke aigbt. flegeuit 
BdHaaiM wu a politidaa toa waiy to mist any occawen 
of namfesUng settl to the ae)¥ gprnrsniaeat. Ha kaavA 
Ae iaforfiiet^s stoiy, and was shown the hjsaxding pot^ 
fima which Listo had tsibsn ail excM|»t tbs coins, medals, 
and a seal ring, of wbi^h^ he did aol fcaisw Ae vahie^ 
«• Fellow," said the seijeant, ^^ this is not all. Bring 
the rest, or I sha& not know ivhat to ti^iiyh of yonr inCsr- 
matiott/' Lisle was tahon hy smprise, but he had to 
deal'Widi a ctMut and eooler potitidaa than himseU. 
Seeinp that he hesitated, the crewn-lawyer added, " yon 
afS younell an aoeompUoe m secieting a tiaitor. Shoiw 
me the^est of the bi^, or my servants shall take yon 
into oostody.^' The informer was taiken in a tzaphe had 
not foreseen ; andaAer a l9.ng demur, found himsrifSdraed 
to resign -the pot^ and all its contents toSeqeant BeJiasise, 
who pfo^iisedy upon this condition, to pmsecve him fioom 
all fapaid, and enmie a due reward for his loyaitf . 

Not many hours after, Padrig was taken fiom his quiet 
abode, and lodged in the town gaol on a chaage of high 
treason* If any thing comforted him for thn tieadieiy of 
Us adopmd guest, it wonid have bsen the affiKslionato 
lamontalion of his little flock of pupSs, who followed him 
from the school he had ruled thirty yearn to his place of 
confinement, ^ if it had been a triun4>hal procession. 
Padrig's story had become a subject of very general ques- 
tion, and those who fcn^w the bent of public affiun, had 
bat littk hope of his acquittal. Besides, the spiritof ih^ 
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Sfl V govenunent w»b imtcied ; and thoii^ Chief Justice 
Heifaert and his colleagues' ^veiedUpossesBed of poner, 
Iheir successors might be equally blind and riotous in their 
new authority* The day of Padrig's trial assembled a 
crowd as anidous as any that filled a court, even in these 
times of saciiliee and peril. Had he been one of the five 
hermits once sanctified in Wales, he could not have been 
more lespect&dly greeted by the spectators, nor could his 
appearance have beien more venerably simple* His long 
surcoat of brown camblet, belted round his vraist, his 
leathern sandals, cuid the thick grey hair which feU on 
each side of his face down to his shoulders, showing his 
broad forehead and large mild eye, gave him. the aspect 
of a St. Kentigem, or of his favourite Hermit Mark» the 
chronicler of Wales. But the judges were strangers, spod 
the leading counsel for the crovm a man new to his office 
and to this remote district. His countenance promised 
little, for the abundant fl6w of his hair was even beyond 
the ordinary fashion of the times, and in^tieated more cox- 
combry than vrisdom. The accused and accuser were 
both in couKt» and the murmur which would have at* 
tended the latter was hushed by fear. , Few, very few, of 
Padiig's friends ventured to think of testifying in his 
fiLvour, lest the friend of a fallen man should involve them 
in his danger. Padrig stood alone, left to providence and 
innocence which be trusted, and his eye did not lose its 
firm fixture when the crown lawyer rose. There was a 
pause of deep fear and expectation till he addieiaed the 
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«(mrt. "My lord you have heard the indictment of this 
Biaii — ^I hare permitted it to be read^ though the institic- 
tions in my haAd are to teithdraw the prosecution. I 
permitled it, I say, . because it is fitting that they who 
d ragged him to this bar, and the people who had held 
inm in tererence till now, should be shown to justice, 
«iid witness its dispensation. You have heard this grey- 
headed «ld man accused of abetting a refugee's escape, 
"becaiMe a few pieces of old gold have been found in his 
possession, and beoause he was once a teacher of gram- 
mar to Jefibries. You are surprised at the name. Who 
<rrer thofught of befriending Jeflferies t He has had his 
flatCeiers and his adToeateswhen be sat on the bench as 
4 chief juB^ce and a ''chancellor, and held his sovereign's 
«ommJssiCMk with'sudi men as Kirke, who instigated and 
besotted him. But he bad no friends, and those who had 
not courage to remonstrate against his violence, will have 
enongh now to show him the bitterness of his disgrace, 
when he is weak and desdate. No, my lord, in this land 
and in this year we need hot be afraid to find {daces of 
refagie opento^Jefferies : he has neither brother nor father, 
"Wife nolr children, he hail nothing here but enemies and 
huMers.: If he was here, who is in this court that w^uld 
not be leshly'to mock him now, as much as they feared 
him encel '• They would bid him go and ask miercy from 
the woman whose brother perished before her eyes after 
she had sold herself to save him ; or from the mother of 
that unhappy soldier whose speed was matched with a 
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but ty'iiMB 'mon-yfMiad ikam<h»; yet 'wMeh lof those 
things :iB^m«l«r in cmel^lWft th*'ftce«fla^9ft-lq^;o4 te 
cbty 9^«SD8t itlielplflBt old iba» ^y his gowt.aiidl itarioner j 
Hess' ufcMed bf ebelteifin^ a diflgtaeed «:id:|^iticribed 
j«dge b«eaiife.lie Wted faiiti wImii a: cluM. Wi0ifidi4liis 
•hea £Biik;evBAifitwssfniet Peifc«p»WdiilMH/l(l«v 
lite uttfortKiia&iiiutn be bisfifSeDded ; uid it^istocvfesfi, by 
4h(e piiblie ftairiB«e« of his eoidmtmieaiUnifr/ thut -he did 
oat ktibw h<»w the gpoUhwit atkaiBed* Thete iMdftbasd 
thia ring Me knfma to Immf^ belooged onee tp>' Jefieiiee — 
^t Hg iMitTeF for teatie^ tbeni in Fadfig't hamf miglit 
rbau^e been t! pure ime. There. siMithftTi^ been aowegeid 
iii hie heart when h0dai!Bid'tetttctf tebis firrtfiiend. It 
:miut have hbea puniahifteat eiMugh to ivtwm lo that 
Mud ftiMi'that home peMer,i teoie Jbn ii gd . md irrplched 
.^laa hie left k« Let tie lemember hew bJgh^atoed, end 
Irant whenue he feU» Thoie who ait in his plaee t»-day 
will tfamfianber, that he fell becenae be jiidgad too raafady, 
and^not-lhijDkJbiehiiigre^nf eaoHghteaibid manoy 
* .to his eoenuBft Let ettr ivat act be wjaer than . hie. I 
wgbt tear my brief, .and cleae the puMeoatieiiii bat I ap- 
peal to thiB eourt* and «(peci ta hear thf priaoaer'a 
aflqmtial* • And that yoi» a^ay be^ a^aared bow little the 
aecuser desoire* belief* I am etapawered to tell you, Uiat 
J^eries, tiiat eriniiQal wbem-be piateada waa eonveyed 
away by Padiig's means^ is at this veiy mMaent belbie 
his judges y aad this paltry jar of coina, whidi tempted 



^b»mitSMMim, vnit ImmglKt trne asa biite to Ibrwani 
it. M6 ii^}M MetK 80 effered eiai to Jeffiuies^ Iw 
iroi^4ifl^<f<43itrO«rA it faiftk as I tb/' 

'Th^ filMdet #aa antwciad by a half jdflad shotit ol 
apj l ^aaaa . Whei^ he bogaa to apeak, htecKOke was lon^ 
and hoake, bat aa^ 1^ adMMod h baeamo Tigpoioiis, tat^ 
Ki^ejrteA.atattBd^fOik'Chai? dadc kt^oivrs with the eamMt- 
ttMs-i^l«^t^M»ea< The naw judgas ^aie tonefasd by faia 
ilp]peaHutid by ^ &pp&rteaily to gain ftbvoui'byja'iiopalatf 
^dietk- 'PadrigiriLaaxiaiiiiBcmdy^acqttittttl, and the jar 
b^gdM, #hitehM^ lideigpeetedadvoMtekad throwtf as tka 
table of the court, was restored to him imdimixmiiedk 
His miserable accuser stole out of the people's reach ; but 
when he went to thank the public prosecutor for his leni^, 
he was nowhera to be found. The pleader had never 
been seen after Ha* left the court ; and a few hours having 
been spent in wonder, the real Serjeant Bellasise arrived, 
post haste and in great trepidation, declaring that he had 
been detained by indisposition on the road. None of the 
judges knew him personally on this circuit, and they all 
agreed that none but JeiTeries himself could have had 
audacity enough to personate him. Enquiries were made 
at the village inn, and they were informed that the person 
who called himself Bellasise had arrived there on horse- 
back alone only a few minutes before the treacherous in- 
former came to seek him. How he went from the town, 
or which way he travelled, was not very diligently traced 
by those who had heard his daring defence of an innocent 
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man. Ev6r bold and eccentiui, minglii^ great courage 
in&i enormous ob8tinacy» JefiSsries.had returned to Lon« 
don, expecting, and truly jud^ng tliat he .would be least 
sought in the inidst of his enemies* But by lingering too 
long in the street to, hear music, of which he .was passion- 
ately fond, he was discovered, and conyeyed to the 
Tower. There he ei^Mated some of his errors by a long 
imprisonment, and died with no . consdation but tho 
blessing of the poor schoolmaster of St. I>avids. He 
ehbse the bottle for his executioner ; apd never had re- 
course to it without drinking health ta the judges of the 
western assizes in 1689. 



THE PRUDENT SQUIRE. 

A KNiOBT of renown, named Hugo, had, till his fiftieth 
year, never been in lore but with a bnmper. Initead of 
paying court to the feir, he went in search of tilts and 
tonmanients, from which he always returned victorions. 
In process of time, however, the beardless boy threw 
him out of the saddle, and all his disdain was goae^ 

He saw at last Angelica the fair. 
And quite forgot his cough and silter hair ; 
WhateTtr Ula hia fonfcead might betide. 
Before a month had ^st she was his bride. 

By good luck, Angelica was a modest, well-brought* 
up girl, who, by her rigid virtue,- scaie4 away all the gay 
butterflies that fluttered round the flower of her beauty. 
Hugo knew the tried and invindble fidelity of his spouse, 
and loved her as the apple of his eye. One morning he 
rode out to pay a visit to a neighbouring brother of the 
lance. Behind him trotted Conrad his old and trusty 
■quiie. When they had made about half the journey^ 
the knight suddenly stopped, and thus began : — " Listen 
to me, Connd ; a thing has just now come into my head 
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that vezes me. This it the very day that the Keveiend 
Nicohius comes to the castle to read mass for my dear 
Angelica and me. Now I am not veiy fond of having 
that young spaik of a priest within my walls while I am 
absent ; these fellows dont always remember their vows. 
Do you ride back as quickly as you can, and tell Ange- 
lica, in my Aaaie> B6t<to.aeeJi]inimiic<un0.home." 

Conrad thoughtfully shook his head, and replied, — 
«* I beg your |ijudsn, atfal^ Mcj^t j b«l W<)fiil4 mj hdg^ 
netdedine seeing Jbi&n, peihiftf, 9i^ »mi 9ee9Kd 1"-* 
'• Away with your jmrh^," ptomM> ^ngo-;. " I will 
be fluro of ii, by giving Mr m|r Qnhtm."— :^' Jhym think 
sot" r^turnad the squ]ie<-*'f Iii.my.Mmplkily. I. thisk 
the cmta^Ty:i**-f^B«Mtm but^fibr onoa tbe itpVMel of • 
faithful servant, and give no orders in a case so ticklish." 
— " TicUish hew, ticUi^ th^e^" cried t))^ knight, fiet- 
fully — " What cfotehets arMhes^ you have in your head 
to day t Do you think it Mublesome, perhaps, to ride 
bot^afewanleft)" 

*'Ok\ if yon speak/in ihalitone/'-Hiaid.tiifr^tfite«r— 
f* I have notUng no^ to liagr'.'' On thttt:; k^ {Mr ^puw 
t»hi8 heroeand cantotelbftdB to the witi$* 4l>gsiin 
«aw him ndiag full aped, «nd» not '9iUkmk*>tf» btmi9$ 
eallad ftom die wiaA ow > ^ Noaiiirfoitttne* Ltxnsl, hM 
happened to my hiudNUid T-r^** JSormf Ihdgr,'' ansifenl 
Conrad ; '^ The vilonins knight in ealf u^/uMf lest, nsy 
«iis£i»rtune ceme upon yon, if yofi sh^nU thke a filMy to 
vUbe 09 the large di)g*''«^L4de1 (lide on flat nglyMl* 
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a^gr wAeA Asg«lioa; fiiU 4>Ca«»m»9«|t; " I bflitve 
jMi kav« haeo making too. fro^ mUk t^ b^ttte ^i ]«oija* 
ing t It i» irapofsible thekniglit should hwrai^iilgiKlytNl 
wMi «udr a cammiawon ta me." 

**t umn jrott faa did," aasneiad CScanul;^ "aiid'hii 
ka&ottr did it in tfaeaafeBjr woida; ^Ukatlia: kftevp I^mi 
iMLH-dag tO' be. a& aaimal: tiuvt ^it fioionaly if pnp. ate 
tMi^ted tousaliini aa &i&dii|gp<aeg^» aadlbftt, tbejrefit)l«a 
509 ahoi^d iwt t&kk attakiBg^^oli taojiflament.' '' Aft^r 
lie had apokea i^ thia maiiasr^ he trnnad^abaiit hialMHlN) 
and galloped off again. — '/ Am I awake ? or am l.fkvvmr. 
lagV* said Angelica to herself. *',That idea of the 
knight's ia so very stravig^^. that I caonpt tbiok there is 
any reality- in the whole affaip«^il mast be a phantom of 
my own brain. What cOi)ld he mean by such a message ? 
Is it not enough- that I lu^ve endeavoi^sd, all along, to 
learn fnm his leek, every wish of his heart, ia ovder to 
accomplish it t Have I deserved that |ie should extend 
the limits of his autlten^y always fptftlier and ffirthef 1-p* 
that he should ky upon me aibitiavy aad ctfiricieus 
commands 1 — Ah | — J i^ow reniark, that it is foolish to be 
too flexible and subqufup^te I Tbf^ vymn. wliiclk eravls 
in the dust is trdd upon. No, Sir Knighty it ahaU root go 
ao far as that neither! — In s]^te pf yt^ teett, I win ride 
upon the bull-dog, a hw^ wliii4^ Vftyk}. i^ev/^r hftye en- 
tered my brain, bat for your piofalMtioit.'' 

Heie her soliloquy was interru|)ted by A s^rvantA who 
came to inform her thai S^iTf^up was in th< anjti- 
chamber. 



" I cannot receive Ms visit to day," taid Hugo's lady, 

for my husband ia^abtoad. Make my apology to the 

reverend gentleman, and b^ lum to come beck to-morrow. 

I have the highest respect .for Hr. Nieblaus„*''r^wd sbft 

to herself^ "bat he shall not, for all that> spcnlthe 

merry tide I mean to have. I wish tiie pohey were bat 

here! I ki^owhe nrast have-aabft tiot, and his teeth 

Aall not deter me: he is as gentle as a lamb. 01i»Iaapi 

delighted- at the double pteasure I shall hava in putting a 

trick upon my old snarler,, and tn trying this new sort oC 

hoiaemahship." 

. ' ' ' ' 

In all the nooks and corners of the house 

Her Toice was qnlekly heaord, " Come here, dear Moute." * 

lAaVtng his haOf gnaw«d bones, as thus she erled, 
. The baH-dog in a trice was at her 8}de. 

Into a room he was by art allured. 

The door Of which the lady straight secured. 

She gave him sometUng nioe (perhaps ' twas steakeeX 

And begg'd kim not to plague her with his freaks. 

She next along his back her snow-white paw, 
' Tn the most friendly guise begscn to draw ; 

- She hoped fer .Moaee's gratiftade, of course, ' 

And mounted him, as he had been a horse 

He made wry faces now, and looked about, 
' As if this farce's meaning to And out: 
' But yet, by ebaxlag, he was brought to beer ' 
. The pleasing burden of the lady fair. 

Though Arom the, place he did not budge one hair. 

Angelica, we may suppose, cared not 

Much if he moved or AMI- not from the spot i 

She, therefore, for some moments, let him stand. 

And then she gently used her leg and hand. 

But all was vtAn that she might do or say ; 

These gentle hints on Moose were thrown away ; 
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Wlinreii9W;fa«washa«#lBnly WDiild.ttasr. , . 
Enraged, at last ** Oh what an ugly cux I" 
CJried she, " Get on, or you shall feel the spur/ 
On that she thrust into his ^Ae^^r heel 1 • 
He growled, but moved not, atf he felt the etvek 
Again she used the spurs with greater force. 
He, surly, bared his fangs— and things grew worse ; 
He now springs on— -she falls extended on the gt6voaAg 

HiBtVBkstearinherlilyarmaftightfulwoi^a^* 

The lady, thuft unsaddled, first with tears bedewed 
the floor, and then got up indignant. The iUinatuzed 
animal, that oouM not undezstand a.jpk«, she. drove 
dizectly fvom the room. TowaniU ev4^ii|{, Hi^« , h^ 
lord, returned, and inquired with stuoh bajite US showed 
jealousy, if ^colaus had been there 1 ' * Yes, he came, ' * 
replied his wife, "but he was not admitted." The 
knight now looked with a triumphant air at Conrad, 
whispering in his ear, " Well, Solomon the wise, do you 
not now perceive that prohibitions have their use V* 

Conrad, who had not heard a word about the change 
he had made in the commission, smiled and shrugged 
his shoulders at his lord's mistake. It was not till the 
knight a second time turned to his spouse, that he ob« 
served her left arm in a sling. He asked the cause. 
" The bull-dog bit me," answered she ; " and that 
proceeds from you." — " From me?" said Hugo.* ** Yes, 
from no one else," replied his spouse. — " Had you not 
sent me, by your squire, a message not to ride upon that 
snarling animal, I, in my days, had never thought of it." 
la silence and amazement oujr knight now hastened forth 
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to question Conrad, ^Imt had, it leeiiis, letbed^ faow ikat 
had been. " What (fid you tell Ange^ea that she was 
not to do/' said he. Squire Conrad readily oonfeaeed 
the truth. '^'Wtis that what I deKbed of yim/' said 
Hugo in. a rage* '* N'o, certainly, it Was not," ssud 
the oih^ ^ '* yet I (iiink I managed well. I beg you 
now.reflect hbw thiiigs had been, i£ I had tM her what 
yen iud of Nic«d#tis< My lady i», I owf , the jewel of 
her sex, tinib hfllf od tiogiA, or even mora ; yet still allow 
me, sir, to my,, she is a dsnigfater of old Bve, who eeems 
U^ haVio befattfttiMd «r ali her -ftttwle taoe a no smU 
Kkhig t^ fcMlnMen Urate. 
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